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BTTS New Book—the Bilingual “Portraits of
Patriarchs” Volume One is Released
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One of the latest publications of the Buddhist Text Translation
Society in 2023 is the first volume of the Chinese-English bilingual
Portraits of Patriarchs —71he Chan Lineage in India. This volume
contains the first half of the Chinese version of Portraits of Patriarchs
Vernacular Explanation (1) — Patriarchs in India from the time of the
Shakyamuni Buddha, then the first patriarch Venerable Mahakasyapa,
to the fourteenth patriarch of India, Nagarjuna Bodhisattva.

According to Great Master Zibai (Zibo)%:4H, in the Ming dynasty,
120 illustrations of Patriarchs in India and China began to be drawn
by some unknown monastics and lay people. Those illustrations were
kept inside the monastery at Mount Oxhead in Nanjing. Great Master
Hanshan (Silly Mountain) 8%l became intent on composing brief
biographies and verses in Chinese to describe these Patriarchs. Great
Master Zibai then handled getting Great Master Hanshan’s words
carved in wood blocks, printed on paper, bound and distributed.
Great Master Zibai also wrote an essay saying, “Even Ananda, a
cousin of Shakyamuni Buddha, saw the supreme appearance of the
Buddha, thus resolved upon Bodhi; let alone we ordinary people with
less potentials. The portraits of Patriarchs must be passed down for
this reason.”

In the subsequent nearly six centuries, various additions were
made by great masters. Elder Master Yongjuesk%, abbot of
Yongquan Monastery on Gu Mountain in Fuzhou and his disciple
Chan Master Weilin %% published Illustrated Buddhist Lineages
with 122 portraits of Patriarchs. Venerable Master Yunfu Jingxi Qi
EERFEE published the Records of the Orthodox Pulse of the Chan
Patriarchs with 166 portraits of Patriarchs. Great Master Shouyi
Kongcheng 5F—7E5k edited the Portraits of Patriarchs featuring
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240 patriarchs. During Venerable Master Xuyun’s 25 tenure as the
abbot of Yongquan Monastery, he dispatched emissaries to Shanghai to
obtain the “Continued Tripitaka” to supplement the biographies of the
patriarchs. In 1935, Venerable Xuyun gathered biographies and verses
for patriarchs of various schools, Indian and Chinese alike, totaling
over three hundred patriarchs, to publish the Expanded Edition of
[lustrated Patriarchs in Sequence. And he personally composed the
preface for it.

In 1955, Elder Master Xuyun added 27 more patriarchs and wrote
biographies and verses for them to reach a total of 330 patriarchs. In
addition to the founders of Chan school, it also includes the founders
of Teaching, Vinaya, and Pure Land Schools. Elder Master Xuyun
particularly emphasized that without actual practice, even if someone
was famous in his time, he would not be included in this book. In 1956,
Elder Master Xuyun sent a copy of the Expanded Edition of Illustrated
Patriarchs in Sequence to Venerable Master Hsuan Hua who was
spreading Dharma in Hong Kong. In the accompanying letter, Elder
Master Xuyun stated therein that this book was not just being given to
Master Hua to read as a gift, but with the hope that the contents of the
book would benenit Master Hua and others.

In 1976, Venerable Master Hua founded the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) and established the Dharma Realm Buddhist
University in CTTB. At that time, one of the Master’s main teaching
materials was the Expanded Edition of Illustrated Patriarchs in Sequence.
Every time he taught about a Patriarch, he wrote a verse to briefly
describe the biography and formerly-written verse about this patriarch.
The Venerable Master Hua also added seven patriarchs of the Pure
Land School and eight contemporary eminent monks until Elder
Master Guangin (Kuang-Chk’in) EE#kwho passed away in 1986, a total
of 345 Patriarchs, which is titled Re-Expanded Edition of Illustrated
Patriarchs in Sequence. This classical Chinese-language, four-volume,
thread-bound edition was published in 1986.

In 2004, the Buddhist Text Translation Society published the
Chinese version of [llustrated Patriarchs Vernacular Interpretation (1),
which introduced the Patriarchs in India. In 2012, it published the
Chinese version of of [llustrated Patriarchs Vernacular Interpretation
(2), which introduced the early Chinese Patriarchs. Now, for the first
time, a bilingual version in Chinese and English is launched, so that
English readers can also have the opportunity to see the illustrations
and practice accordingly, just as Venerable Master Hua said, “Learn

from the wise and hold them as a role model.” &





