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A Wonderful First Trip To the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

By Bik Ling (Celeste) Man

HE— KB FENELE - £ I am a doctor from Hong Kong. In October 2013, 1
2013 F10 HERES — TR E 52 = went to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for the first
A - EFFERREEFAREM  time to take refuge and receive the Five Precepts. At that
sz > EEZEHETEAVLEE 0 time, I chose to go all the way to the CTTB to receive
EESIEREE N EARIIIFRE  precepts, mainly with the intention of making a pilgrimage,
% o PUNEETET —SLaPHI4E and 1 wanted to visit this great monastery founded by the

FE - Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. Here are some amazing
WERAREEANGELHIEE © experiences during this trip.
1EH 2RI RGN ~ FREER] EA I habitually listen to the Venerable Master’s lectures

FEERNAER E—EEZEFIL  every day. Before departing, four or five times in a row, I
ik o FOEHAAEZIEEMZAT 0 /£ heard the Master teach laypeople that they must attend
TEE RS INE IR AHIS E7A® 0 Morning and Evening Ceremonies at the temple. 1 was a
TEREBEIENIIEST - FIEEHIZHY  Christian before becoming a Buddhist. In Hong Kong, I
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attended online Dharma talks or CT'TB’s ceremonies and never
visited an actual Buddhist temple. After arriving at the CTTB,
I got up at three o’clock the following day to prepare for the
Morning Ceremony. I arrived at the Buddha Hall five minutes
early and found no one there. I didn’t know where to stand since
I had never attended a real Dharma assembly.

I got scolded twice for standing in the wrong place because
I wasn’t clear about the temple’s rules, which made me very
nervous.At the Evening Ceremony, when I closed my eyes
and recited the sutra, I put down my hands while holding the
Daily Recitation Book. As a result, I was publicly called out for
disrespecting the sutra, and someone promptly took away my
book. The situation was very embarrassing. At that time, my
mood suddenly fluctuated. I felt my heart beat fiercely, and
heat rushed to my head. Then, there was a strong energy in the
Buddha Hall that entered my body through my head, calming
me down and soothing my simmering anger. I also remembered
what the Venerable Master often said: “Everything is a test to see
what you will do. If you don’t recognize the situation, you have
to start all over again!” Although I didn’t lose my temper at the
time, my mood became very low.

At 7:30 pm, I listened to the Master’s recorded lecture. I sat
on the chair at the end of the hall and looked at the statue of
Guanyin Bodhisattva and the Venerable Master’s portrait from
a distance. Suddenly, the scene in front of me began to change;
the background of the portrait started to blur, and then it was
as if I “saw” the Master, like a real person standing on the stage
looking at me and all the audience with very compassionate eyes.
I felt like a wronged child seeing his loving father, and I couldn’
help but shed tears like a waterfall. After crying for a long time,
a voice in my heart said, “Okay, you have been crying so hard
about such minor things; dont cry anymore!” At that time, my
mood gradually calmed down.

I was still feeling a bit down during the first few days. One day,
when I listened to the Venerable Master’s lecture, the recording
suddenly jumped to a very strange place. The Venerable Master
said in a clear voice: “I often tell you, ‘Everything is a test.” We
have been living for many kalpas, and we don’t know what sins
we have committed, what karma we have with whom, and what
is not perfect, so there will be many unsatisfactory things and
problems. At this time, ‘everything is a test; it depends on what
you do.” What should you do? Not what should you not do?



FETE ? BREEINET - T—1U)
=Eh o BREE? 0 BIRETE
EIRE CEE ? HEE A > HE
HPER - T —UNEEER - B 7
o IREH B - Rt SRR - B
G AR - SR AEENE
FOREECHIE > IRAZEER ~ 3~ fit
REEEERE - ( (NHATELR
) O WER AN OLRER - BfFiEEL
ANEREFFOIE R EEAEE - AE
KB REG T R E AR
A At A K o BE R il S BCE B O

SEfHVEREMIE - EEE AR
RIS -

BB KB P T BRI

WAEEMSIN TS - HAR
AvEL > FTAES - REIRAVIIIHE 0 1R
AT A BT = FEZ TR - —K
FEEESROR B IR AT - FRZEARAA T — 1
RV SRAIRER ST > —FEIRIBEE(E X
ARG ESINE BT 5 - BE
B — KA AL 58 R HTRSS - B
B AR ES T o tha] DL B Y
SR o LRI EE IR T4 -

P s FE SR a2 15 - seE 2
BB o (EAEHE FhIRHT SR EFIR
Y - (AR FETE - WZE B IRETS
F o HELOTSLAIEE S 0 T EER
FIA IR ——E B - K
REFEHCHZHEZET @ HEHCAHL
HIZE o WLAARTER 8 - & B Al
—{EARERENE > A2/ DTk — R {E
KU o APIE(E PpRAE - s B
EARNEMREAE - REBEHERE
OSSR TR - (HHBZHER{HEE
BT —BUEHRAE - RIRE
B T 20 - (B0 5 A UhfE IR
Al > WG H S AR > HgH
AR o BN PSS THERRET R AT 5E
FEtE B2 2R EE - ARG e
ZEARHYRATEE |

Looking at others is to search outside. ‘Everything is a test to
see what you should do?” — if you don’t recognize the situation,
you have to start all over again. ‘Everything is a test; let’s see what
he does?” — if you understand him, you won’t blame him; ‘if he
doesn’t know the situation, he has to start over again.” These few
words are all about self-reflection. Don’t look at you, me, or him,
but learn from Bodhisattvas.” (7he Sixth Patriarchs Platform
Sutra) 1 was shocked at that time, as this was the Master’s most
direct response to my feelings. I saw the Master’s presence in a
portrait at CTTB and heard his response to the questions in his

lecture. This was indeed an inconceivable state.

The inconceivable state in the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas

I attended the Guanyin Session at CT'TB. I need to be more
mindful, and meditation has always been my major weakness.
When I meditate at home, I either have false thoughts or doze
off. One day, while meditating in the Buddha Hall, I suddenly
entered a very calm and gentle state, a wonderful state where
I was very awake but not paying much attention to outside
things. This was the first time I felt such a powerful state, and
I understood that I could achieve a deeper state as long as I
continued to work hard. After that, I enjoyed meditation more
than before.

I have traveled to many famous places around the world and
eaten various delicious foods. But my experience at the CTTB
was very special, living in a small room and eating simple
vegetarian foods. As the Abbot often said, “Welcome everyone
back to our home—the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.” I felt
that I had really gone home, returning to my inner home. And as
a Dharma Master said, “CTTB is like a furnace. We know how
much gong-fu we have once we enter it.” I didn’t even know the
most basic Buddhist rituals as a Buddhist. I thought my temper
had greatly improved since I became a Buddhist. However,
when encountering a test, I was moved by my emotions and
had no concentration. I like Guanyin Bodhisattva, but if the
Bodhisattva stood before me, I believe I wouldn't recognize him
because I don’t have pure eyes. On behalf of ignorant sentient
beings like myself who can still live peacefully in this world, I
am really grateful for the compassionate blessings and aid of the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas!
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The Response of Reciting the Great Compassion Mantra

Two years ago, my mother was diagnosed with new bone
metastasis. As she was old and didn’t want to suffer too much,
she only chose radiotherapy and oral medication. Although I
am a doctor, I felt helpless. At that time, I remembered that a
disciple of the Venerable Master said that he recited the Great
Compassion Mantra 108 times every day for his father, and
his father’s cancer was cured. Although I had only become a
Buddhist for a few months at that time, I still vowed to recite
the Great Compassion Mantra 108 times every day for my
mother. Since I had to work, achieving this goal at first was
quite difficult. But later, once I memorized it, I could recite
the Mantra while walking, driving, or cooking. Initially, the
doctor predicted that, without any potent treatments, my
mother’s cancer could recur within a few months. But two
years later, she is still healthy, without any signs of recurrence.
I am really grateful to Guanyin Bodhisattva for his blessings.

After that, reciting the Great Compassion Mantra became
a part of my life. Now, I can recite it around 130 to 150 times
every day. When I am free, I naturally recite it, greatly reducing
my false thoughts and making me feel much calmer. I also
dedicate my merit to all sentient beings, hoping the mantra
will protect them.

One day, a colleague who had access to the hospital’s death
statistics suddenly asked me: “Have there been many fewer
admissions to the hospital recently? Why did the mortality
rate of the medical wards suddenly drop by 20 to 30%?” The
admissions figures have been stable, and coupled with the
COVID-19 pandemic at the time, the mortality rate around
the world was rising sharply; therefore, how could one explain
this sudden decrease in the mortality rate? The drop roughly
happened around the same time I started reciting the Great
Compassion Mantra [so I believe it is due to the power of the
Mantra]. This Mantra is really a great spiritual mantra, a great
bright mantra, a supreme mantra, an unequaled mantra. It can
remove all suffering; it is genuine and not false!” The Master
said that if a person can uphold the Shurangama Mantra, the
demon king won’t be born, and the world won’t end. Although
we are just ordinary sentient beings, if we expand our hearts,

this spiritual Mantra can protect many sentient beings around
us! &



