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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Commentary:

If beings overwhelmed with sexual desire constantly and
reverently hold Guanyin Bodhisattva in their hearts, their
passion will subside. Some people study the Buddhadharma
on one hand and entertain lustful desire on the other. The more
they study the Dharma, the stronger their desire becomes. They
think about sex all day long, until their thoughts of desire are
like flowing water that runs endlessly. This is the worst kind
of thought and the worst kind of behavior, a very bad sign.
What should these people do? They don’t have to be nervous or
worried. They should constantly and reverently recite Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name. It’s not good enough just to recite her name;
you must also be reverent. How so? You should bow to Guanyin
Bodhisattva more often.

Bowing to the Buddhas is paying deep reverence to the
Buddhas. Most people dont understand what bowing to the
Buddhas means. Those who aren’t Buddhist say it’s just bowing
to clay images or wooden idols. What’s the point of bowing
to such things? Blind people speak blindly. Because they don’t
have eyes, they can'’t see the Buddhas’ light shining everywhere,
so they say this is idol worship. In fact, bowing to the Buddhas
represents reverence in our hearts. In order to respect the Three
Jewels, we must bow to the Buddhas every day. Remember not

to be arrogant and think, “I'm so great. 'm greater than the
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Buddhas. Why should I bow to them?” That would be a
mistake.

If people are constantly and reverently mindful of
Guanyin Bodhisattva, their sexual passion will disappear.
You say, “But I like sexual desire. What am I going to do
without it?” If you like it, you can keep it. There’s nothing
to worry about. Just by not reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name, you can keep it. If you don’t like to have sexual
desire, you can get rid of it. If you want to keep it, you don't
have to get rid of it. Either way, it’s up to you. With the
miraculous applications of her spiritual powers, Guanyin
Bodhisattva fulfills the wishes of all who call on her.

If beings beset by much anger constantly and
reverently hold Guanyin Bodhisattva in their hearts,
they will rid themselves of anger. What is anger? It’s a
manifestation of your temper. Anger is a kind of affliction,
and afflictions arise because of ignorance. Anger is like fire.

As the saying goes, “One spark of anger will burn up a
forest of merit.” The ancients said, “Firewood gathered for
a thousand days burns up by a single spark’s blaze.” What
does that mean? You can chop firewood for a thousand
days, but one little spark can burn it all up. This describes
how we may try to do good and virtuous deeds over a long
period of time, but as soon as we get mad and give rise to
the fire of ignorance, all that merit and virtue is burned up.
What kind of people like to get mad? Asuras!

Everyone’s astrology can be analyzed in terms of six
astrological paths. Some are associated with the path of
Buddhas. Some enter the path of immortals. Others are
inclined to follow the paths of humans, animals, hungry
ghosts, or asuras. Those on the Buddha path are, for the
most part, compassionate. Those on the ghost path are,
for the most part, treacherous. They always put their
own interests first; they’re cunning and dishonest. Such
untrustworthy people are sneaky like ghosts. They act like
ghosts to disturb people. Those on the path of humans
have affinities with humans. Those of the animal path are
insatiably greedy for everything—“the more the better” is
their attitude. Asuras, on the other hand, like to get angry.
Those on the path of immortals like to be carefree and at

leisure.
50 To be continued

JUNE 2024 Vasra BopHi Sea | 7

[EagNTr] ‘ W3S VWSVHQ ¥3d0dd



