Dharma Realm Buddhist University Welcomes
New Students and Launches 2023-2024

Academic Year
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Amid the heat of late summer in the Ukiah Valley, Dharma
Realm Buddhist University came alive with the arrival of new
students and the return of dedicated faculty and staff.

This year, DRBU welcomed twenty-six new students
from twelve different countries spread across four continents:
Oceania, North America, Asia, and Africa. From the USA,
students came from as close as the Bay Area and as far as the
East Coast.

“It was inspiring to finally meet the new students in-person
after supporting them in their admissions process,” said Hasan
Friggle, Associate Director of Recruiting and Enrollment.

“Some of the younger students got on planes for the first time,
leaving their hometowns to make their way to DRBU.”

The new students began their DRBU journey with a
week-long orientation program designed to acquaint them
with the DRBU way of life. Throughout the week, the new
students delved into the foundations of DRBU, exploring
the institution’s mission statement, community guidelines,
and discussion-based pedagogy, all while finding time to tour
campus and get to know one another. The week culminated
in the Convocation ceremony, a rite of passage that marks the
students’ formal induction into the DRBU community.

Faculty and staff were also engaged in their own preparations

for the start of the year. The Fall University Retreat gave
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faculty and staff a chance to bond, introspect, and realign
themselves with DRBU’s mission.

Recent graduate and new staff member Sanju Baral
reflected, “It was my first DRBU University retreat. We
started with a shared inquiry on Borges’s poems. It was
fascinating to be in a shared inquiry circle with faculty and
staff, some of them my professors from only a couple of
months ago. Dharma Master Jin Jr led the circle, saying
that shared inquiry is as much about deep and active
listening as it is about sharing your ideas. We had a fun
game where we got to write about each other, which created
an atmosphere of appreciation and being appreciated. We
came up with ideas to make this academic year more
meaningful; everyone shared their intentions for this year.
Overall, the University retreat felt like a retreat—relaxing,
bonding, and rejuvenating.”

In the midst of this vibrant beginning, DRBU’s
President Susan Rounds also embarked on a new term as
president, marking the continuation of her commitment
to the university’s mission. Reflecting on her journey, she
shared her roots tracing back to the late 1970s when Master
Hua first founded and laid the foundation for DRBU.

Dr. Rounds shared, “I was inspired by the Master’s
broad and comprehensive vision for an institution that
would do more than simply convey knowledge and confer
degrees but would take as its mission the development
of its students’ wisdom and character in order to benefit
the world.” She continued, “It has been an unanticipated
blessing and privilege to return to the university so many
years later, and to be a part of the next stage of the grand
educational enterprise that Master Hua envisioned. His
teachings on the importance of using wisdom, compassion,
unselfishness, and generosity as guiding principles for life
and work continue to provide the strong foundation for
what DRBU is now and for what it will become in the
future.”

As another school year begins, DRBU continues to
evolve, honoring the legacy of Master Hua and fostering
the growth of global citizens guided by compassion and
wisdom. &
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