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48. The Opening Ceremony of Tze Hing Chan Monastery (I)

During the Lunar Year, Jia Wu F14-(1954), in spring, the construction
of the left court of Tze Hing (Cixing) Chan Monastery, its villa, and its
guest hall were completed in preparation for the Opening Light Ceremony
for The Three Sages of the Western Pureland and the birthday of Cundi
Bodhisattva on the sixteenth day of the third lunar month (April 14).

On the thirteenth day of the third lunar month, there were three
successive days of holding the Great Compassion Repentance. On the
fifteenth night, the “Three Great Knights Liberation Blazing Recitation”
Dharma Assembly convened. It was the end of spring and the beginning
of summer, and the days were always cloudy, and it rained continuously.
For many consecutive days, dark clouds densely covered the sky. The earth
seemed to be covered by a layer of white muslin cloth. Figures blurred
beyond ten steps. It looked like it was going to rain for quite a while
longer. The Assembly feared the rain would affect and dampen such a
big ceremony. Surprisingly on the fifteenth night, the clouds cleared, and
the rain stopped. Even though there was no sun, it did not rain on the
inauguration day. There was a light breeze, and the air was refreshing; it
was very comfortable.

On this day, guests from Lantau Island, Qing Shan, Tsuen Wan,
and even Kowloon, Hong Kong, streamed continuously to Tze Hing
Monastery from morning to afternoon. More than a thousand people
attended the Opening Ceremony. There were locals, those from the gentry,

business people, school communities, fishermen, farmers, woodcutters,
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and hawkers. Fully occupied were the hundred tables prepared with
vegetarian meals. People bowed at the Universal Bowing Ceremony
at ten o'clock, and the Opening Ceremony started at noon. The place
was very congested. One could only see the heads of people in the
Buddha Hall, packed inside and outside. The locals said the Opening
Ceremony of Tze Hing Chan Monastery had an unprecedented record
number of participants compared to all the ceremonies held over the
past decades on the island.

Completed were the Opening Light Ceremony for the Three Sages
of the West in the Buddha Hall on the left court and the renovation
of the Main Buddha Hall. The ninth day of the sixth lunar month,
the day Guanyin Bodhisattva accomplished The Way, was set to be
the Opening of The Light Ceremony of The Three Tathagatas in the
Main Buddha Hall.

The Venerable Master’s Account:

I do not have much affinity with people, but I have a little with
the heavens. Tze Hing Monastery on Lantau Island prepared to hold
its Opening Ceremony on the sixteenth day of the third lunar month,
but it rained heavily for a few days. It rained so much that it caused
the ground to be very wet, and people’s clothes were wet as if soaked in
water. | prepared a hundred tables of vegetarian dishes the day before
the Opening Cermony. Leong Kuo Siu told me, “Venerable Master!
It has been raining, and you have prepared so much vegetarian food.
What if no one comes? If no one comes, there will be leftovers of
vegetarian food that would quickly go bad and smell bad.” When
I heard her saying this, I scolded her, saying, “You know nothing.
Whether people are eating or not, what business has it got to do with
you? If the food spoils, I will not ask you to eat it! Why do you care if
it goes bad? So meddlesome!” I scolded her until she dared not speak.

“The Dharma does notarise alone; it arises according to conditions.”
Since I had a disciple so worried, I had to think of ways to make the
day clear! Thus, I sat down and told a few of my dragon disciples,
”You cannot continue to rain. It should stop as I need to hold the
Opening Ceremony here, and if you do not stop the rain, people will
not come!” I was still meditating then, yet the people saw that the
ground had naturally and quickly dried out; there was no water on
the ground anymore. The sky had stopped raining on the night of the
fifteenth day. The next day was the sixteenth; there was neither sun
nor rain, so the people who went up and down the mountain would

not be sweating even when tired.
5 To be continued
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