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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1980
English Translation Revised by Dharma Master Heng Chih
and the Early Bird Translation Group
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If T regret anything in this life, it would be: “if a ruler of a land
cherishes the Buddhadharma, establishes monasteries, and aids people
to join the monastic order, blessings and well-being will prevail.

However, if a political reign is tyrannical, its leaders violate the
teachings of the sages.” But, Your Majesty, your governance is excessively
tyrannical, greatly contradicting the teachings of the sages.

The country will soon face disaster.

Shortly after he said this, Master Buddhacinga sat upright and
passed away.

The Great Master entered stillness. Later, a monk said that he saw
Buddhacinga entering a pass. A member of the Sangha reported to the
emperor, saying that he saw Great Master Buddhacinga headed west into
the mountains; he left Guanzhong plain and was gone.

When the emperor heard this, he had the Master’s burial site
excavated; all that was found in the grave was a large stone. Shi Hu
directed people to dig up Great Master Buddhacinga’s grave. It was empty

except for a big stone.

A verse in praise says:

Emperor Shi Le was as fierce

As a raging feral tiger.

So why did the Master choose

10 be a guest of the emperor?

His display of hundreds of thousands of light rays

Was, in fact, evidence of his humaneness.

He arrived like the moon appearing in water;

He moved on like illusive clouds drifting across the sky.

s> To be continued





