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An Excerpt from a Dharma talk by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

at the Buddhist Maha Vihara Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia on November 24, 1988
English Translated by Bhikshuni Jin Ben

In our world, there are ten dharma realms: the dharma realm
of Buddhas, the dharma realm of Bodhisattvas, the dharma realm
of those Enlightened to Conditions, the dharma realm of Sound
Hearers, the dharma realm of Heavens, the dharma realm of Asuras,
the dharma realm of Humans, the dharma realm of Animals, the
dharma realm of Hungry Ghosts, and the dharma realm of Hells.

Some say, “I believe in Buddha, but not the existence of ghosts.”
If you only believe in Buddha and not the existence of ghosts,
you have not understood Buddhadharma. Because ghosts will be
Buddhas who have not yet attained Buddhahood, and Buddhas
were ghosts who have attained Buddhahood. If you don’t believe
in the existence of ghosts, you shouldn’t believe in Buddha. Each
of these ten Dharma realms exists and is indisputable. What is
the dharma realm of Buddhas? The dharma realm of Buddhas is
when one’s blessings and wisdom are perfected. You are the Doubly
Complete Honored One when your blessings are complete, and
your wisdom is perfected.

“Doubly Complete Honored One” means being complete in
blessings and wisdom. Some think “Doubly Complete Honored
One” refers to having two legs. Although it can also be said that two
legs are noble, this theory is a bit far-fetched. Everyone is originally
a Buddha, but because of a single thought of ignorance, they fall
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into the realm of sentient beings. As a result, their blessings are no
longer complete, and their wisdom is no longer perfect.

The difference between Buddhas and us, living beings, is
that Buddha is complete in blessings and wisdom. The Buddha
“cultivated blessings and wisdom for three asamkhyeya kalpas
and planted the causes for the hallmarks and characteristics for a
hundred kalpas.” The Buddha cultivated blessings and wisdom for
three great asamkhyeya kalpas and good appearances for a hundred
kalpas. Because of this, the Buddha has thirty-two hallmarks and
eighty subsidiary characteristics; his blessings are complete, and
his wisdom is perfected. Therefore, “Buddhism” can be called the
“teaching of wisdom,” which is to teach people to develop wisdom;
it can also be called the “teaching of the mind” because the Buddha
is the mind, and the mind is the Buddha.

Your mind can become a Buddha, or it can become a ghost;
your mind can go to the heavens, or it can go to the hells. If your
mind gives rise to such intentions and puts it into action, then
the undergoing of retributions will be in the future. So, those who
study Buddhism must remember to be cautious! You must know
the principle of cause and effect. Don’t plant wrong causes, or you
will get the wrong retributions in the future. As the saying goes,
“Once you lose the form of your human body, you will not be able
to recover it in ten thousand kalpas.” When reborn as an animal,
you may want to get out of being an animal and return to being a
human. At that time, you would have been overrun by your karma,
which was beyond your control, and there wouldnt be any options
for you.

“To understand the causes of the past, look at what is happening
to you now; to know the results of the next life, look at what you
are doing now.” What you do in this life will receive the result in
the next life; what you encounter is the cause and effect you planted
in your previous life. If you understand this principle, you should
not blame others and harbor an attitude that constantly complains.

So everyone! Everyone should “be complacent in their position
and safeguard their post,” which is “If you are rich and noble, act
with dignity and propriety; if you are poor and lowly, act with humility
and simplicity; if you are among barbarians, adapt to their ways; if
you encounter adversity, deal with it accordingly.” (From The Doctrine
of the Mean). Whatever position you are in, act according to the
conditions. However, it would help if you were always proper and
did not improperly conduct yourself by doing things deceptively.

Humans and Buddhas are just one thought away. Even animals,
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TR BRI AR &% hungry ghosts, and hells are just one thought away from Buddhas. So
M BRAEBER A o AOERRLFE > itis said that “everything is created from the mind alone,” which means
% o [l o M —a9a  all Buddhas of the three periods of time should contemplate the nature
AR - HERE—2IfE  of the Dharma Realm that everything is created from the mind alone.
BH » ESERE T FTLU T 4 > It can also be said if people would like to know all ghosts of the three
TEHM T R —— =482 - periods of time, they should contemplate the nature of the Dharma
B ~ §8521A R - 1 | Realm; everything is made from the mind alone; if people would like to
U AHERE T B A IR {% © know all hells of the three periods of time, they should contemplate the
FE AR T o iE Wi AE  nature of the Dharma Realm, everything is made from the mind alone.
B SEy » iS seEN R R A =R If you can understand this, you will know that the beings in hell are
BT DL s2 S faE R fn AR Y B - unenlightened Buddhas, and Buddhas are beings who were once hell

SR MK FARBUIER]  beings. Since the hells are completely suffering and Buddhas are blissful,
AR THEAY WERY S 4 we all want to become Buddhas because we are greedy for pleasure and
FREE TR - A~ HUEL 0 SEBHY  are afraid of suffering. After becoming Buddhas, we should return to
MU - THYE | gEEEgAE K H 0 our original substance. All of us were originally Buddhas, but because
FRFIRES « Kfe - 2% &  of one single thought of ignorance, we went down the wrong road and
AR S A B¢ o &M became living beings, particularly ghosts. Ghosts have green faces and
MECHEEERNE - TR, sharp fangs, and their hairs shoot upright. Their heads are split into two,
B oo IETEEERI - FORSS% - B probably because they had too many surgeries. This is the retribution
DU A7 BB 0% - 384 of having ugly appearances. It came about because they did ugly things
STEHA R A% > #—25  and had to undergo retributions for looking ugly.

BERPREEE G o ELETERY - ia Today, we have all come to receive the transmission of the Precepts
BEHR AR » ArE st ArE S - i1 for the Deceased on behalf of the deceased. Deceased beings are ghosts,

HE RS - animals, and hell beings. They all belong to the netherworld. “The
netherworld” is a dark place without sunlight. There is no sun, moon,
or starlight. It is not that there is no starlight, moonlight, or sunlight,
but that the beings there are obstinate, insensitive, and do not perceive.
This is a retribution for the inability to see the light, so they often live
in darkness. This kind of life is full of suffering and with no joy. There
is not even a little bit of happiness. It is completely suffering. For such
beings, the more intense the suffering is, the more suffering they feel
until it becomes unbearable.

Those who are in the human realm have both suffering and happiness,
but there is only suffering and no happiness in hell. It is not fun in the
animal realm, either. Look at those animals; they are always unhappy.
Hungry ghosts are also unhappy. Their hatred caused them to fall into
the realm of ghosts. This is because of hatred. Those who are born
animals are due to their stupidity. Beings fall into hell because they are
too greedy. They are greedy for everything. There is nothing they are
not greedy for, and they end up in hell. Hell beings ended up there

due to greed. The hells were not prepared for you by the Buddhas or
Bodhisattvas. It is your greed that creates these hells.

16| EBIERE —Oo_WFRA
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Now, because they are in hell, they transmigrate into the six realms,
and there is no hope of escaping from the cycle of life and death.
Therefore, we Buddhists should practice the Bodhisattva path based
on the four immeasurable minds of loving-kindness, compassion,
sympathetic joy, and equanimity to rescue the beings in the
netherworld. This is also a method left by the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas,
and patriarchs from the past, one of the 84,000 methods.

There is no second among the 84,000 practices. All of them are
first and foremost. There are 84,000 Dharmas and 84,000 firsts. Why
do I say that? Because if the dharma door accords with a certain living
being, then it would be the first and foremost method for that living
being. If it does not accord with that certain living being, it does not
mean it is a runner-up because it may accord with the conditions
of other living beings. So there are 84,000 firsts among the 84,000
Dharmas. You should practice whatever method that suits you.

Today, the Precepts for the Deceased are being transmitted, which
is unprecedented in Malaysia. Well, because there are many ghosts
and spirits in Malaysia, by transmitting the Precepts for the Deceased,
they can all be liberated, be freed from suffering, attain happiness,
and be reborn in a wholesome realm. This is of great help to the
world, to the people’s well-being, and to this country. If there are not
so many vengeful ghosts in the country, the country will naturally
have a good harvest, the people will be safe and prosperous, and
the country will be peaceful. Even if you do not seek peace, it will
naturally be peaceful; even if you do not seek world peace, the world
will be peaceful.

This time, the “Precepts for the Deceased” were transmitted
in Malaysia (Editor’s note: The Venerable Master transmitted
the “Precepts for the Deceased” at the Buddhist Maha Vihara in
Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur, on November 24, 1988). It can be said
that it greatly benefits the country and the people. When I was in
the United States, there were many obstacles to my visit to Malaysia.
These obstacles were not necessarily caused by humans, but there
were some poisonous dragons, some aquatic creatures, and some
vengeful ghosts who wanted to be liberated yet still wanted to cause
trouble for everyone. In this way, we encountered various problems
of different durations, preventing me from joining the delegation
on the trip to Malaysia. My visa was not processed, and many issues
arose from that.

These problems are also the way of the Dharma. They should exist
as it is the way of the Dharma. These are aiding factors for propagating
the Dharma, or they can also be seen as demonic obstacles. If you
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look at it positively, it is an inverse aid for propagating
the Dharma; if you look at it negatively, it seems to be
an obstacle. It may seem an obstacle, but it is a part of
aiding in propagating the Dharma. So it is said:

Demons polish the True Way.

Only when the Way is true do the demons come.

The more you polish, the brighter it becomes;

the brighter it is, the more you need to polish.

Polishing until you shine like the moon in mid-autumn,
Which glows in the sky and

Sheds light on the hordes of demons.

When those hordes retreat before your light

Your fundamental Buddha nature appears.

If you can look at it this way, you would know that
“reversal is the movement of the Dao; and weakness
marks the course of Dao’s mighty deeds.” Bad things are
the beginning of good things, and good things are the
beginning of bad things; if you can look at things this
way, there is no problem in the world at all, and there
will be no problem with everything. As the saying goes,
“There is nothing to worry about in the world; only
mediocre people make trouble for themselves.” We take
up greed, anger, and stupidity and apply effort to these
until we perceive good things to be bad. Bad things will
become good if you practice precepts, concentration,
and wisdom. Therefore, “everything is created from the
mind alone.”

This is the beginning of this practice of transmitting
the “Precepts for the Deceased” in Malaysia. We hope
Malaysia’s venomous insects, poisonous snakes, demons,
ghosts, spirits, and ghouls can attain the proper fruition
as soon as possible and stop disturbing the world. The
second time I came here (1981), I heard that evil spirits
collectively possessed the school. Why did this happen?
It’s because everyone’s mind is not proper. If the human
mind is proper, these evil things will disappear. As the

saying goes, “Evil cannot overcome good.”
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A Compilation of Q&A

Question: The four elements are empty, and all things are
impermanent. What is the true nature?
Master: Ghost.

Question: My parents passed away in mainland China, and I
was unable to visit their graves. I don’t think they will be able to
benefit from my practice of bowing to the Buddhas in Taiwan.
Master: If you are sincere, they will be able to get a response from
you no matter how far away you are. If you are not sincere, they
will not be able to connect with you even if you are right in front
of them.

Question: A family member of mine has recently passed
away. How should the family members dedicate merits to the
deceased so that the deceased can be reborn in a good place
and avoid falling into the three lower realms?

Master: [ recently saw a news report about a colonel in Thailand
who died three times and came back to life. He told everyone
about his experiences of going to heaven and hell. According to

him, the merits of offerings to the Three Jewels are immeasurable.

It can also help liberate relatives. Therefore, we must refrain from
evil and practice good to liberate our relatives. This is the only way
to liberate our relatives.

Question: Master, how can we correctly liberate our ancestors?
Should we also liberate their relatives from the kalpas passed
or the earth spirits in our homes?

Master: Actually, you can liberate them with just your filial

respect. You don’t need to burn paper money or do other things.

Of course, in Buddhism, reciting sutras is one of the practices, but
to truly liberate parents and ancestors, you must not lose your
temper. Please don't listen to those ignorant people who say that
they should deposit a certain amount of money in the bank of the
netherworld before they die and then use it after they die. This is
highly ignorant! This is not what people should have.

Most people believe in burning paper money. It is said that
the origin of burning paper money came about when Emperor
Taizong of Tang. (When he visited the netherworld, he encountered
vengeful ghosts who sacrificed their lives for the sake of the
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country coming to beg for alms. After being instructed by
King Yama, Emperor Taizong wrote a promissory note to
borrow money from the netherworld. He distributed the
money to the vengeful ghosts and sent them away. Only then
did Emperor Taizong was able to leave the netherworld and
return). There is no way to verify whether it is true or not.
But we Buddhists should investigate whether it is logical or
not. Think about it: this world is populated by more than
just Chinese people. Western countries have no such custom
for burning paper money. So when Westerners die, do they
all become poor ghosts? It would be best if you could clarify.
Ghosts are already ghosts; why do they need money?

So, intelligent people should not do stupid things, and
foolish people should also learn to be smart. Don't be so
superstitious by burning money here, burning paper there,
and depositing a lot of money in the netherworld. Burning
a few paper planes, a few paper ships, a few paper cars,
burning this and that, burning too many things to be listed
here, don’t you think this is stupid? If you have this money,
it would be better to do some good deeds in the world! You
can be worse than a child.

Question: If we wish to liberate living beings across the
ten dharma realms, can everyone make this resolve, or is
it something only enlightened high sangha can achieve?
Master: While enlightened high sanghas are capable of this,
if everyone resolves to liberate living beings across the ten
dharma realms, simply being a good person accomplishes
liberation.

Question: The Master’s practice can influence dragons
and the heavens. May I suggest that you guide us to
liberate our fellow kin who have died in the past hundred
years?

Master: We held the Guanyin’s Great Compassion Dharma
Assembly for Protecting the Nation and Relieving Disasters
this time. All the vengeful ghosts who died thousands of years
ago came and were liberated. But you don’t know about it.
Even if I said I knew about it, you wouldn’t believe it.

Question: Can I take three plagues to receive the Precepts
transmission for the Deceased in the morning?
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Master: If you think it is okay, you can, but I think taking too
many plagues is disrespectful and insincere. Which one are you
trying to liberate? This should be done seriously, with great respect
and caution. Don't think they are just paper plagues; when the
soul comes, it will manifest its spirit. If you take so many, what
would happen if you can’t hold them?

Question: Can the Precepts for the Deceased be taken
repeatedly?

Master: It is okay if you eat a meal today and if you eat a meal
tomorrow. You don’t know how much benefit they have gained
after you received it on their behalf. You should cherish the dead
and remember your ancestors. This is a kind of filial respect. You
can take it as many times as you want. I replied to the question
regarding eating a meal, saying that you should eat once in your
lifetime and don’t eat more than that.

Question: Why do you have to pay NT$500 to receive the
Precepts for the Deceased? What should one do if one doesn’t
have the money?

Master: Why do you have to eat every day? You can choose not
to receive the Precepts for the Deceased. You are not forced into
1t.

Translator: He said, “When we started chanting Amitabha, he
saw many spirits and bodhisattvas in the sky. Many dragons were
flying, followed by a Buddha sitting in the lotus position. Many
people were bowing down. Initially, they looked depressed, but
when the mantra was chanted, they seemed joyful because they
had been freed. Numerous flowers and solemn decorations were
also present.”

Venerable Master: Some people saw inconceivable states, and
some people saw a supremely adorned way-place.

Why can some people perceive different states of the ordinary
and the sages even though they haven't officially obtained the
Thousand Hands and Thousand Eyes yet? Why do people have
good eyesight? They lit incense and lamps to offer to the Buddhas
so they had bright eyesight.

The man by the surname Ma came here to pray for a liberation
Dharma Assembly so he could liberate beings. He said he had
been looking for two years, but no one could do it. When he and
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his wife were in Lantan (Chiayi, Taiwan), someone, whether
it was Lu Zu (Daoist Master), Guanyin, or Laozi, told them
to come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and ask the
four-fold disciples of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to
help liberate them. On the day of the Dharma Assembly, these
people were delighted and very moved. They knew the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas was not just empty talk. They saw it
with their own eyes and heard it with their ears, and the ghosts
and spirits also gave them confirmation. They said they would
come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas more often in the
future. If we have a Dharma Assembly, they would rush to
get here. Therefore, we have all sincerely influenced them to
believe in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. This is what I
have to tell you today.

Speaking of plagues, I will tell you about the Ullambana
Dharma Assembly in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. There
was a time when more than 200 people came to participate
in the Dharma Assembly and participated in the Passing of
Offerings. It was very grand. Among them was a man whose
surname was Zhou. He had set up a plague for his mother
in another place. But his mother was a Buddhist and often
appeared in his dreams, saying, “You sent me to this place, but
I am not happy here. You should find me a place where people
truly cultivate the Way so I will be happy.” He had this dream
four or five times. He asked his mother, “Where do you want
to go?” His mother told him, “I want to go to the Gold Buddha
Monastery.” He was willing to believe this dream, so he moved
his mother’s plague to Gold Buddha Monastery. This time, his
mother immediately appeared in his dream, saying, “Now I am
happy.” Because of this, there are many spirits at Gold Buddha
Monastery and as many as seven or eight hundred plagues. So
think about it, everyone: even more practitioners in the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas do not kowtow to money, constantly
strive to cultivate, and want to study Buddhism seriously.
Everyone, you must understand this point clearly.

Question: What should we do for the deceased who has
passed away for forty-nine days? How can we help the
deceased be reborn in the Pure Land or a good place?

Master: The best way is to save people and help them. Saving
people is better than saving ghosts. %



