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A Brief Introduction to the Infinite Life Sutra
(continued)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Jing in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on September 16-22, 2022
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(Continued from issue #643)

The land of Ultimate Bliss has a very special tree called the
Bodhimanda Tree, the Bodhi tree where Amitabha became enlightened.
This tree can preach the Dharma on the six sense objects. When our
eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind come into contact with this
Bodhimanda Tree, all six faculties become clear and keen. According to
the Tiantai school’s classification of the Complete Teachings, only when
Bodhisattvas reach the Tenth Practice position can their six faculties
become pure and free from all afflictions.

Ananda, when gods and humans in that land see those trees, they
will attain the Three Kinds of Patience on Phenomena: first, patience
with regard to sounds and their echoes; second, patience with regard
to compliance with reality; and third, patient acceptance of the non-
arising of phenomena. Those who personally see the Bodhimanda Tree
can attain three kinds of patient acceptance of phenomena and become
irreversible.

The first is patience with regard to sounds and their echoes, where
one can listen to and be patient with sounds of kindness, evil, good,
and bad. This is the level of a third-ground Bodhisattva.

The second is patience with regard to compliance with reality,
meaning one has risen to wisdom and is free from afflictions, with
both body and mind being soft and compliant. This is the level of a
Bodhisattva in the fourth, fifth, or sixth ground.

The third is patient acceptance of the non-arising of phenomena,
referring to the Dharma of non-arising, the True Reality mentioned
in the Heart Sutra, where Dharma is neither produced nor destroyed.
Dwelling in True Reality is the level of a Bodhisattva in the seventh
ground and above.

These are the admirable virtues of Amitabha’s Bodhimanda Tree,
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which are truly incredible and inconceivable.

The majestic features and adornments in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss naturally flow forth from the Tathagata’s inherent virtue. All
the precious jewels, treasures, and majestic features in the Land of
Ultimate Bliss are not imported from other planets by Amitabha
Buddha. They manifest from Amitabha’s inherent virtue and the
pure Dharma body, not from trade imports or karmic forces.
Although they manifest from Amitabhas inherent virtue, we
all have these majestic features and adornments inherent in our
Buddha nature. However, our false thoughts and attachments
cover them, and they can only be uncovered through cultivation.
This is why the ancient virtuous ones said, “Only when one’s
practice matures can the virtue of one’s inherent nature be
revealed.”

Therefore, after being reborn in the Pure Land, Amitabha
continuously blesses and supports the residents of the Pure Land
in all aspects. He meticulously thought about all our needs when
he spent five kalpas designing the Land of Ultimate Bliss. His
thorough planning ensures that it becomes inevitable for us to
attain Buddhahood.

Next, Shakyamuni Buddha tells us about the defilements and
evils in the Saha World so that we become disenchanted and
detached from this “barely bearable” world. The Shurangama
Sutra states that people in the human realm are half rational
and half emotional. When encountering situations, our internal
attachments to love, hatred, arrogance, and doubt become active,
leading us to commit the five evils: killing, stealing, lust, lying,
and taking intoxicants.

Those who commit the five evils may face legal consequences
during their lifetime and fall into the three evil paths after death,
experiencing five sufferings and five burnings. The pain in the
three evil paths is like being burned by fire. We can see news of
these five evils every day through various media. This is why the
Buddha established the five precepts to counteract the five evils
and protect us from falling into the three evil paths.

Humans in the world are caught up in love and desires.
They are born alone and die alone; come alone and go alone.

The Buddha said that people come to this world constantly seeking
comfort and happiness, filling their minds with love and desires.
Although we have family, friends, and fellow practitioners, in the
endless cycle of birth and death, “we are born alone and die alone;

»
we come alone and go alone. s0To be continued
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