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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE:

THE UNIVERSAL DOOR OF GUANYIN BODHISATTVA
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Youre not a teacher and Guanyin Bodhisattva is
not your student, so why would you want to test her?
You don’t believe Guanyin Bodhisattva has this kind of
spiritual power. Because you don’t have true faith in her,
you want to test her.

It’s as if you really don’t have faith in a friend, so you
test him to see whether or not he’s truly loyal to you. To
know whether he’s a good person or not, you leave some
diamonds — even five-carat diamonds — lying around
to see if he will steal them. Why do you want to test
him? Because you don't really know him. Why would
you want to test Guanyin Bodhisattva? Because you don’t
really have faith in her. But in testing her, you may lose
your own life. Don’t put your life at stake.

Ifliving beings carried away by deep waters call out
her name for help, they will be delivered to shallow
water. If you recite her name, you won’t quite know how
it happened, but suddenly you’ll find yourself in shallow
water. If you are in the sea, somehow, you will reach to
the shore inexplicably. This will happen because of the
power of Guanyin Bodhisattva.

Siitra:
Suppose billions of kotis of living beings take
to the sea in search of treasures such as gold, silver,
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vaidurya, giant clam shells (tridacna), carnelian, coral,
amber, and pearls, and they run afoul of violent squalls that
blow their boat off course and set it adrift in the lands of the
raksasas. If among them there is even one person who calls
out the name of Guan Yin Bodhisattva, they will all escape
the dangers of the raksasas. For this reason, she is called
Bodhisattva Who Contemplates the World’s Sounds.

Commentary:

This paragraph describes the difficulty of raksasas, the third
of the seven kinds of difficulty. It is also known as the difhiculty
of violent squalls.

Suppose billions of kotis of living beings take to the sea
in search of treasures such as gold, silver, vaidarya, giant
clam shell, carnelian, coral, amber, and pearls. “Billions of
kotis” indicates countless living beings. What do most people
in this world seek? They’re greedy for these things because they
think they’re valuable. Actually these treasures are only external
possessions. You have yet to attain the true treasure of your
inherent nature. You greedily pursue these external treasures,
but theyre of little use. Most people seek them even though
they have nothing to do with their inherent nature.

Every country is greedy for gold, so most people consider
it a rare and valuable metal. Day and night they scheme to
find it. Sometimes countries fight with other countries over
gold. Why do people consider gold so valuable? There’s not
very much of it, so everyone wants it. If gold were as common
as earth, it would have no value. When something is scarce, it
becomes valuable. Because it’s hard to obtain, people crave it.
They worry about not finding any before the supply runs out.
So they dream of gold, some going to Africa and others coming
to America to find it.

The Chinese used to call America “Gold Mountain.” Many
people rushed to America for gold. Once they had panned most
of the gold in America, they went to Australia. America has
“Old Gold Mountain (San Francisco)”, while Australia became
the “New Gold Mountain,” where prospectors go nowadays
in search of gold. Many people who came to America for gold
died at sea. But communication was not as advanced in those
days, and news didn’t travel far. Even though a lot of people
died, no one knew about them. That was because, in their quest

for gold, they had met with the disaster of violent squalls at sea.

$dTo be continued
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