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2023: City of Ten Thousand Buddhas’ Fifteenth

Ordination
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas’ (CTTB) fifteenth Three
Platform Ordination took place on July 14 and 15, 2023, adding
sixteen new bhikhunis to Venerable Master Hua’s lineage. The
precept platform commencement was held on March 29, 2023 at
CTTB’s Wordless Hall and was hosted by Dharma Master Heng Lai.
Afterwards, the sixteen preceptees went to the City of the Dharma
Realm (CDR) in West Sacramento to begin their one-hundred-and-
eight-day period of training.

Venerable Master Hua had set up the 108-day period of intensive
training to prepare the preceptees for receiving the precept essence
during the actual ordination. Two of the vital elements of this training
are bowing in repentance and memorization of various Vinaya texts,
which include the Ten Novice Precepts, the Fifty-three Mantras, the
Three hundred and forty-eight Bhikshuni Precepts, and the Ten Major
and forty-eight Minor Bodhisattva Precepts.

The preceptees’ daily schedule began with morning recitation,
followed by bowing, community work, memorizing precepts, bowing
repentance, meditation, and attending precept classes. The Venerable
Master always stressed the importance of speaking Dharma for
monastics. Therefore, as part of their training, after every day’s lunch,
the preceptees had a chance to practice giving Dharma talks on stage.

During the ordination training period, many senior Dharma
Masters such as Dharma Master Chih, Dharma Master Liang, Dharma
Master Yun, Dharma Master Gwei, Dharma Master Shr, and Dharma
Master Jai gave precept lectures. Dharma Master Yun even provided
online classes to the preceptees remotely from Taiwan. The Dharma
Masters instructed the preceptees to develop dignified and proper
deportment and to make the Bodhi resolve. During the evening sutra
lecture, the preceptees listened to the Venerable Master’s commentary
on two important Buddhist texts: 7he Sutra of the Buddha's Bequeathed
Teaching and Exhortation to Resolve Upon Bodhi.
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The preceptees lined up on both sides of the sidewalk leading into the Ordination Hall, and bowed down to reverently welcome
the three Precept Transmitting Masters and eight Precept Certifying Masters into the hall at 7:00 a.m. on July 14, 2023.
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During the ordination training period, staff from the city government
of Sacramento made a visit to the City of Dharma Realm (CDR), among
other events that took place in the monastery. The preceptees were
delighted to be given these opportunities to further serve the monastery.

The night of the conclusion of their training at CDR, before heading
to CTTB the next day, the preceptees were given verses by Venerable
Master Xuyun (Empty Cloud). They also supported and encouraged each
other to advance forward.

The preceptees returned to CT'TB to participate in a series of rehearsals
and the actual ordination from July 10 to July 15. The confessional and
repentance ritual before the transmission of the Bhikshuni Precepts took
place in the Buddha Hall at 7:30 pm on July 13, with DM Heng Lai as
the Repentance Master.

July 14 was the day that the preceptees received the transmission of
the Bhikshuni Precepts. At seven o’clock, the preceptees lined up on both
sides of the sidewalk leading into the Ordination Hall, and they bowed
down to reverently welcome the three Precept Transmitting Masters
and eight Precept Certifying Masters into the hall. The three Precept
Transmitting Masters were Dharma Master Heng Sure as the Preceptor
(Upadhyaya), Dharma Master Heng Lai as the Procedural Acharya, and
Bhante Seelawimala as the Teaching Acharya. In accordance with the
precedent set by Venerable Master Hua, the Precept Certifying Masters
represented both Mahayana and Theravada traditions: Bhante Piyananda,
Ajahn Pasanno, Dharma Master Jin-Wol, Dharma Master Heng Shan,
Ajahn Karunadhammo, Dharma Master Heng Hing, Ajahn Nyaniko,

and Ajahn Cunda. The eleven masters were invited to the second floor
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of the Ordination Hall to formally transmit the precepts. They
conducted the actual transmission for two to three preceptees at a
time, for a total of six times.

The confessional and repentance ritual before the transmission of
the Bodhisattva Precepts were held in the Buddha Hall from 7:30
pm to 11:00 pm on July 14, lasting three-and-a-half hours, with
Dharma Master Heng Lai as the Repentance Master.

The next day, July 15, the transmission of the Bodhisattva
Precepts began at 7:30 am. The four assemblies and preceptees’
families were allowed inside the Buddha Hall to observe. At the
start of the ceremony, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas were invited to
certify the transmission of the Bodhisattva Precepts.

The essence of the Bodhisattva Precepts is bestowed by the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and remain with the preceptees until the
end of time. Once one has received these precepts, one is forever part
of the Buddhas’ lineage. The preceptor of the Bodhisattva Precepts’
transmission is Shakyamuni Buddha, Manjushri Bodhisattva is the
Procedures Acharya, Maitreya Bodhisattva is the Teaching Acharya,
and the Bodhisattvas from the ten directions are the Certifying
Acharyas.

As ordinary people, it is difficult for us to see the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas with our flesh eyes. Therefore, three magnificent
portraits of the sages Shakyamuni Buddha, Manjushri Bodhisattva,
and Maitreya Bodhisattva were placed at the front of the hall,
indicating their arrival to join the three masters, Dharma Master
Heng Sure, Dharma Master Heng Lai, and Korean Dharma Master
Jin-Wol, in transmitting and certifying the Bodhisattva Precepts.

The transmission of the Bodhisattva Precepts began at 7:30 am
on July 15 and lasted for nearly three hours. After the completion

of the transmission, the assembly took a group photo in front of the
Patriarch Hall.
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The repentance ritual before the transmission of the Bodhisattva Precepts were held in the Buddha Hall from 7:30 pm to 11:00 pm on July 14.
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At one oclock in the afternoon, the newly ordained bhikshunis
gathered at Joy and Giving House’s Buddha Hall for the ritual of

burning twelve incense marks on their heads. Since the Bodhisattva

Precepts emphasize benefiting and saving beings, Elder Master Xuyun
(Empty Cloud) instructed preceptees of Bodhisattva Precept to burn
incense marks. Later that afternoon, they shared their reflections on
becoming ordained. May the new bhikshunis apply the precepts to
their daily lives and pass along the Master’s lineage and established
traditions to future generations.

Below are the brief talks given by the precept masters, (invited by
Reverend Heng Sure) to all preceptees.

Dharma Master Heng Lai shared with the new bhikshunis that
Venerable Master Hua taught us not to be a selfish practitioner
who only enlightens oneself. After becoming newly ordained, one
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should not solely focus on one’s own cultivation and avoid being
bothered by other matters. Instead, one should bring forth the
resolve to perform acts of service at monasteries and for other
people. The Master encouraged bhikshus and bhikshunis to help
people, host Dharma assemblies, establish monasteries, and let the
Buddhadharma root itself deeply in the West, rather than engrossing
themselves only with their own cultivation.

Bhante Seelawimala reminisced on being invited by DRBA to
assist in ordinations while the Venerable Master was still alive. This
time, he was able to come to CTTB again, thanks to Reverend
Heng Sure’s invitation. Bhante Seelawimala noted how he shared
with Reverend Heng Sure his belief that the ordination rituals and
guidelines of the Mahayana tradition were more comprehensive,
thus providing immense benefit to the preceptees. He said that
in their tradition, Vinaya text interpretation was not part of the
ordination itself, so preceptees had to seek private guidance from the
teaching masters.Bhante Seelawimala congratulated the bhikshunis
on their perfect ordination into the Buddha’s lineage, stressing that
it was an extremely rare and special opportunity and that because
they had been ordained, their remaining time in Samsdra would be
significantly reduced.

Bhante Piyananda expressed his utmost respect for Venerable
Master Hua, who graciously invited him to the United States in
1976. During his speech, he emphasized the importance of the
term “Sangha,” which signifies “unity” and “harmony” in both
Sanskrit and Pali. He encouraged every bhikshu and bhikshuni to
understand the profound meaning of this term and diligently apply
it in their lives. Bhante Piyananda then shared his favorite story: it
was about five fingers, each of which claimed to be the best in its
own way. However, no one finger could pick up a book on its own;
all five fingers had to work together. This story highlighted the
importance of cooperation and harmony.

Ajahn Pasanno highlighted that in the Pali language, the term we
use to refer to a religious seeker or ordained individual is Sramana.
This word, which means someone who seeks and embodies peace,
holdsimmense significance. Ajahn Pasanno reminded the preceptees
that their goal as monastics was to find that inner peace of body
and mind. It is natural for new precepts to cause anxiety and create
unnecessary complications, so one must frequently reflect on one’s
purpose: to foster peace, unity, and harmony in body and mind.

Dharma Master Heng Shan said that as monastics, it is crucial

for us to embrace Buddhism as a lens through which we perceive
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the world, letting it truly guide our actions and shape our
perspectives.

Ajahn Karunadhammo said, “I still recall the incredible
experience | had many years ago when [, as a lay Buddhist, had
the honor of meeting with Master Hua. Reverend Heng Sure
is my certifying Acharya. Thanks to Reverend Heng Sure and
other Dharma Masters, we have cultivated a profound and long-
lasting friendship between the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
and the Abhayagiri Monastery. I am immensely grateful to
Master Hua for kindly providing the land where we can build
our monastery. It is my sincere hope that our connection with
one another will flourish, enabling us to consistently assist and
uplift each other.”

Dharma Master Heng Hing first congratulated the preceptees
for receiving the full ordination. He said that becoming
ordained is the start of one’s cultivation as a Sramana. The
Master’s teachings are there to guide us in observing our own
habits. In fact, cultivation is just to change our own confused
and deluded thinking. According to the Lotus Sutra, every
living being possesses the inherent wisdom and virtues of the
Tathagata. Sadly, they have forgotten these unshakable wisdom
and virtues, thereby allowing themselves to be tainted by their
deluded thoughts and habits. Dharma Master Heng Hing used
Master Hua’s precious teaching as an encouragement to everyone
in hopes that everyone can learn together.

Ajahn Nyaniko said that he especially rushed back to
the United States from Thailand to participate in this great
ordination.He came because he feels that supporting full
ordination in the United States is the most beneficial thing for
American Buddhism.

Ajahn Cunda shared with preceptees that we are told to be
kind and forgiving to others. However, one must first be able
to be kind and forgiving to oneself. At the same time, don’t be
afraid of making mistakes, or one will not be able to learn.

Reverend Heng Sure finally congratulated all the preceptees.
He stated that many eminent monks from both the Mahayana
and Theravada traditions and representing countries all around
the globe had gathered together. The three Precept Transmitting
Masters and eight Certifying Acharyas had together been
ordained for a total of four-hundred-and-twenty-two years. With
the transmission of the precept essence today, the inheritance of
these precepts has continued from the time of the Buddha until

the present—a historic moment! #
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