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The Flower Adornment Sutra

with Commentary

EXETETD

CHAPTER NINE:
Luminous AWAKENING
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

Sutra:

Perhaps someone sees that his mind is still and silent,
Like a lamp in the world that is forever extinguished.
With all kinds of manifestations of spiritual penetrations,
The one who has ten powers is able to be like this.

Commentary:

Perhaps someone sees that his mind is still and silent. Some
living beings see the Buddha as always being in still quietude. His
mind is always cultivating the Dharma of still quietude. Like a
lamp in the world that is forever extinguished. The Dharma of still
quietude is the same as “still extinction.” It is like a lamp that has
gone out forever. “Forever extinguished” refers to still quietude.

With all kinds of manifestations of spiritual penetrations. He
manifests all kinds of spiritual penetrations. 7he one who has ten
powers is able to be like this. The Buddha has ten kinds of powers
and with them he can make appear all the wonderful functioning of

spiritual penetrations described above.
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You have just practiced speaking the Dharma, so avoid being too
verbose and long-winded. If you speak for too long, some people
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will undoubtedly lose patience. This could be due to a lack of skill
in captivating an audience through the art of opening, closing,
transitioning, and returning.

If you speak for a shorter time, then people will not notice how bad
your talk was. When you speak well, people may not notice, but when
you speak poorly, it's also not truly felt. Speaking at length may lead to
revealing your lack of skill, potentially making others uncomfortable.

When speaking the Dharma, it is important to follow the “opening,
closing, transitioning, and returning.” “Opening” means introducing
the subject matter, while “closing” wraps it up neatly. “Iransitioning”
smoothly moves on to the next topic, and returning means coming
back to the original point. In public speaking, it’s best to avoid long
speeches and focus on speaking succinctly and to the point.

Also, for those who work here should not lose their temper; if
they do, they will be in trouble. Especially for those who want to
practice cultivating, if you have a temper, the Dharma Protector God
will punish you! Therefore, no matter what happens to anyone, don't
lose your temper; if you lose your temper, you will be in trouble. We

have found a worker who lost his temper and so he got into trouble.
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Sutra:

At that time, light passed through one hundred worlds and
everywhere illumined a thousand worlds in the east. It was also like
this in the south, west, north, the four intermediate directions, as well
as above and below. Within each of those worlds there were a billion
Jambudvipas, reaching up to a billion Ultimate Form (Akanista)
heavens. All of these were clearly revealed in this light.

Just as in this place one could see the Thus Come One seated on
his lotus flower treasury lion’s throne, with Bodhisattvas as many as
fine motes of dust in ten Buddhalands circumambulating him, so
too, in each of those billions of Jambudvipas there were billions of
Thus Come Ones seated in the same way.

Because of the spiritual power of the Buddha, in each of the ten
directions there was a great Bodhisattva, who was accompanied by
Bodhisattvas to the number of fine motes of dust in ten Buddhalands,
who came to the Buddha’s place.

Their names were Manjushri and others. They came from countries
called Golden Colored World and others, and the Buddhas they

served were called Unmoving Wisdom Thus Come One and others.
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Commentary:
At that time, when the previous verse had been spoken,
light from the bottom of the Buddha’s feet passed through one
hundred worlds and everywhere illumined a thousand worlds
in the east. It was also like this in the south, west, north, the
four intermediate directions, as well as above and below.
Within each

Jambudvipas, reaching up to a billion Ultimate Form

of those worlds there were a billion

(Akanista) heavens. All of these were clearly revealed in this
light. All was clearly manifested within the Buddha’s light.

Just as in this place one could see the Thus Come One,
seated on his lotus flower treasury lion’s throne, with
Bodhisattvas as many as fine motes of dust in ten Buddhalands
circumambulating him, so too, in each of those billions of
Jambudvipas there were billions of Thus Come Ones seated in
the same way. In all of them, you could see the Buddha seated
on his Great Jeweled Lotus Flower Treasury Lion’s Throne.

Because of the spiritual power of the Buddha, in each of
the ten directions there was a great Bodhisattva, who was
accompanied by Bodhisattvas to the number of fine motes of
dust in ten Buddhalands. There was a great Bodhisattva in each
world of the ten directions. And every great Bodhisattva brought
with him Bodhisattvas to the number of fine motes of dust in ten
Buddhalands who came to the Buddha’s place. They came to
the Way-Place of the Buddha, beneath his Vajra Jeweled Lion’s
throne.

Their names were Manjushri and others. These great
Bodhisattvas names were Manjushri and others. They came from
countries called Golden Colored World and others. This means
the world in the east called Golden Colored World and all of its
neighboring worlds. And the Buddhas they served were called
unmoving wisdom Thus Come One and others. The Buddhas
which each of the great Bodhisattvas originally drew near to and
respectfully made offerings to were called Unmoving Wisdom

Thus Come One and others.

Sutra:
At that time, in the presence of all those Buddhas, the
voices of the Manjushri Bodhisattvas in all those places, rang

out in unison as they spoke verses.

s> To be continued
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