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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Sutra:

Or if there is someone who is about to be harmed in
some way, and that person calls out the name of Guanyin
Bodhisattva, the knives and clubs of the assailants will simply
break into pieces, and the person will escape the danger.

Commentary:

This is the difficulty of knives and clubs. Or if there is
someone who is about to be harmed in some way—on the
verge of being murdered—and that person calls out the name
of Guanyin Bodhisattva, the knives and clubs of the assailants
will simply break into pieces. Just as they put a knife or a
club to you, the weapon will break apart and become useless.
Originally, the knife is stronger than your neck, but now your
neck is stronger and the knife breaks.

If you don’t believe this, you can try it out. See if your neck
can suddenly become super-strong and cause a knife to break
into pieces. Why does this happen? Because of the awesome
power of Guanyin Bodhisattva. This power causes your neck to
be stronger than iron, so the knife breaks or even shatters into
many pieces. And in this way, the person who is being attacked
by swords and clubs will escape the danger. Why? All because
of the recitation of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name.

“Is it that magical?” you say.
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Ifs even more efficacious than that. All you have to
do is sincerely and faithfully recite the name of Guanyin
Bodhisattva.

Siutra:

“If the trichiliocosm is teeming with yaksas and raksasas
bent on causing people harm, but these malevolent ghosts
hear people calling out the name of Guanyin Bodhisattva,
they will not even be able to glare at those people, much
less harm them.”

Commentary:

This paragraph describes the difficulty of yaksas and
raksasas. If the trichiliocosm. How big is a trichiliocosm? Our
world is comprised of one sun, one moon, one Mount Sumeru,
and one set of four great continents. The four great continents
are Jambudvipa to the south, Uttarakuru to the north, Apara-
godaniya to the west, and Parva-videha to the east. One world
thus has one sun, one moon, one Mount Sumeru, and one set
of four great continents. One thousand suns, one thousand
moons, one thousand Mount Sumerus, and one thousand sets
of four great continents make up one small chiliocosm. One
thousand small chiliocosms make up one medium chiliocosm,
and one thousand of those make up a trichiliocosm. Many
lands are contained within a trichiliocosm.

If the trichiliocosm is teeming with yaksas and raksasas
bent on causing harm to people... There are flying yaksas,
space-traveling yaksas, and earth-bound yaksas. Do you
remember whether yaksas run slowly or quickly? Yaksas are
extremely fast. They can run faster than rockets, so they are
called “speedy ghost.” Raksasas eat people’s essence and energy.

Both yaksas and raksasas are ghosts that specialize in
harming people. The more you try to bring forth the Bodhi
resolve, the more upset they get and the more they try to
torment you. They think of all kinds of ways to obstruct you
so that youre unable to cultivate. They cause you to retreat.
You may bring forth the Bodhi resolve and cultivate with great
vigor, but then they come along and you think, “What are you
cultivating for? Why are you studying the Buddhadharma?
Don’t do that. It’s absolutely useless.” They may cause you to
have doubts.

s To be continued
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