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Developing Virtue Girls' School Graduation 2024
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On June 6, 2024, chatter and laughter filled the air
as parents and teachers arrived, filling the quiet grounds
of Instilling Goodness Developing Virtue Girl School in
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas with an atmosphere
of excitement and reflection. The graduation ceremony in
the Wonderful Words Hall was a beautiful testament to our
students’ dedication and hard work. Wearing their elegant
blue graduation uniforms, each graduate stepped forward to
receive their diploma, marking a significant milestone in their
journey and symbolizing the beginning of the next chapter in
their lives.

Principal Dharma Master Jin Jr shared with the graduates
a story from the “Entering the Dharma Realm” chapter
of the Avatamsaka Sutra, which tells of Sudhana’s visits to
various teachers from different professions. Upon meeting
the eighth wise teacher, Sudhana realized the importance of
these guides. The text uses ten metaphors to describe a good
teacher: a gateway, a vehicle, a ship, a torch, a path, alamp,
a bridge, aparasol, an eye, and a tide that guides us to all
knowledge. Dharma Master Jin Jr said, “To the class of 2024,
who will become your spiritual guide to all knowledge? As
you enter university and acquire various kinds of knowledge,
few will help you cultivate virtue.” Principal Jin Jr hopes the
graduates will follow the eight core virtues and the guidance
of Bodhisattvas, seeking out the torches, roads, and lanterns
to help them expand their potential and contribute to their
families, communities, and the world.

Dharma Master Heng Ching, the teacher of 12 grade in
US Government and World Religions, hopes the outgoing
students will regard themselves as ambassadors of Instilling
Goodness Developing Virtue Girl School. She encourages
them to continue to be good, kind, and respectful toward
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others and never allow selfish interests to blemish the eight
virtues of filial piety, fraternity, loyalty, trustworthiness,
propriety, fairness, integrity, and humility that have been
cultivated over many years in IGDVS.

She advises the graduates to maintain a practice of
reading, reflecting, and reciprocating. She said, “For your
generation, reading may seem like an old-fashioned way
of learning. In your lives, simplified texts and emojis on
social media abound but never underestimate the power
of reading and critical thinking. Make it a goal to read a
certain number of books each year—a decision you will
never regret.”

Heng Ching Shr talked about the importance of
reflection. A crucial part of learning is developing critical
thinking skills by reviewing what has been learned to
ensure it is truly understood. “Reflect on what you learn
each day and consider how it can be applied in other areas.
Knowledge that is well-learned is applicable in all aspects
of life.”

She also emphasized the significance of reciprocating.
“Always extend a helping hand, share and give what you
have to others, and contribute to society. Whether it’s
to your parents, family, friends, teachers, or anyone who
has touched your life, it is essential to reciprocate that
goodness.”

The graduates also shared their heartfelt reflections.
Katherine Wang began by expressing deep gratitude to
her parents, hoping to fulfill her dream of becoming a
doctor just like them. She also thanked her teachers for
encouraging her to find her passions and their support and
encouragement during her college application process. She
expressed appreciation for her violin teacher, whose efforts
inspired her to discover her love for music. Lastly, she was
grateful for all the laughter and tears she shared with her
classmates throughout their journey in IGDVS together.

Shine Yuan said, “Everyone harbors a unique star within
their heart. It drives us to pursue our goals and strive for
success. Its light guides those who are lost, helping them
find their way.” She also expressed her gratitude to the
teachers, who, despite their own fatigue, always brought
joy to the students like the sun, lighting their path ahead.

Eric Lai expressed, “I want to extend my deepest
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gratitude to all the teachers. Thank you for the countless hours you've
dedicated to helping me progress academically and personally. Your
patience, encouragement, and support are priceless, and I will forever
be grateful for your impact on me.”

Hailey Tran stated, “Our dorm advisors profoundly influenced
me through indirect guidance, prompting self-reflection and
improvement. They didnt use traditional teaching methods but
encouraged me to face difficulties and find my own path forward.
Under their guidance, I learned to tackle challenges independently
and developed resilience in adversity. Our teachers provided me
with another haven in life. They offered us numerous opportunities
while ensuring our physical and mental well-being, inspiring me to
learn more. I hope to grow up to be like them, hardworking and
compassionate.”

Cherry Ngo shared, “As a senior student, I cannot overlook the
significant changes IGDVS has undergone. The COVID pandemic
turned our world upside down, profoundly affecting all of us. Daily
routines were disrupted, friendships were tested, and many aspects of
our lives were upended, forcing us to think creatively to keep IGDVS
thriving. Despite these challenges, we adapted, grew, and supported
each other. Amidst all these changes, one thing I will always hear
echoing within the school walls is: “We are always here to support
you’ and “We will always make time for you.””

In the closing moments of the ceremony, as the younger classmates
sang songs to send best wishes to congratulate the graduates, there
was a palpable sense of accomplishment and anticipation on all the
graduate’s faces. The paths they are set to embark upon are as diverse
as the students themselves, with all of them heading to prestigious
universities such as Stanford University (Katherine Wang), University
of California, Irvine (Erica Lai, Shine Yuan), Emerson College
(Hailey Tran), and Rutgers University (Cherry Ngo). These young
women, who have blossomed under the guidance of Instilling
Goodness Developing Virtue Girls’ School, are now ready to spread
their wings and bring the values of the eight virtues and wisdom into
the wider world. As other students bid them farewell, they remain
confident that their futures will be bright and will continue to
inspire others with the teachings and spirit of the Buddhist principles
they've learned throughout the years. As they said, “We will continue
to chronicle our journey with a heart of gratitude along with the
upcoming peregrination. Dear Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Dharma
Masters, teachers, and parents, thank you for everything you have

done. We truly appreciate you and are grateful for your support!” &



