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The Emptiness Created Within Great Awakening
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A Dharma Talk by Dharma Master Heng Yang in the Online Lecture Series
at City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on May 28, 2022, the Birthday of the Medicine King Bodhisattva

English Translated by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
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Today is the birthday of the Medicine King Bodhisattva. We
will continue to study “making Bodhi vows.” If you want to study
the Pure Land Dharma door and can make Bodhi resolves and
Bodhi vows, you will be able to gain rebirth in the upper-grade
lotus of the Pure Land. If you recite and bow the Medicine Master
Repentance, then at the end of your life, you will have eight great
Bodhisattvas who will come to lead you to the Pure Land, and
one of them is Medicine King Bodhisattva.

Relying on the auspiciousness of the Bodhisattva’s birthday
and the deep affinities we have with him, we hope that he will
bless all the audience here, so that whether you have encountered
a favorable or unfavorable state, in happiness or distress, you will
maintain your Bodhi resolve and Bodhi vows. We hope that we
can skillfully use our minds not to be influenced by states and
instead turn and use them as the provisions to cultivate our vows
so that we can adorn our future lotuses in the Pure Land. In this

way, even in the Saha world, you can enjoy the Mahayana Dharma
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the Pure Land.

We have been reading the “Ten Transferences Chapter” from
the Avatamsaka Sitra. These are the inconceivable great vows
that pervade the entire Dharma Realm and they can also save and

support all living beings.

Disciples of the Buddha! The Bodbisattva Mahasattvas have
inconceivable great vows that fill the Dharma Realm, which enable

them to universally save all living beings.

Some people ask what does pervading all the empty space in the
Dharma Realm mean, and what is the difference between infinite
space and the Dharma Realm? This is an important question. If
great vows fill the Dharma Realm, what does it really mean? If we
make Bodhi vows, we need to understand what is the Dharma
Realm.

The Dharma Realm encompasses our inherent nature, which
is known as the Treasury of the Thus Come One (Skt. Tathagata-
garbha). This treasure also refers to the Buddha nature, the Great
Awakening, and the True Mind. If your vows fill the entire Dharma
Realm, they reflect the vastness of our inherent nature, which is
equal in magnitude to the Dharma Realm, and completely free
from ignorance and afflictions. This is the essence of our True
Mind.

In the Shurangama Sutra, it talks about the “Treasury of the
Thus Come One,” which also means our “everlasting true mind”,
and another name for the Buddha nature. It tells us that when
we encounter states, if we are aware without confusion, then we
are learning to apply our True Mind, not our false one. Our True
Mind is not the false mind. The “awakening” that is mentioned
here is the true Great Awakening; it does not have any confusion
within it.
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What is the difference between pervading the entire
Dharma Realm and infinite space? Let’s take a look.

If you really want to return to our true mind, we need to
study prajna wisdom. In the Avatamsaka Sutra, in Roll 58, it
mentions ten kinds of pure wisdom. What we are looking at
now is the eighth kind of wisdom.

The pure wisdom of seeing the subtle and wonderful Dharma-
bodies of all Buddhas, seeing the inherent nature of all living
beings is pure, seeing that all dbarmas are still and quiescent,
seeing that all lands are the same as the pure wisdom of infinite

space and knowing all characteristics are without obstructions.

This kind of pure wisdom is just our true mind, the mind of
awakening. The true mind does not judge anything, people or
matters. What it sees is in its most pure form, unlike ignorant
mundane people who sees the illusory surface of things.

“The pure wisdom of seeing the subtle and wonderful
Dharma-bodies of all Buddpas.” Firstly, we need to know that
the Buddha’s Dharma-body pervades and fills the Dharma
Realm; it is nowhere and yet it is everywhere. So the Buddha’s
Dharma-body is the largest in the Dharma Realm, and our
original nature is the Dharma Realm and the same as the
Buddhas. “Seeing the inherent nature of all living beings is pure.”
“The original nature” is the inherent nature of living beings,
which also refers to their Buddha nature.

“Seeing that all dharmas are still and quiescent.” “All the
dharmas” refers to worldly and transcendental dharma that
indicates all people and matters. All the things that we see, hear,
feel and know are actually still and quiescent. This is what our
pure wisdom will see and know. But if we use our ignorance
and confusion to see things, then we will say, “Oh, something
good happened today and something bad happened today.”
But if we use our pure wisdom to see everything, then there is
really nothing going on.

The Earth Store Sutra says, “Living beings in Jambudvipa
in all thoughts and actions create offenses and karma.”So
why is this? This is because all living beings in the Saha world
have strong and heavy emotional love, as it says, “With heavy
emotional love (desires), one is born in the Saha.”

People in the Saha world have strong desires, egos, opinions,
and judgments. This kind of self-love (ego) that we have causes
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us to see various states when we move our minds. We use our
seventh consciousness, (which is where our ego resides), and
pass judgment on people, things, and matters. When we give
rise to a thought, we give rise to likes and dislikes. These sorts
of biases and judgments come from self-love.

If we see a state that we like, we will love it; if we see a state
we don’t like, then we feel dissatisfied. When our mind moves,
we have loving and hateful thoughts. This is all because our
manas consciousness, which is our seventh consciousness, tells
our sixth consciousness to produce emotions; emotions of joy,
anger, sorrow, happiness, love, hate, and desire. From this, we
eventually create conflicts or defiled affinities among people.
That’s why we continue to transmigrate in this world.

In order to fulfill their desires, some people will engage
in killing, stealing, sexual misconduct, or harsh speech, use
suggestive or divisive language, and tell lies. They may even
commit patricide, matricide, and do all kinds of evil. People
do this because they don't see that the characteristics of things
have extinction, and so they believe what they see to be real.
They might say, “Oh, this chicken drumstick tastes really good,
so I need to eat this.” They take everything in front of them as
real and pursue it, forgetting that everything is originally empty
and illusory. However, even if this is the case, when we have
evil thoughts, we will still reap evil retributions, because cause
and effect is not empty. If you want to realize Buddhahood,
your causes for this need to be pure without an ego. If you
make a resolve for Bodhi, you have to make pure vows without
differentiation. This is planting seeds for Buddhahood.

Why can’t we reach the sagehood or break through view
delusions, thought delusions, delusions of ignorance and
as innumerable dust and sand? This is because we use our
ignorance and a false mind to cultivate. If a living being is very
kind to me, I am good to them, but if living beings are not
good to me, then I will treat them in the same way. As living
beings, we all use this false mind to cultivate. If we cultivate
like this, we wont progress in our cultivation of the Way.
Manifestations of appearances are illusory and false, except for
the true reality.

And “Secing that all lands are the same as the pure wisdom of
infinite space.”—He sees that all Buddha lands, all pure lands,
and places, including homes and Bodhimandas as illusory. This
is because when he sees things, he sees their intrinsic nature of

their images.
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“And knowing all characteristics are without obstructions.” When
Bodhisattvas regard all living beings’ marks and characteristics,
they have no obstructions. When they see even evil living beings,
they will make pure vows for them, regardless of how evil the
living beings are. Even if living beings want to kill him, then
a Boddhisattva would still make vows so that the other person
can become a Buddha. These living beings can become future
Buddhas. So, there is no obstructions in his mind; he can still
cross these types of beings so that they can realize Buddhahood.

According to the sutra text, a passage states that even the
demon king has the potential to become a Buddha. It mentions
that although the demons commit evil acts, there will come a
time when they will bring forth the Bodhi resolve.

The Buddha informed Ananda that the demon king Mara
would ultimately attain Buddhahood, and all his relatives, from
demon sons to demon grandsons to demon daughters, would
also become Buddhas after him. Ananda questioned the Buddha
further, secking answers: “When will the demon king Mara
reach enlightenment as a Buddha? And what will be his name,
as well as the name of his enlightened world?”

The Buddha told Ananda that the demon king would only
start to cultivate the Bodhi resolve after meeting ten thousand
Buddhas. However, while encountering these ten thousand
Buddhas, the demon would still commit many evil deeds. Even
though he indulged in these evil deeds, the demon king had
the opportunity to hear the Dharma teachings of the Vajra
Bodhimanda eradicating the afflictions and attaining purity.

Hence, he has the opportunity to listen to the teachings
of the Dharma, but he persists in engaging in evil deeds and
creating harm. Merely hearing the Dharma does not guarantee
that one has grasped its essence, and the moment you listen
carefully to the teachings of the Dharma, you will undoubtedly
reap its benefits. Even if you have doubts and find it challenging
to believe, that shouldn’t deter you. Whether you open your
heart to the Dharma or not, a profound realization of your true
nature will manifest within you. Even if you have not embraced
the precepts or have broken them, or if you have strayed into
the depths of suffering, fear not, because by hearing the Dharma,
compassionate Bodhisattvas will guide you across. As it is said,
“When the Dharma enters your ears, you plant a seed that enables
you to realize the path to enlightenment.”

If you are deficient in roots of goodness and doubt the
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teachings, so that you slander them, you will inevitably experience the
consequences of your actions. However, if you approach the Dharma
with scepticism, but still choose to listen attentively, consequently, the
teachings will gradually influence your consciousness over time. Eventually,
you too will come to embrace the truth of the Dharma. Therefore, your
scepticism will transform into steadfast belief, enabling you to diligently
practice the teachings. Thus, you will ultimately attain the profound
benefits and rewards of the Dharma in the coming days.But, if you are
slandering the Dharma, you have to fall and experience some sufferings;
then, after you fall, you still have a chance to come out, to believe in the
Three Jewels, and then to develop the Bodhi resolve again. Therefore, the
scripture says, “when the Dharma enters your ears, you plant a seed that
enables you to realize the path to enlightenment.”

During the time of the Ten Thousand Buddhas, the demon king Mara
listened to the Dharma but did not initially believe it. However, he was
still influenced by it. Later on, he will have a chance to encounter the
last Buddha, known as the Boundless and Immaculate Banner Buddha.
In this encounter, the demon king’s roots of goodness will be mature,
leading him to develop a mind of enlightenment and receive blessings
from the “Light from all the Buddhadharma.” Eventually, he would bring
forth his Bodhi resolve.

After that, he will encounter an immeasurable number of asamkhyeyas
of Buddhas. Having made the resolve to attain enlightenment, he would
pay respect and make offerings to these Buddhas. During this time, he
will diligently cultivate the path and uphold the teachings of the Buddhas.
He will dedicate himself to teaching and nurturing countless sentient
beings, leading them towards enlightenment. After forty thousand
asamkhyeyas of eons, he will finally attain Buddhahood, and achieve
anuttarasamyaksambodhi (the utmost, right and perfect enlightenment).
His name will be “Wonderful Dwelling and Attaining Dharma Light
Buddha.” This is the name that the demon will have upon realizing his
true nature. The world in which he will become a Buddha is called the
“Pure and Peaceful Establishment World,” and the name of the kalpa at
that time will be “Pure Kalpa.” Therefore, we can see the Demon King
Mara’s name as a Buddha, the world, and the name of the kalpa in the
sutra.

The land in which he will attain Buddhahood is World of Pure and
Peaceful Establishment. In his world, all the people are very happy. They
have abundant necessities. The Bodhisattvas of his world were all endowed
with the same kind of pleasure as found in the palaces of heaven. This
Wonderful Dwelling and Attaining Dharma Light Buddha, whose life

span is forty kalpas, has as many as sixty-four kotis of Sound Hearer
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ted within great awakening,

Sanghas and as many as twelve thousand great Bodhisattvas.

When the Demon King Mara becomes a Buddha, all his demon
followers, male and female, will attain, abide and surpass the same
enlightenment and Bodhi resolve. They will be reborn with him in his
Buddha Land. The demon beings follow the orders of the demon king
Mara, and they will continue to practice with Mara after he becomes
a Buddha—The Wonderful Dwelling and Attaining Dharma Light
Buddha. This is because they were once the Demon King’s daughters,
sons, and retinues, and Mara was their supreme leader. Therefore, they
have such strong resolve to follow him. The Wonderful Dwelling and
Attaining Dharma Light Buddha would also grant them Buddhahood
in recognition of their deep devotion.

This sutra is known as the Sutra of the Great Collection of Questions
of the Akdsagarbha Bodbisattva (Skt. Arya Gaganagasija Pariprechi
Nama Mahdyina Sitra.) It teaches that even if some people, such as
the Demon King Mara, try to destroy the Buddha’s teachings, there is
a way for Bodhisattvas to eventually guide them all to Buddhahood.
As the sutra says, “all characteristics are without obstructions.”

Let’s take a look at the verses spoken by Manjusri Bodhisattva in
Roll 6 in Shurangama Sutra,

The emptiness created within great awakening,

Is like a single bubble in all the sea.

Lands like fine dust motes, subject to outflows.

All come forth out of empty space. Just as the bubble bursts,

Space is no longer there. How much the less the three states of being!

“The emptiness created within great awakening.” This text explains
to you the proportion of infinite space and great awakening. What
is great awakening? Lets reveal it. Great awakening is the Dharma
Realm. It is our inherent nature. It is also our Buddha nature.

“Is like a single bubble in all the sea”Look! Suddenly a bubble

appears. Comparing the bubble to the vast ocean, which one has more
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water? This verse shows us that infinite space is just a tiny bubble
in our endless sea of profound enlightenment. But our Buddha
nature is as immense as the whole ocean. And the Dharma Realm
is so glorious that emptiness seems like a small bubble in its great
expanse. In this bubble, we see a reflection of the boundlessness
of infinite space.

“Lands like fine dust motes, subject to outflows. All come forth
out of empty space” Within emptiness, there exists a multitude
of outflows, which are known as impermanent worlds. This is
because the world itself is not a permanent abode; it undergoes the
processes of formation, existence, decay, and emptiness. Manjushri
Bodhisattva eloquently stated, “In these numerous outflows, these
lands of dust, are the worlds born from emptiness; after emptiness
emerges, worlds will manifest. Just like bubbles, these worlds exist
within the realm of emptiness.”
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This image shows many galaxies that are beyond our
understanding. They are so big that we cannot measure them. The
universe is incredibly vast. It is filled with countless galaxies, each
containing millions or billions of stars and planets. Galaxies are
like a sea of worlds, with different shapes, sizes, and colors. Can
you imagine how many worlds are out there?

There are infinite oceans of worlds throughout the ten
directions of the Dharma Realm, and numerous World Seeds are
scattered across the oceans of worlds. Within this cosmic ocean
lies the essence of all existence—the world seeds. Encased within
a minuscule bubble, these world seeds hold the potential for an
infinite number of worlds. Look closer, and you will discover an
unimaginable abundance of World Seeds hidden within.

And this map is called the oceans of worlds throughout the ten
directions depicted in the Avatamsaka Sutra. What you see on the
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F— BB A RS 5 Bl Lotus is known as a World Seed. These World Seeds are scattered
SRS > BA R AR A T RR FERIFUEESEL  in abundance across the ten directions (East, South, West,
5 - North, Southeast, Northeast, Southwest, Northwest, Above, and
WMIRB M R T IRATHSTE - © Below), with each direction housing its own array of exquisite
il TR OTRAED B SE AR World Seeds.
BAE R R R i st S AR - Each World Seed consists of twenty levels, and each of them
fEE(E M SERY B > A&t hascountless worlds as numerous as dust particles. Thus, there are
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worlds as numerous as particles of dust in amazing Buddhalands.
(Buddhalands are the realms of the Buddhas in Buddhism)

Let’s see the seed in the middle. And its name is World-Seed of
Blazing Precious Radiance Illuminating Everywhere throughout
the Ten Directions. And within that, there are worlds as numerous
as the particles of dust in amazing Buddhalands.

Above the World-Seed lies a total of twenty levels of worlds.
Among these levels is a world known as the Saha World, which
resides on the thirteenth level. On the eastern side of this
Saha World lies the Pure Vaidurya World, the very land of the
Medicine Master Buddha. Now, I wonder, just how far does this
transcendental journey take one from the Saha World?

“Passing from here to the east, beyond Buddhalands numerous
as the sand grains in ten Ganges rivers, is a world called ‘Pure
Vaidurya.”” On the same level as the Saha world, in the west of
the Saha world, there is a world where we want to be reborn called
the world of Ultimate Bliss; “From the west, we go through ten
trillion Buddha lands,” this world of Ultimate Bliss is ten trillion
Buddha lands away from our Saha world.

Take a moment to consider the vastness of this Saha World.
What does it consist of? This extraordinary world, also known
as the Three Thousand Great Worlds, is made up of a ten billion
small worlds, ten billion Sumeru mountains, ten billion suns
and moons, ten billion Six heavens of the Desire Realm, and ten
billion three First Dhyana Heavens of the Form Realm.

The Sun is just a small star in our galaxy. According to
astronomers  statistics, there are at least 100 billion stars in the
Milky Way Galaxy, and only 6 billion yellow dwarfs (GV stars)
like the Sun. There are tens of billions of suns and moons in the
Three Thousand Great Worlds, so let’s just say, how many solar
systems are there in the Three Thousand Great Worlds? The ancient
Indian term “Koti”( 10 billion) is equivalent to our current “one
billion” in English, so ten billion suns and moons in the Sutra, is
now one billion suns and moons, that is, one billion solar systems.

When we look at the night sky on Earth, the stars we can
see are only a very small part of the Milky Way Galaxy, in fact,
there are trillions of galaxies in the universe. Most of the stars we
see with our naked eyes are stars, and they are concentrated here
(Note: the farthest object visible to the naked eye in the night sky
is within 1000 light years from Earth), so we can't see far.

In the vast Saha world, there are countless galaxies that we can
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observe. However, it is unlikely that we can transcend beyond
the thirteenth level of this world. This raises the question:
Where exactly are we? We cannot even perceive the presence of
our own planet, let alone ourselves. In this World Seed, there
are billions of suns and moons similar to ours, but how many
Earths can we actually see? The Earth is nothing more than a
minuscule speck within the expansive Saha world, making it
invisible to us. Our own homes, and our place in this universe,
remain uncertain.

Therefore, the world seed we are in is in the center of the
Flower Treasury Adorned Sea of Worlds, which is in the center
of the Ten World Oceans, and each of the Buddhalands in the
Ten World Oceans is in a bubble (emptiness).

Look at what the sutra says,

The emptiness created within great awakening,/ Is like a single
bubble in all the sea. | Lands like fine dust motes, subject to outflows.
[All come forth out of empty space. / Just as the bubble bursts, space
is no longer there. | How much the less the three states of being!

So many outflowing lands are like fine dust motes in a bubble;
and because it is a bubble, it can be easily crushed and disappear.
If this bubble disappears, the worlds inside it will also cease to
exist. Therefore, this is the reason why “all characteristics are
known to be without obstructions.” What the Buddha sees is the
whole Dharma Realm, the whole nature, which has no bubbles,
which is clear, which is fine (there are no forms).

Our personal reincarnation is limited to this specific realm
known as the Saha world, which is just one layer of the central
world seeds. Both you and I, as individuals on Earth, are
constantly going through cycles of reincarnation. This constant
reincarnation is a result of our own ignorance - we often
take things for granted, develop ignorance, and consequently,
experience love and hate.

As cultivators, it is essential for us to calm and cleanse our
minds. When our minds reach a state of complete stillness and
our inner purity is fully recognized, we become unaffected by
external circumstances. It is at this moment that the radiance
of our true nature emerges. By the emergence of this radiance,
ignorance dissipates like a bursting bubble, allowing us to return

to the vast ocean of our own inherent wisdom. &
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