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Reopening Avatamsaka, Journey to the Other Shore
—Malaysian Chronicles
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June 18- July 8, 2023 : Avatamsaka Session at Deng Bi An

In late May 2023, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CT'TB)
fully reopened to the public. Shortly thereafter (in June), Deng
Bi An (Dharma Realm Guanyin Sagely Monastery) in Malaysia
hosted a 21-day Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation Session and the 28*
Anniversary Commemoration of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s
Entering Nirvana.

When we arrived at Deng Bi An, it was the first day of the
Avatamsaka Session. The temple was bustling with people as we
stepped inside. Given the impact of the pandemic in the past three
years, I had grown accustomed to events being either canceled or
reduced in scale. However, the grandeur of this ceremony and the
resonating chants at Deng Bi An profoundly impressed me.

Deng Bi An Temple is situated in the prime location of Kuala
Lumpur, abuzz with activities and bustling with traffic. Not only
does the convenient transportation facilitate easy access of devotees
to the temple, but also subtly draws the attention of tourists.
According to Dharma protectors, there are tourists who come from
as far as the Middle East. They may light incense or ask questions
about Buddhist teachings, and the local laypeople at Deng Bi An
are patiently dedicated to providing answers.

Whether in Deng Bi An, Fa Yuan Monastery (the relocated Zi
Yun Dong), or any other DRBA Branches in Malaysia, the daily
recitations never cease. What especially touches me is the fact that
Dharma Master Heng Hsiang, over 80 years old, still steadfastly
participates in daily recitations (Morning, Evening, as well as Meal
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Offering) with the assembly. This not only embodies and perpetuates
the spirit of tireless dedication demonstrated by the Venerable Master
but also sets an exemplary standard for the younger generation.
The abbot and the Dharma host, Dharma Master Heng Jang, also
remained committed, diligently leading the assembly in their practice.

During this Avatamsaka Session, many familiar and long-time
Dharma protecting laypeople could still be seen, all standing in the
first row of the Buddha Hall: Lawyer Tan, Derrick Ong, Chin Yang,
Chu-Kuen Chuang, Mr. and Mrs. Seng, and Terri Lim, just to name
a few.

Among them, layman Seng, inspired by his faith in the Master and
trust in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, sent all five of his children
to study at the boys” and girls’ schools of CT'TB. All five children have
earned trust and respect among their teachers and peers through their
exceptional academic achievements and positive character. Student
Chee Hee Seng even became the president of the Buddhist Society
(2021-2022) at Xiamen University Malaysia Campus, where, through
his efforts, the membership of the society grew from a dozen to over

a hundred.
July 9, 2023 Seremban Guanyin Sagely Monastery

The Avatamsaka Session successfully concluded on July 8, and
on July 9, we spent time visiting the Seremban Guanyin Sagely
Monastery south of Kuala Lumpur. Nestled in a remote countryside
area, Seremban’s temple was a bit of a challenge to reach, taking
our two cars quite a while to navigate to the temple’s main entrance
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The Seremban Guanyin Sagely Monastery's main entrance.
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(the mountain gate). Upon arrival, as soon as we got out of the car,
we were greeted by a strong, refreshing rural atmosphere. I recall
visiting here years ago with Dharma Master Jin Fan to host Sunday
Buddhism classes—the enthusiastic energy and laughter of the
children was an experience that always stayed with me. However,
the impact of the three year pandemic led to the closure of these
classes, and the garden in the backyard has largely fallen into disuse.
Only on weekends do volunteer devotees with a strong resolve drive
from afar to tend to it.

A laywoman mentioned that the history of the temple can be
traced back to the year 1988, when Venerable Master Hua first
visited the site of Seremban Guanyin Monastery. The Master made
several trips to Southeast Asia to spread the Dharma(1976, 1978,
1981, 1988, and 1992), and in 1978, he visited the abbot Dharma
Master Jik Huang of Miaoying Monastery (Wonderful Response
Temple) in Seremban, located near Guanyin Monastery. Miaoying
Monastery then was already well-established and grand in scale, and
Master Jik Huang was focused on medical charities and children’s
education to facilitate the development of Buddhism in Malaysia.
Notably, he was renowned as the “King of Wayplace” for his sublime
chanting. After his passing, Miaoying Monastery is now managed
by the Amitabha Buddhist Society.

Inspired by the Master’s virtue and his propagation of the proper
Dharma, in the spring of 1992, Zi Yun Dong Guanyin Monastery
became the first temple to join the DRBA. Then, in the spring of
1993, both the century-old temple of Deng Bi An and this small
Seremban temple were officially included as part of DRBA. All these
three “Guanyin Temples” fall under the Deng Bi An category and
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were thus brought under the umbrella of the DRBA family.
Having endured the bitter cold of the winter and weathering
the three-year pandemic, the official reopening of the DRBA
branch Wayplaces in Malaysia in 2023 and the resumption of
the Avatamsaka Ceremony signify a remarkable achievement and

carry profound significance.

July 10-11, 2023
DRBA Penang Branch, Triple Wisdom Hall, and Hong Hock
Temple

Early morning on July 10, our two cars set out from Kuala
Lumpur, heading towards Penang. Penang, with its profound
historical roots and cultural heritage, left a lasting impression on
me. It is well known that Malaysia’s unique historical and cultural
characteristics stem from its diverse ethnicities and cultures,
including multiple religions, and that is especially representative
in Penang neighboring the state of Kedah. Therefore, when
Chinese Buddhism spread to Southeast Asia in contemporary
times, Penang was almost the first choice for its establishment.

During the frequent civil wars in China last century, many
eminent monks sought refuge by heading to Southeast Asia, where
they established a strong presence of the Dharma. For example,
Kek Lok (Ultimate Bliss) Monastery (1904) founded by Venerable
Miaolian (45™ generation Patriarch of the Linji lineage); Perdana
Vihara (1961) founded by Venerable Bo Yuan, superintendent of
Kek Lok Temple from 1947; Heung Lam Jok Yuan (1946) and
Heung Lam School (1951) founded by Venerable Kim Beng;
Ching Wan Pavilion (1945) founded by Venerable Kim Sen; Myo
Heung Lam Monastery (1950) founded by Venerable Guang Yu;
Triple Wisdom Hall (1953) founded by Venerable Chuk Mor; and
Miaoying Monastery founded by Venerable Jik Huang, among
others.

These Dharma Masters who traveled south from mainland
China to Malaysia, as well as Dharma Master K. Sri Dhammananda,
the highly respected abbot of Maha Vihara Buddhist Temple
revered by both Mahayana and Theravada Buddhists, all had
significant interactions with Venerable Master Hua during the
1970s and 1980s. After so many years, and having endured the
pandemic, with many of the elders who dealt with the Master in
the early years having passed away, I wonder how the temples are

faring now?
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Venerable Kim Sen (the left),
the founder of Ching Wan Pavilion.
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Venerable Bo Yuan (the left), the founder

of Perdana Vihara, superintendent of Kek
Lok Temple.

Venerable Kim Beng (the left), the founder veperable Guang Yu (the left), the

gtheilng Lam Jok Yuan and Heung Lam  founder of Myo Heung Lam Monastery.
chool.
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Venerable Chuk Mor (the middle), Venerable Jik Huang (the right),
the founder of Triple Wisdom Hall. the founder of Miaoying Monastery.
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When we arrived in Penang, it was just time for the midday meal.
To our pleasant surprise, we were greeted by layman Lim Tiong Ghee,
a fellow Dharma-protector who joined our 2019 trip to France,
along with two or three other laypeople. They occasionally spoke a
few sentences in Minnan (Southern Fujian) Dialect — it was truly
heartwarming.

The Master visited the coastal city of Penang in 1978, and it was
from nothing that the DRBA Penang Branch has been established.
During his lifetime, the Master instructed layman Kim Heng Guan
that Penang had great potential for the propagation of Buddhism, a
statement that layman Kim took to heart. In 2002, he donated a five-
story office building to serve as a Wayplace, marking the founding
of the Penang Branch. All the infrastructure, from planning to
completion, was not achieved overnight but rather the result of years

of dedication of time and effort.
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Venerable Dhammananda (first from left) led the
monks to pray for the DRBA visiting delegation

group.
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Venerable Master Hua (third from left), and Venerable
Dhammananda (second from left), with the visiting delegation
at the Buddhist Society of Malaya University.

[ S e Y 22 A Rl AR P SRR (
L) o HpE AR EI SR A
HIE © P BRI F A E
S - Ry o A LT
LEHR

HE =R E > W T
R HERLE] T HESF o TR
A BT SR R ——
AR = 1 AP 2 55 A
e HGBEECHREEHT -
s A Z LR R
R

BEAE TREBET
AT R ERR IR R B 4T - i
SREE e o (HHERE - B
#H o

MO FEZ R R
B o 1978FE RS ARE EARIA
bl A SO - B
L1k > 19879 F (/KA & ik
fiz - EANBEEASEE - 555N
LAt R - BEFERbZEEMN
o A2 IR
& B ARG IEITE -

Next morning, we, along with layman Kim Heng Guan, Mr. and
Mrs. Seng, Lawyer Tan and his daughter, and layman Lim Tiong Ghee,
went to Triple Wisdom Hall to visit the abbot Dharma Master Jichuan.
Master Jichuan, with compassion, specially opened the Venerable
Chuk Mor Memorial Museum for us. The hundreds of artifacts were
too numerous to take in at once, including an illustrated chronology
of Venerable Chuk Mor’s life. One thing that particularly stood out to
me was that Master Chuk Mor was skilled in poetry, calligraphy, and
painting since his early days, with his calligraphy already famous; he
often used his literary talents to engage with friends and practitioners.

Not far from Triple Wisdom Hall, just a few minutes’ drive from the
mountain gate, we arrived at Hong Hock Temple. More than a decade
ago, we visited Elder Master Wen Jian, whose exceptional hospitality
left such an indelible impression on me that I was determined to visit
the Elder again this time no matter what.

Fortunately, despite more than a decade having passed, the elder is
still in good health. Though his facial hair has turned white, he remains
hale and hearty with a cheerful and optimistic demeanor.

The Elder Master, who received an English education in his early
years, was among the group that greeted Venerable Master Hua at the
airport in 1978. According to his account, during the 1987 Water and
Land Ceremony at CTTB, the Master invited him to the U.S. to attend.
Also that year, two DRBA bhikshus could not attend the leaving-home

ceremony in the U.S. due to visa issues, so the Master asked Elder Wen
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Venerable Master Hua at Hong Hok Temple posing with the assembly. The Master Hua (front row, ninth from left),
Master Wen Jian (eighth from left), and Master Ben Dao (tenth from left).
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Jian to perform the head-shaving ceremony on his behalf.

As I bid farewell to Elder Wen Jian, I hurriedly asked,
“Master, do you still have any of Master Hua’s early photos
here?” I remember seeing two or three of them last time
and wished to see them again. Master Wen Jian casually
pointed to the glass exhibit opposite me, and upon quickly
walking around the corner of the table and focusing my
gaze, there was a small photo pressed under the glass.

It is a precious photo of Venerable Master Hua at Hong
Hok Temple posing with the assembly: in the center of the
front row is the Venerable Master himself, to his left is the
tall figure of Master Wen Jian, and to his immediate right
is Master Ben Dao, the former abbot of Sam Poh Temple
at Cameron Highlands. In 1978, when Master Hua visited
Master Ben Dao who was in retreat at the time, Master
Hua invited him to come to CTTB to help spread the
Buddhadharma when he came out of seclusion, but Master
Ben Dao did not respond, expressing his wish to continue
his retreat — we can feel Venerable Master Hua’s Chan

bantering even from his conversation.
July 13, 2023 Hoeh Beng Temple

Hoeh Beng Temple is located in downtown Kuala
Lumpur. Although it is surrounded by small vendors, it
serves as the central liaison office for the DRBA Visiting

Delegation Welcoming Committee. Whenever there are
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Venerable Master Hua at Perdana Vihara posing with the assembly. The Master Hua (second row, sixth from left),
Master Hui Seng (fifth from left, and Master Bo Yuan (seventh from left).
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large-scale Buddhist events in Malaysia, they are generally held
at the Chinese Assembly Hall. Hoeh Beng Temple became
the major site for all DRBA Delegation’s activities: including
meetings, the transmission of the refuge ceremony, room and
board among others. It is indeed small, but as Layman Tse Kee
Wah said, “Hoeh Beng Temple is a modest place not as grand
as other temples, but it welcomes you all with utmost sincerity
and warmth.”

Layman Pao-Long Lin recounted his special affinities
with the Venerable Master. In 1988, when the Master led a
delegation to Malaysia to propagate the Dharma, the group
once stayed at Hoeh Beng Temple. At that time, most devotees
were unaware of the Master’s place of residence. Due to
Layman Lim’s meritorious karma, he was a volunteer at Hoeh
Beng Temple at the time and learned in advance that the
Venerable Master will be staying there for two nights. Layman
Lim therefore stationed himself there beforehand, and when

the Master arrived, he seized the opportunity to draw close to

this good and wise advisor, and the Master anointed his crown.

Layman Ng Fung Pao, who wholeheartedly took on leading
roles, coordination, and organization for numerous Buddhist
activities, played a significant role in the Malaysian Buddhist
community before 2000. In 1978, following the earnest request
of Layman Ng and his wife, the Venerable Master made a
special trip to Ng’s hometown of Sitiawan, Perak, known as
“Little Fuzhou,” and stayed there for a night. That afternoon, in
the Dharma Assembly hosted there, hundreds of people took
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Venerable Kim Sen (the left), Ng Fung Pao
(second from left), Venerable Master Hua (third

from left), Venerable Master Kim Beng (fourth
from left).
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refuge in the Three Jewels.

In 1977, when Layman Ng attended the consecration
of Sam Poh Temple at Cameron Highlands, he stayed at
the Merlin Hotel. The next morning at 5:00 am, when he
heard the morning bell from the temple, he was deeply
moved and decided to attend the opening ceremony. It was
there where he noticed a western monk in the assembly that
stood aloft (as the idiom says, “someone standing out like a
crane among chickens”), and through the introduction of
Master Chuk Mor, he met this western monk from America
— Dharma Master Heng Kuan. Master Heng Kuan used
Mandarin to introduce himself, saying that his Master was
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua (formerly known as Du Lun),
a cultivator highly accomplished in the Dharma.

Master Heng Kuan continued to say that Master Hua
was very compassionate, but being advanced in age, it was
not easy for him to travel for Dharma propagation. However,
if many people were willing to invite him, it might persuade
him to come to Malaysia. Upon returning, Layman Ng
discussed inviting Master Hua with Elder Kim Beng and
made arrangements for Master Heng Kuan to visit and stay
at Perdana Vihara to meet Elder Bo Yuan and introduce
him to CTTB and the newly established Dharma Realm
Buddhist University. Given that the Venerable Master was
an internationally renowned monk, the event had to be
conducted with great significance, so Layman Ng contacted
many Buddhist organizations. Every time he reached out, he
would humbly introduce himself by saying, “My name is Ng
Fung Pao...” In this way, he quickly gained a reputation in
the Buddhist community in Malaysia.



