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A Brief Introduction to the Infinite Life Sutra

(continued)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Jing in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on September 16-22, 2022

(Continued from issue #643)

* Majestic Features In The Land of
Ultimate Bliss

In today’s lecture we will talk
about the sentient and enviromental
retribution in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
We will also talk about the suffering of
transmigration in the Saha world and
the transmission of this sutra.

Let’s first get a holistic view of the
Land of Ultimate Bliss. “The Land of
Ultimate Bliss is naturally made of
seven jewels...vast, expansive without
bounds, radiant, subtle, wonderful,
exquisite, pure and majestic.”

This Buddha Land is naturally

adorned with seven kinds of jewels.

It is vast and expansive without

($e64381) bounds. Regardless of how many people are reborn there, the land can
o accommodate them all. There is never the concern of overpopulation.
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It is radiant and bright everywhere. This kind of light is not blinding

but very soothing. Everything in this land is subtle and wonderful, pure,
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majestic, peaceful, and blissful.

Because of Amitabha Buddhas forty-eight great vows, residents
of the Land of Ultimate Bliss will not give rise to greed, anger, and
delusion, and they even have five powerful spiritual powers. Their body
and mind will not give rise to calculative, judgmental thoughts. In the
Land of Ultimate Bliss, what we see with our eyes, what we hear with
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our ears, what we smell with our nose, what we taste with our tongue,
what we touch with our body, and the thoughts that arise from a
particular circumstance, are all speaking Dharma. This is called the
six sense objects speaking Dharma—they are forms, sounds, smells,
tastes, objects of touch, or dharmas.

As a result, the seeds of bad karma in our eight consciousness
are lying dormant and inactive. At the same time, we are practicing
and cultivating the seeds of pure and good dharma. This way, the
merit and virtue from our cultivation won't keep leaking, and we can
quickly grow and improve.

“The natural wonderful sound enables beings to accord with
purity, no-craving, stillness, and the principle of True Reality...
Sounds are clear and serene, full of depth and resonance, subtle
and wonderful, elegant and harmonious, the most supreme
sounds throughout all worlds in the ten directions.” Regardless
of whether it is the palace, raised pavilions, pools, jeweled flowers, or
jeweled trees, everything emits light and releases wonderful sounds of
Dharma. This enables the beings who hear this sound to accord with
purity, no-craving, and stillness. These natural wonderful sounds are
clear and serene, full of depth and resonance, subtle and wonderful,
elegant and harmonius, and is the most supreme sounds throughout
all worlds in the ten directions.

As you take a stroll beneath the trees, birds atop of the trees sing
and speak Dharma. At all times, you are naturally listening to the
Dharma. You won't feel tired or think it is hard work. How come?
This is because residents have the Vajra Narayana body. This is the
most durable and strong body. It's not a body where you would feel
tired, get sick, or break after using a few times. The Vajra Narayana
body is indestructible.

“Gentle, elegant fragrances containing myriad virtues spread
everywhere. Smelling the fragrances, one's habitual defilements
naturally cease to arise. As the breeze touches one’s body, one
experiences the same joys of a Bhikshu attaining the Samadhi of
Cessation.” What you smell is called gentle and elegant fragrances.
For example, fragrance similar to sandalwood, flowers, and so on.
Those who smell it will not give rise to afflictions and problematic
habits.When the fragrances are blown towards you by the gentle
breeze, you will be as blissful as if you had attained the fourth stage
of Arhatship. Everything naturally connect your mind to correspond
with the Mahayana Bodhi resolve.

Food, clothing, and various items all appear according to your

wishes. During mealtimes, whatever food you like will naturally
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appear before you. You will become full simply by seeing and
smelling the food. Most importantly, the function of eating
in the Land of Ultimate Bliss is for our body and mind to be
pliable and not be attached to flavors so that we can cultivate
more easily. This is entirely opposite from what we get from
food in the Saha world.

“That Buddhaland is pure and peaceful, subtly and
wondrously blissful, second only to wunconditioned
Nirvana.” We can even bathe in pools of the seven jewels.
After bathing, our body and mind are open, clear and happy.
Most importantly, the pool can cleanse away the defilements
in the mind. The Bodhisattvas and the Sravakas all have a
majestic and adorned appearances. Every one of them have
great blessings and virtue and great eloquence. They have all
have cultivated and perfected various paramitas. Isn't it great to
be surrounded by great Arhats and great Bodhisattvas?

The Buddha once spoke about the importance of good
spiritual advisors in the Avatamsaka Sutra and Agama Sutras.
The Buddha gave an analogy: once upon a time, there was a
donkey who listened to its owner and followed behind a horse.
Regardless of whether it was eating or walking, it was with a
horse. If the horse walked for a 100 miles, the donkey would
also walk for a 100 miles. If the horse walked for 1,000 miles,
the donkey would also walk for a 1,000 miles. In the end, the
donkey’s appearance and brays were both similar to that of
a horse. After that, the donkey then listened to the owner’s
instructions and ate and walked along with other donkeys.
When other donkeys walked for a 100 miles, this donkey also
walked 100 miles. In the end, the donkey through its behavior
turned back to being that of a donkey and it was no longer as
outstanding as a horse.

The same principle applies if we spend every day cultivating
with Bodhisattvas. Then learning prajna, kindness, compassion,
joy, and giving becomes easy for us. If we follow bad spiritual
friends, then without us even realizing it, our malicious and
judgemental thoughts are triggered. We will even pick up their
bad habits and become like them, and so we will stray further
and further away from the proper Path. As a result, a good
spiritual advisor is someone we cannot be without in our life.

In the Land of Ultimate Bliss, we can cultivate together
with non-treating Arhats and great Bodhisattvas until we

become a Buddha.

5 To be continued





