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The Shurangama Mantra
with Verse and Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshu Heng Shun

Verse:

Enlightenment of all Sages and ordinary beings flow forth from this,
Because of the Five Buddhas in the Five Divisions of the Five Directions.
Benefits are gained and the three basic vows are accomplished.

According with your wish, whatever you seek will be fulfilled!

Commentary:

Enlightenment of all Sages and ordinary beings flows forth from
this. This line is very simple. Those people who recite the Shurangama
Mantra will all become enlightened. Regardless of whether you are
a Bodhisattva on the level of Equal Enlightenment, or the most dull-
witted living sentient being or even insentient plants all will become
enlightened. Therefore, it is said, “Sages and ordinary beings flow forth
from this.” By reciting the Shurangama Mantra, Sages will gain benefits
from the Dharma. And ordinary beings everywhere will, upon reciting
the Shurangama Mantra, be able to have Dharma accomplishments. Such
inconceivable states like this will come into being.

Because of the Five Buddhas in the Five Divisions of the Five
Directions. The Five Directions are the east, the west, the south, the
north and the middle. The Five Directions consist of the Five Divisions.
These Five Divisions are able to subdue and quell the five great demonic
armies in the world. They are the Vajra Division in the East; the Jewel
Birth Division in the south; the Lotus Division in the west; the Karman
Division in the North; and the Buddha Division in the middle. The Five
Buddhas are Akshobhya Buddha, the teaching host of the east; Jewel Birth
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Buddha, the teaching host of the south; Amitabha Buddha, the teaching
host of the west; Amoghasiddhi Buddha, the teaching host of the north;
and Vairocana Buddha, the teaching host of the middle. Each of the
Five Buddhas who are teaching hosts of the Five Divisions in the Five
Directions were born from the seeds of wisdom in the past. Therefore,
whenever they perceive someone reciting the Shurangama Mantra,
regardless of who it is, they are extremely happy. And they will guard
and protect that person. However, that person must uphold the moral
precepts. Not upholding the moral precepts is not permissible. What is
most important is that you uphold the moral precepts. By upholding
the moral precepts, you can purify the three karmas of the body, mouth
and mind. By not upholding the precepts, your three karmas of the
body, mouth and mind won't be pure. People who are pure in the three
karmas of the body, mouth and mind must also not fight, no be greedy,
not seek, not be selfish, no be out for personal advantage, and not lie. If
you do not uphold the moral precepts, then is certain that you will also
violate these Six Great Guiding Principles.

Those who uphold the moral precepts must keep the Six Great
Guiding Principles in a very complete way. Therefore, how can you
tell if some is true or false? You can tell by observing whether or not
this person keeps the Six Great Guiding Principles. He must not fight
or contend with others over benefits or advantages for himself. Rather
he will always yield them to others. All that he does is based on what
is beneficial and fair for the great assembly and he never contends.
Nor will he for sake of the great assembly quarrel or fight with others.
Moreover, he won't seek, be selfish, be out for personal advantages, or
tell lies. You should see if anyone can truly carry out these Six Great
Guiding Principles and does not violate them in the slightest bit. When
this person calls to Heaven, Heaven will accordingly respond. And
when he calls to Earth, Earth will be efficacious. Whatever he says will
bring about responses. The only exception is when he does not say
anything. The gods, dragons, and the others of the Eight-fold Pantheon
of Spiritual Beings will listen to the words that he says. If they do not
listen, they will be going against their own vows. Therefore, each one
of you must pay special attention to this point. Upholding the moral
precepts is most important! If you do not uphold the moral precepts,
you are not a monastic who has renounced the householder’s life. That’s
the reason why Japan doesn’t have any Buddhist monastics at all! It is
just because they do not keep the moral precepts. All of us must deeply
bear this principle in mind and never forget it! The Five Buddhas in
the Five Divisions have come about from the seeds of wisdom. They all
realized Buddhahood because of the unfolding of wisdom. If one is very
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foolish, they could not be spoken of as being a Buddha. The Buddhas
are replete with great wisdom. Therefore, we all shouldn’t engage in
deluded and “upside down” activities all day long.

Benefits are gained and the three basic vows are accomplished.
Whoever seeks for anything, all of their wishes will be fulfilled.

According with your wish, whatever you seek will be fulfilled.
When you recite the Shurangama Mantra unless you don’t seek for
anything, you will definitely get a response for whatever you seek.
Somebody might say, “Dharma Master, I don’t believe in what you
said. For the sake of winning the lottery, I have been reciting the
Shurangama Mantra for more than ten years, and yet I haven’t won it.”
The Buddhas won’t help such selfish people as you. Don’t you think
that your intention to win the lottery is rather selfish? This is utterly
contrary to the principles taught in the Buddhist Sutras. It is as if
you are thinking, “Ah! If I become a thief and recite the Shurangama
Mantra, then when I rob people of their money, I won't be breaking
the law,” This is totally ridiculous!#

The Creation Of Humans

According to the Buddha, human beings were not created
by a creator god, nor are they the result of a long process of
evolution, as suggested by Darwinian and Neo-Darwinian
evolutionary theory. According to the Buddha’s teaching, there
have always been people, though not necessarily on this planet.
The appearance of physical human bodies in any particular
location begins with the mental generation of “human karma.”
Mind, not physical body, is primary in that process. Human
beings are not independent of the other forms of sentient life
in the universe and can be reborn in others of the Six Paths of
Rebirth. Likewise, other sentient beings can be reborn as human
beings. What is ultimately real about all living beings is their
Buddha-nature, and that cannot be created or destroyed.

Six Paths of Rebirth: The realm of gods or celestial beings. The
realm of humans. The realm of asuras or titans. The realm of
animals. The realm of hungry ghosts. The realm of hell.





