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Timely Teaching - A Caution about Incurring Debts

I'd like to make an announcement. Some of you want to
continue living at the house on 29" Avenue. The lease can be
extended since it might be difficult for you to find another place.
However, the terms will be different from those during the
summer break. How so? Over the summer, everyone listened to
the satra lectures all day long and didn’t go out to work. Since
you didn’t have any income, you were allowed to defer payment
on the rent until you found a job after the break. I admired
your determination and aspiration to learn the Buddhadharma,
so you weren’t asked to pay any rent. But from now on, you must
pay the rent on time.

Since your rent is not an offering to me or the Three Jewels,
you don’t have to put it in a red envelope and seal it. Anyone
who lives in that house should pay forty dollars a month, and
those who live in the basement should pay thirty-five a month.
You shouldn’t live there for free as you did before. You should
find a job after the summer break so that you can pay the rent
that you owe for the summer months. Why? You shouldn’t take
advantage of the Buddhadharma. You should do good deeds by
making offerings to the Three Jewels. You shouldnt take free
room and board from the monastery.
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You should find a job to pay for your room and
board. Those who haven't paid anything before should
start to pay now because you don’t want to make
mistakes in cause and effect. If you fail to pay even
after learning the Buddhadharma, the retribution in
your future lives will be unthinkable. Why? You've
got to pay off whatever debts you owe to others. If
you don’t pay your debts in this life, you’ll have to do
it in your next life. It’s very dangerous to put off your
debts until your next life because you won’t know
how to pay them then. You don’t have to know how
much the actual rent is. Whoever lives there just has
to pay forty dollars. Any surplus from the money you
give me will be used as an allowance for the disciple
who, a few days ago, had to go out to work. I don't
want him to work outside, but if he quits his job, he
won't have any money to buy food. If I let my disciple
starve, I'll also lose my job as a teacher. The Japanese
and Taiwanese slang says, “Oh, dear. That’s terrible!”

Anyone who lives in the property on 29®
Avenue should take the responsibility to protect
the Buddhadharma. The very least you can do for
the Buddhadharma is to pay your rent. Wherever
you live, you have to pay rent. So, starting today,
you should not be as muddled as before. Starting
tomorrow, anyone who lives there should follow the
rules and pay for their room and board.

Whoever refuses to pay must move out—there
will be no exceptions. Any of your relatives who stay
overnight must pay three dollars a night. Don’t think
that ’m interested in money now. I dont actually have
any money. You cant just go over there and move
in without paying any rent. Especially the hippies,
they simply cannot go there. Because in the past, I've
encountered many hippies, and they caused me a lot
of troubles, a lot of trouble indeed. So, regarding these
hippies, originally I didn’t dislike them, but I'm really
afraid of them, to be honest. They are completely
unreasonable, their rogue nature is just too strong.

So, I need to make this clear.

2 To be continued
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