How I Make Mom Proud of Me!
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A Talk by Emelia Moore at the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on March 1, 2024
Chinese Translated by Dale Ding and Angela Li
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All Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master, Dharma
Masters, Dharma friends, Amitofo. My name is Emelia
Moore. I first came to CTTB on March 8, 2017. It was my
mom’s birthday, two years after she passed away from cancer.

At the time, I was a fifth-grade teacher in Willits. I took
the day off from work, wanting to remember my mom and
drive to the coast, a place she and I always loved. Instead of
driving on Highway 20 to Fort Bragg, I chose to explore a
new route through Boonville that I had heard of but never
been on.

As I got closer to Ukiah, I remembered hearing about a
Buddhist school in Talmage and being somewhat disillusioned
with the demands of my current teaching position, as well as

curious about the school for my own four children, I took

the Talmage exit and arrived at CTTB.
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I stopped at the girls’ school first (having seen the sign)
and went inside where I met Ms. Indra. I inquired about
the school for my children, and, learning of the tuition fees,
explained I was a credentialed teacher and if there was a need
for a teacher the following school year.

Upon hearing that I had three boys and one girl, and no
elementary teaching positions at Girls School, she directed
me to Boys School. There I met Mr. Koo in the office, who
took my name and number and I left. That same day, Mr.
Gracia called me and asked me to come back for an interview
several days later. I was informed there was an opening for
a 5th/6th core teacher at the boys school for the 2017-2018
school year, which I accepted.

I always wanted to be a teacher from a young age. I
enjoyed elementary school and was inspired to do well. I used
to “play school” with my stuffed animals and even convinced
my older brother once in a while to be the student while
I was the teacher. When I became a mother, my stepdad
reminded me of what I had wanted to be as a young girl and
convinced me that teaching was one of the best jobs for a
mom, since you had the same holidays and summer vacation
off.

In 2006, I went back to get my Master’s in teaching after
my first son was born. I taught third and fourth grade in
Oregon for several years before taking time off to raise my
children. Later, we moved to Orcas Island in the San Juan
Islands, off the coast of Washington, where I taught one of
my son’s preschool classes. After my mom died, and being
with her during those final months, I moved to California,
needing a change of scenery. Everywhere in Oregon reminded
me of her.

I taught fifth grade for two years in Willits before coming
to CTTB. Teaching kept me in the present moment and
brought out the best in myself, which I needed while
grieving. Teachers learn and grow from their students as
much as students learn from teachers. At the same time, I
knew I needed a change from public school and wanted my
children to be at a school that aligned more with our values.
They had been vegetarian since birth and the fact that we
would be eating a vegetarian lunch was a highlight.

I had been raised in a liberal Christian family, going to
church on Sundays. My mom was a Sunday school teacher,
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and my stepfather a minister in Oregon. I was exposed to
Krishna and some Buddhism, but it wasnt until I came
to CTTB that I saw and felt what was real. People were
walking the talk.

The genuine good roots of this place are what drew me
to teach at the Boys’ School. I knew the foundation was
here and that was what was missing in the public school
environment. The peacefulness of the campus alone made
it feel like I was coming home to a place I knew all along.
It fele familiar.

I moved to Ukiah that summer with the help of Mr.
Gracia and Mr. Chen. I led the summer camp for the
elementary boys and started teaching the following school
year as the 5th/6th core teacher. It was actually a relief
to me that the boys were not
perfect Buddhists, but regular
kids with emotions and energy.

I found beauty in the
imperfections at the school,
including the woodstove that
heated my classroom, which
Mr.

every morning before school.

Kellerman diligently lit

The older students doing a
lot of the planning for school
events were new to me. lhe
dedication of the other teachers

was inspiring and there was a
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lot I learned about being in a Buddhist monastery setting that first
year.

In a way it was a culture shock, never having been around so
many Asians before, in addition to Buddhists. Learning the chants,
when to bow, eating in silence, and expectations. Entering into this
Buddha Hall for the first time was humbling.

I started to look forward to listening to the Dharma talks in the
dining hall during lunch. As a teacher, it can be hard to find time
alone to quietly cultivate, but I took advantage of the opportunities
I had. This inspired me to read the collection of Dharma talks that
emphasized the importance of the Shurangama Sutra which was the
first sutra I read. I checked it out from the old DRBU library and
would sometimes read there on my breaks. Many parts were difficult
for me to understand and I had to reread the volumes, but Master
Hua’s commentary made it easier for me to reflect on. This inspired
me to read more sutras with his commentary.

Some highlights from my experience teaching at the Boys School
in grades second to sixth grades have been: taking the 5th/6th grade
to the food bank once a week with DM Jin Kai as part of their Virtue
Studies class, summer camp, meditating with students, playing
games with students, reading Chapter books, playing four-square
at recess, taking students for nature walks, working in the garden,
the Moon Festival, making mooncakes, Honoring Elders Day and
Cherishing Youth Day, Lunar New Year celebrations, sweeping and
raking around the school, and even a snowball “fight” last year.

I remember my first year here. The boys liked to play dodgeball
at recess in the street in front of DRBU, where they tried to hit
each other with the ball. They would get pretty loud and playfully
aggressive about it which seemed the opposite of the setting we were
in. That was stressful to supervise too! Needless to say, I put an end
to dodgeball! I think they were testing me as a new teacher.

I want to emphasize that the Boys  School is not a scary, wild
place to be. I think sometimes boys get an unfair representation
as being out of control. It’s actually a very beautiful, wholesome,
accepting place to be. You have to look for beauty in the mundane
and keep a positive attitude. The school becomes what we make of it.
You have to work hard and remember your initial reasons for being
here. If we focus on imperfections or what is lacking, maybe our
focus is off to start with.

Students have fun, be themselves, serious when needed, and
rising to lead when asked. Watching my students perform the dragon
dance or clean the classroom, I am impressed by their teamwork and
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effort. Boys are curious, forgiving, spontaneous, and playful. They
don’t take things too seriously. Some students in sixth grade this
year 've known since Kindergarten. It feels like a family. Like you've
stepped back in time with many parts untouched. There are many
dedicated teachers who are old and new that go above and beyond a
typical teacher’s role.

One of my favorite parts of teaching each year is the Cultural
Heritage Month celebrations. We have a Hispanic Heritage Month
Celebration in the fall, Black History Month Celebration in February,
and Asian & Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration in May.
Students perform social justice plays, sing songs, dance, read poetry,
and display artwork inspired by different cultures. Most recently
(last Friday), the third to sixth grade boys performed a play about Dr.
King’s 1963 March on Washington.

This is my real purpose and heart for teaching, for students to
learn about and appreciate people from all different backgrounds.
To show kindness and compassion in their lives wherever they go.
To not judge other people based on what they look like or where
they come from or how much money they have. To see the Buddha
nature in everyone.

My bachelor’s degree is in Peace Studies and through that I was
able to travel to Chiapas, Mexico to learn more about the indigenous
struggle there. I studied abroad in Ghana, West Africa learning about
the African diaspora, and the slave trade, and ended up living there
for over a year and traveling back to Ghana several times.

What stood out to me was how familiar people are in different
parts of the world and how people who have so little in terms of
material possession, have the biggest hearts. This time in my life
really opened my eyes and made me want to advocate for the
oppressed. In addition, I spent some time in my twenties homeless
with young children and that experience opened my eyes to people
from all walks of life. As a teacher, I want my students to realize that
we are more alike than different and not to be quick to judge.

I am grateful for being able to teach at IGDVS. It has changed
the course of my life as well as my children. I want to make my mom
proud and feel like working at the Boys School is making a positive
difference. I remember when my mom passed away, a friend told
me something beautiful would come out of it. I didn’t understand
exactly what she meant at the time because the world felt very empty
all of a sudden.

The person who believed in me the most was gone. I felt guilty
that I didn’t spend a lot of time with her in my twenties, busy with
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kids and wanting to be independent like I had it all
together. Just at the point in my life where I was ready
to settle down and have more of a relationship with my
mom, it was too late. I realized how fragile life is and
nothing can be taken for granted.

Now I understand what my friend meant by beauty
in the face of tragedy. I became stronger, feeling like I
had nothing to lose, and realized I needed to make the
most of my life. I needed to show myself more loving
kindness. I know my mom played a part in showing me
the way to CTTB.

I'm deeply inspired by Master Hua’s vision for the
school and want to do the best I can out of respect
for him. Without Master Hua establishing a Buddhist
monastery with an elementary school in Talmage, I don’t
believe I would have found Buddhism in this lifetime.
I had planned to take refuge and the five precepts on
March 8, 2020 (again my mom’s birthday). However,
due to the start of the pandemic, it was canceled. Three
years later, in December 2022, I took refuge and the five
precepts here at CTTB. I hope to take the Bodhisattva
precepts this summer.

My kids tease me, what are the odds that this school
IGDVS is here in Talmage (to them the middle of
nowhere) but the perfect school to me? It was the first
time in my adult life that I discovered a place on my own
without anyone else’s opinions and took a chance in the
direction I wanted to go. I had colleagues at my previous
school try to convince me to stay for the money, that I
would advance on the salary ladder. I didn’t care about
the money even though a more practical person would
think I was crazy, especially with children to provide
for. I took a chance. I knew this place was special. My
intuition told me it would be OK and that I was doing
the right thing by coming here.

If you have faith, that goes a long way. You just have
to believe and not have doubts. I wouldn't want to teach
anywhere else. Teaching is a form of cultivation. To be

able to teach in a place where you can also cultivate is

rare to find. Amitofo. &
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