IsmbliEL#Ez

The Shurangama Mantra
with Verse and Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshu Heng Shun

Verse:

Vajra Bodhisattvas protect and support the multitude of people who practice.
They hold jeweled pestles in their hands to quell the demon army.

Revealing, thoroughly penetrating, and the power of subduing and gathering in.
Together all to enter the door to measureless Prajna-wisdom.

Commentary:

The Shurangama Mantra reveals the secrets between heaven and earth.
When we expound upon the Shurangama Mantra, ghosts and spirits
tremble with fear and the palaces of the demon kings quake. From the
perspective of the demon kings, to lecture on the Shurangama Mantra is
like having an earthquake. Thus, they are quite scared. During the time the
Shurangama Mantra is expounded, it is not known how many demonic
obstacles have come here. It is also not known how many demons have
appeared and can be seen. And it is also not known how many demons
have come discreetly to fight with me. Their number cannot be calculated.
However, you have become used to me saying this and do not take this
to be weird, so you don’t care about this. However, if I frankly told you
about what those states actually are, you would definitely be so scared that
you would not dare to live at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas anymore.
You would all want to run away. Therefore, I have not dared to tell about
this.

Although this is case, we are about to finish lecturing on the
Shurangama Mantra. The Buddhadharma will be able to remain in the

world for a longer period of time. This is because as long as there is a



Wl ZRAN I - 5 B T A
58T e REARGBAAE TSR B OCRE
kR — (@ > R IHA
SEEIHIAN - A Agats
BT > LT B 2R
B o SRl A g B
7L PERFREH B - ANED
AILERR - MERBHTTEE
AR ? A B AIRE BRI -
RIS TR LR 0 R
KRS 2% LmbE - N ER
R LARTHIRRTT - AR A\ GHFF
PEEE T - AR R (E U
<z el el 5 e B 2 AR R AE (1
EATHIN AL R K AES
PEET - RSB A > 2
T A ERT—(EIE -

WM EHERER (FFELE)
A KRRAEE M (FEdE) - I
AR BB ERPIH K
tE— K& - —REE—REE
& o NEHEERE - gL
B > A EF LA EFR
B WEGSFAREE T o FrLlpEE
HHES T OHER A
EEEEUAA o SHIRAEEIER
EAR - AEEEES - Pt
DRI &AL ZR AL - B
Wit - ZaE () sELUS
IS B R E E - REEEE L
HR 7N - RS B LR IBRY T
LRF > BT EBREEK
=R - B E R T =R
AL RS BI85 B K02 - =BR
+ o

FERASZRAIA > IRAAR
TR B TR B
& FIEEAR T I &
F o RIVPRAMHERE —F -
FREFHIS R — 5 - A S
5 BTN S ? &
ENESREEIIAZ ? 2

person in world who can recite the Shurangama Mantra the demons
of the Five Directions will not dare to show up openly in public. On
the contrary, if there is not even a single person who can recite the
Shurangama Mantra, then demons will appear everywhere as they wish,
and everyone will be able to see them. Why don’t you see them now?
It is just because you can recite the Shurangama Mantra. The verses
explaining the lines near the end of the mantra say, “Everything will go
as one wishes.” Whatever you seek for will be fulfilled. This is due to the
power of the Buddha’s vows made in the past. If there are people who
recite and uphold the Shurangama Mantra, the Vajra Dharma Protecting
Deities and eighty-four thousand Vajra Treasury Bodhisattvas will come
to protect and support these people who practice. Therefore, if we can
recite the Shurangama Mantra every day, we are helping the world. This
is a way to enable the proper Dharma to last for long time.

Furthermore, if we can memorize the Shurangama Sutra and recite
it from memory every day, then our wisdom will invisibly grow and
increase each day unwittingly. You won’t be as foolish as you were before.
Nor will you be so muddled or do things that you are not supposed to
do. And you will uphold the moral precepts. Therefore, the Venerable
Ananda said, “The wonderfully deep Dharani, the Unmoving Honored
One, the foremost Shurangama King is seldom found in the world. It
melts away my deluded thoughts gathered in a million kalpas. So, I
needn’t endure countless kalpas to attain the Dharma Body.” Therefore,
all of you should deeply enter the Sutra Treasury and have wisdom like
the sea. You should also investigate the Shurangama Sutra to obtain
the solid and durable Shurangama Samadhi. What's more, if you
want to obtain the Five Eyes and the Six Spiritual Powers, you should
contemplate the Sanskrit syllables of the Mantra Heart listed in the very
last lines to the point that you enter samadhi. Once you contemplate
each syllable with its particular samadhi, you will obtain the Great
Shurangama Samadhi, the King of Samadhis.

For those people who lack the roots of goodness, not to speak about
reciting this mantra, they cannot even have a chance to hear the name
of this mantra. Now you can use a computer or your spiritual brain
to calculate the following: In the world now, is the number of people
who can recite the Shurangama Mantra more, or those who cannot
recite more? Is the number of people who have heard the name of the
Shurangama Mantra more, or are those who have not heard the name
more? Each of you should calculate these things. Then you will come
to know whether the root natures of humans in the world are deep
or shallow. Therefore, don’t look upon yourself as being very ordinary.
Since you can hear the Buddhadharma, this indicates that you have
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planted the roots of goodness for measureless kalpas in the past.
And now you have received the profound, unsurpassed, subtle, and
wondrous Dharma. Each of you should not neglect this Dharma door.

Vajra Bodhisattvas protect and support the multitude of people
who practice. As long as you can recite and uphold the Shurangama
Mantra, you are a person who practices. And Vajra Treasury
Bodhisattvas protect and support these people.

Although the Vajra Bodhisattvas come to protect and support you,
you cannot have a mind that just relies on them and then do not practice
or casually break the moral precepts. Then the Vajra Bodhisattvas will
not guard and protect you. And your recitation of the mantra will not
be efficacious. Therefore, one must uphold the moral precepts in order
to have the power of the mantra. Because of this, the Shurangama Sutra
has the section of the “Four Clear and Unalterable Instructions on
Purity” to teach the practitioners upholding the Shurangama Mantra
to follow the moral precepts. If you only uphold the mantra without
following the moral precepts, thinking you have the mantra to recite
so you don’t need to uphold the moral precepts, then it will not have
any efficacy. That is why the “Four Clear and Unalterable Instructions
on Purity” were spoken for the sake of the Shurangama Mantra.

Nonetheless, why is it that now there are some dung collecting
scholars and garbage making professors who do not acknowledge
that the Shurangama Sutra was spoken by the Buddha? They actually
tear the Shurangama Sutra. 'This is because if they acknowledge that
it was spoken by the Buddha, then they cannot rationalize their own
beliefs. Since they do not abide by the moral precepts, they will not
acknowledge that the sutra is true. Why do they not acknowledge
it? They know that they cannot keep the moral precepts. Therefore,
they say that it is false. It’s a matter of survival. This is like taking fish
eyes for pearls or covering one’s ears while stealing a bell. They engage
in phony matters in this way. Their goal lies in no more than this.
Otherwise, why does the Shurangama Sutra oftend them? When they
say that the Shurangama Sutra is false, it is because the things they do
as a person are false. They are phonies. They put on people’s clothing
and eat people’s food, but they act as the followers of the demon king.
If those garbage collecting scholars and professors have some ability,
they may come to discuss this with me. Yet, they dont dare come.
They don’t dare to even enter the door.

They hold jeweled pestles in their hands to quell the demon army.
The demon king is there being boastful. However, as soon as he sees

the Dharma protectors, he becomes frightened.
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Revealing, thoroughly penetrating, and the power of
subduing and gathering in. “Revealing” means that is very
visible and apparent. It is not at all hidden or concealed.
Although the Shurangama Mantra is a secret Dharma, its effect
is obvious. Once you connect with it, there will be a response.
When you seek for it, there is a response. The Buddha sometimes
uses Dharmas of subduing and sometimes uses Dharmas of
gathering in. He uses the power of these Dharmas to teach and
transform living beings. Whether he uses Dharmas of subduing
or Dharmas of gathering in, the only intention is to cause your
great wisdom to unfold.

Together all enter the door to measureless Prajna-wisdom.
The teachings of the Avatamsaka Sutra as well as the principles
taught in the Shurangama Sutra are the same as this. That is,
“together all enter the door to measureless Prajna-wisdom. %
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