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“Empowerlng Young Minds”

Showcasing Instilling Goodness Books

~California Kids’ Book Fairs~

ol s VAR
S IMEEER

FRE TR
FRE PF

=1

BB RIE

Presented by Instilling Goodness Books staft

Chinese Translated by Janet Lee

Bhikshuni Jin Rou captivated the audience by reading Prince Siddhartha and the Bully Kids were invited to write a kind message on a link

at San Ramon book fair.
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to our “kindness chain” at organge County fair.
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Bhikshunies Heng Yuan, Jin Rou, and Jin Jian unveiled our
new and award-winning books at two significant California
children’s book fairs, captivating young minds and families
alike. The fairs were the Orange County Book Fair on October
30 and the Bay Area Fair in San Ramon on November 5.

Our featured releases include Giant Turtles Long Nap
(Nautilus Award), Prince Siddhartha and the Bully (Moonbeam
Award), Wu Mos Day, a glimpse into the day of a young Buddhist
monk, and Dharma Bells, a delightful children’s coloring book
of Buddhist symbols.

The Orange County Fair, set against the backdrop of white
canopies, created a festive atmosphere with actors donning
storybook character costumes to interact with the children. To
add to the festivities, we gave gifts of hand-painted wood horses
and turtles with purchases of the Siddhartha and Giant Turtle
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Bhikshunies Heng Yuan (the center), Jin Rou (the right), and Jin Jian(the left)
at organge County book fair.
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The San Ramon fair book fair.
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books, respectively. The horses and turtles were painted by
students at Instilling Goodness Schools at CTTB. Kids
were also invited to write a kind message on a link to our
“kindness chain.” Approximately two thousand enthusiastic
attendees joined this lively celebration.

The San Ramon fair was hosted in a community center
setting with a family ambiance. The fair drew an audience
who appreciated the cultural context and virtuous themes
presented in our books. During story time, Bhikshuni Jin
Rou captivated the audience by reading Prince Siddhartha
and the Bully, receiving heartfelt appreciation from all.

My fondest memory of the day unfolded when a little
girl brought her father to our booth twice for him to read
the Giant Turtle book. Another touching encounter was
when a Christian minister expressed an interest in learning
meditation. We offered her a few copies of the meditation
book, to which she responded, "Now, I want to buy some
of your books." Leaving with an armful of books, she said,
"This is what we teach our children: compassion and kindness.
I didn’t know Buddhism was so much like Christianity."

The fair manager bid us farewell, saying, “Your books
were a hit! Some attendees requested more religious books
for the next fair.” Instilling Goodness Books looks forward to
continuing its mission of promoting compassion, kindness,
and cultural understanding through the power of children’s
literature at future events. Our next event is “Family Day at
Berkeley Public Library” on Saturday May 4, 2024, 11 am
— 5 pm. Save the date! #
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