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The Venerable Elder Bao Zhi
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1985

English Translation Revised by Dharma Master Heng Chih and the Early Bird Translation Group
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Asking how long he will live, Emperor Wu received no
answer. Emperor Wu asked the Master how long he would
live. The Noble Zhi knew the emperor’s fate, that the emperor
was going to die of hunger; he was not going to die peacefully.
Dhyana Master Bao Zhi was not someone who would go about
flattering. He didn’t want to give the emperor false hope—he
wanted to speak the truth—but he was concerned that the truth
would upset Emperor Wu. On the other hand, he did not wish
to lie. Therefore, he did not speak. He only used his finger to
point to the front of his throat and point to the back of his neck,
using this to hint at the emperor’s lifespan. He used this gesture
to tell the emperor that he would have nothing to eat and die of
hunger, that his throat would not be able to swallow food. Noble
Zhi had no way of directly answering the emperor so instead he
said nothing. He couldn’t say that the emperor would not live
long as the bad news would have upset the emperor.

Hou Jing sent a letter, demanding Wi'’s life. This monkey-
spirit was a monkey he encountered in one of his past lives.
When the monkey teased him, he blocked it in a cave and
starved it to death in that life. In this life, the monkey came
back, reincarnated as the General Hou Jing to avenge his death.

With unfathomable Master
performed miracles. The extent of his awesome powers and

spiritual powers, the

accomplishments are impossible for ordinary minds to measure
and understand. His compassion, joyous equanimity, his
wisdom and virtue were without peer. He was a Master with
exceptional compassion, joy, and equanimity. His wisdom and
virtue in the Way were also phenomenal; his character was

beyond the comprehension of ordinary people.
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