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Dharma Realm Buddhist University
Earns Eight-Year Academic Reaccreditation
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On April 11, 2024, Dharma Realm Buddhist University
(DRBU) was pleased to announce that it had been granted an
eight-year academic reaccreditation by the WASC Senior College
and University Commission (WSCUC) after a comprehensive
review. DRBU was first granted accreditation in 2018, and this
eight-year renewal marks a significant milestone in the growth
and maturity of the university. DRBU offers undergraduate,
masters and certificate programs and is the only accredited four-
year institution in Mendocino County.

The WSCUC team visited DRBU in October, 2023 to
conduct a three-day review. The reviewing team commended
the University for its highly qualified faculty and staff, for the
transformational impact of the DRBU education on students
and alumni, and for its commitment to graduate students debt
free. WSCUC’s Commission Action Letter affirms that DRBU
has successfully fulfilled the rigorous standards set forth in the
accreditation process.

“We are proud of this eight-year reaffirmation and of
WSCUCs recognition of our distinctive strengths, especially
the transformational impact of our education and our ethic
of care,” said Dr. Susan Rounds, DRBU President. “This
accomplishment is due to the efforts of the whole University
community and our collective commitment to DRBU’s mission
and to WSCUC’s high standards for academic quality and
institutional effectiveness.”

Renowned for its distinctive “Great Books” style degree
programs, DRBU offers a unique educational experience
centered on Asian and Western core texts and the integration of
contemplative exercises.

The official WSCUC Action Letter is available for public
viewing on the WSCUS website, (https://www.wscuc.org/

institutions/dharma-realm-buddhist-university/)offering
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insightinto DRBU’s commitment to transformative education
and student-centered learning. For further information
about Dharma Realm Buddhist University and its accredited
programs, please visit www.drbu.edu.

After the campus visit and report by WSCUC team which
was conducted from from October 4 to 6, 2023, Dr. Rounds
introduced the updates of DRBU and the accreditation
inspection (WSCUC team visit) to the four assemblies in
the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on
October 7.

Dr. Rounds said, “On October 6, Dr Kuan, the team chair,
shared a summary of the team’s finding with a standing room-
only audience of DRBU faculty, administrators, students and
board members. The team found that everyone they talked to
understood and was committed to the mission and vision of
the university. In a private conversation with me, Dr. Kuan
told me that his team members had told them they wished
they could study at DRBU!”

In the past ten years, DRBU has grown steadily based on
its original foundation. In addition to obtaining accreditation,
starting from the fall semester of 2014, a new undergraduate
program and a new master’s program in Buddhism were
launched. In June 2015, the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association purchased a new campus for DRBU in downtown
Ukiah, which was later named the “Sudhana Center.”In the
fall semester of 2017, the then newly-renovated building at
the main campus of DRBU was put to use. For the spring
semester of 2024, the old auditorium of the Sudhana Center
has been renovated into a reading and study lounge. The
1,400-square-foot space, which originally had damaged floors
and peeling paint, has been given a new look after renovation.
It can not only be used for reading and self-study, but can also
be used as a small auditorium when needed.

Venerable Master Hua once said when he founded DRBU,
“Dharma Realm Buddhist University is an institution that
allows everyone to discover their inherent wisdom, inherent
morality, and inherent spirituality. Discover your inherent
wisdom, and you will not do confusing and upside-down
things to endanger the world. It is the purpose of DRBU.”
Now that it has been reaccredited for another eight years,
DRBU continues to work hard towards this goal to live up to

the Master’s expectations. &
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