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Documentary “Bringing Dharma West —
Chan Master Hsuan Hua” Wins Film Festival Awards
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Written and English Translated by Zhan Ying
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The documentary “Bringing Dharma West — Chan Master Hsuan
Hua” has its world premiere at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
in two parts, which was screened on two Saturday evenings, April 28
and May 4, 2024. According to laywoman Madalena Tan, it originated
from a layperson who donated all her savings and planned to make
an animation film to introduce the life of Venerable Master Hua.
However, Madalena was unfamiliar with animation films and was
commissioned to produce a documentary about Venerable Master Hua.
Therefore, after obtaining the donor’s consent and approval from the
Board of Directors of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA),
she decided to use the funds to produce a documentary.

Wang Yu, who works on a Chinese television station, introduced
two directors, Hu Zhaohui and Zhou Xiaozhe, to Madalena. After
talking about it, Hu Zhaohui and Zhou Xiaozhe decided to make a
documentary about the Master voluntarily, and all funds were used
for production expenses. The two directors also invited famous

videographer Li Dongfeng and others to take charge of the shooting.
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They went to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to shoot and
visit many branch monasteries of DRBA in the United States,
Canada, and Asia.

Madalena was very happy that the crew followed her on a
vegetarian diet during the filming.Director Hu Zhaohui pointed
out that he originally wanted to make a documentary that lasted
a dozen minutes but ended up with a film that lasted two hours
and fifteen minutes. He originally wanted to make a traditional
documentary with narration. After conducting numerous
interviews, he felt that the spoken words of the interviewees
had more emotional impact than written narration. Ultimately,
he strung together the interviewees conversations into a
documentary. They experienced frequent emotional moments
during the production process. Since there is still a lot of footage
and interviews that have not been included, the third episode is
currently being edited.

Director Zhou Xiaozhe is responsible for editing the
documentary. For her, the editing process was like “stringing
a plate of beans together with a thread.” The process is time-
consuming and arduous. Zhou Xiaozhe said, “When I first
promised Madalena to do this project, I didn’t expect it would
take so much time. We did our best because we saw that everyone
was doing their best to spread Buddhism and that they firmly
believed in Buddhism. But we are the ones who benefit the most;
we have greatly improved in practice and as people. I hope this
documentary is not the end, but the beginning of people getting
to know the Master and learning the Dharma.”

The film crew started interviewing and filming in March 2018
until the completion of the two-part documentary in December
2023, spanning nearly six years. It features original Buddhist
music and songs by Reverend Heng Sure and Upasika Loni Baur,
musical accompaniment by Buddhist music producer, composer,
and singer Imee Ooi, and paintings by Man Qianhe, associate
professor at the School of Design and Arts at Beijing Institute of
Technology, all of which add much luster to the film.

In 2024, this documentary has already received an Honorary
Mention from the London Global Film Festival, won the
Nomination Award at the Rome World Cinema Festival, and
the Finalist Award at the Clout Film Festival in the United States.

Search for the English title “Bringing Dharma West—Chan
Master Hsuan Hua” on YouTube to watch the first and second
episodes of this documentary. Those interested in screening this

film may contact cttbofhice@drba.org. &



