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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE:

THE UNIVERSAL DOOR OF GUANYIN BODHISATTVA

#43TMR Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

“Sometimes there are people who don't pray or recite at all, but
Guanyin Bodhisattva still saves them from troubles. How do you
explain that?” you may ask.

You must know that everyone has his or her own set of causes
and effects. In that person’s past lives, perhaps he recited vigorously
and performed many meritorious deeds. Even though he doesn’t
recite the Bodhisattva’s name in this life, the power of the good
roots from reciting in his past lives carries through to his present
life, and so he’s saved by Guanyin Bodhisattva. This is an example
of a distant cause. There are two kinds of causes, distant and
immediate. A distant cause is a cause that was planted in lives
past. An immediate cause is a cause planted in this life. Guanyin
Bodhisattva rescues living beings as a result of both distant and
immediate causes.

You say, “Since I've probably planted the cause in my past lives,
I don’t have to recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name now. Even if I
don’t, the Bodhisattva will still rescue me when I get into trouble
in the future.” However, there’s no guarantee. I can’t provide you
such an assurance. If you sincerely recite the Bodhisattva’s name
in this life, I can guarantee that in the future, when youre in an
emergency, you will be helped. If you don’t have the knowledge
of past lives, how do you know whether you really recited in the
past or not? If you've attained the heavenly eye or heavenly ear,
you might know. Conversely, if you don’t wait until an emergency
before seeking help from the Bodhisattva, you’ll certainly receive
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a response. Being always mindful of Guanyin Bodhisattva, if
you “fall into a great fire, the fire will not burn” you.
Once there was a man who wanted to go to Mount Putuo
in Nanhai to bow to Guanyin Bodhisattva. He became a
vegetarian for three years before going to Mount Putuo. But
can you guess what happened? Just as he got on the boat, his
neighbor’s house caught fire. His family ran to the dock and
said to him, “Bad timing! Don’t leave for Mount Putuo! The
house next door is on fire. Come back and save our home!”
He said, “I've been preparing for this pilgrimage for three
years, and now I’'m about to leave on the boat. If my house is
supposed to burn, even if I return home, it will burn down
anyway. If my house is not supposed to burn in the fire, with
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s protection, my house won't catch fire
even if I don’t return home. I have faith. I'd rather have my
house burn down than not go bow to Guanyin Bodhisattva.”
So he wasn’t concerned with anything after that. He went
to Mount Putuo to bow to Guanyin Bodhisattva, and when he
returned to his own village, every house in his neighborhood
had burned down except his. Everyone said, “Why didn’t your
house burn down?” He replied, “Out of deep sincerity, I went
to bow to Guanyin Bodhisattva. I didn’t care whether or not
my house caught fire. I've let everything go. It was through the
power of Guanyin Bodhisattva that my house didn’t burn.”
So if a person enters a great fire, the fire will not burn him.
Why? It is all because of this Bodhisattva’s mighty, splendid
spiritual powers.

Satra
“If living beings carried away by deep waters call out
her name for help, they will be delivered to shallow water.”

Commentary

If living beings carried away by deep waters call out her
name for help, they will be delivered to shallow water. This
line applies if youve been upholding Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name all the time and accidentally fall into the sea. It wouldn’t
apply if you were testing the Bodhisattva. Haven’t I always
emphasized this? If you try to test Guanyin Bodhisattva to see
if she is efficacious or not, she most certainly won’t be. You'll
drown if you jump into the sea—without a doubt. Why? Your

motive is to test the Bodhisattva. $0To be continued

SepremBER 2023 VasrA BooHi Sea | 7

ey ‘ V3G VNEVHQ ¥3dO¥d





