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Crossing Hong Kong
on the Ship of Compassion
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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

English Translated by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

in the Sea of Awakening (continued)

48. The Opening Ceremony of Tze Hing Chan Monastery (II)

(Continued from issue #646)

At the Dharma Assembly, unexpected events unfolded.
Typically, one must take a boat from Hong Kong to Lantau Island
at six o’clock in the morning. That noon, more than a thousand
people attended. Our banquet served ninety-seven tables, each
seating twelve people. After the Dharma Assembly ended, everyone
left. Strangely, after the people boarded the boat, it started to rain
and continued for several days. There was enough food for three
tables, and fifty to sixty people stayed on the mountain that night
and consumed everything in one meal. They ate all the vegetarian

food I had prepared. Speaking of this, it is truly incredible!
[Postscript] Notes from Upasika Stella Tam:

Everyone who participated in the Dharma Assemblies at Tze
Hing Chan Monastery on Lantau Island stayed at the temple due to
the long distance. As a result, rooms and beds were usually full, and
many people would sleep sitting in the Buddha Hall. I remember
during the Opening Ceremony of Tze Hing Chan Monastery’s left
court in 1954, many Dharma brothers stayed at the monastery,
while the young girls shared a room. Early in the morning, the

person who woke everyone up ran into the rooms, hitting the

board loudly, and soon the sound of the bell from the Buddha Hall
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Group photos of the Opening Ceremony at Tze Hing Monastery in 1954.
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reached our ears. One girl said, “I cannot get up. You all go for
the Morning Recitation!” The blanket was warm; someone
took the lead, and everyone was willing to slack off and be
comfortable for a while, so no one was preparing to get up for
the Morning Recitation.

Suddenly, Dharma Brother Kuo Ping, a resident at the
monastery, rushed into the room in a panic and whispered,
“You all better get up! The Venerable Master lost his temper
and said anyone who didn’t get up for the Morning Recitation
would be sent down the mountain! The Venerable Master
also said, ‘Having one good disciple is enough!” In less than
ten minutes, everyone in the room was in a ceremonial robe
and outer sash for laypeople, standing in the Buddha Hall.
From that moment on, I was afraid of being expelled from the
mountain gate by the Venerable Master and dared not miss
the Morning Recitation.

Below the Tze Hing Chan Monastery was a campsite where
people pitched tents and had fun. One night, the campers
heard a clarion around midnight. The next day, they went up
the mountain and inquired at the temple because the clarion
was blowing so early in the morning. Someone replied that
no one blew the clarion or had a clarion. It was said that the
mountain spirits blew the clarion to gather their retinues to

attend the Morning Recitation.
$3To be continued
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