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CHAPTER THREE:

CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConbprTions OF BeINGs
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Upon investigating, I figured out why. Let me tell you all,
this $ramanera is not lazy; he was too hungry to move. Not lazy,
just hungry. Why was he hungry? No one had made offerings.
After going many days without any offerings, he decided to
go on an alms round but no one offered anything. His temper
flared and when he came back he decided not to eat. It’s been
six or seven days and he has not eaten anything, so today he was
too hungry to get up. Since I did not realize that he received no
offerings, I scolded him severely.

Afterwards, when I inquired as to why he was this lazy, he
said, “No one made offerings to me and without food, I have
no energy.” Upon hearing this I replied “Oh! I blamed you by
mistake. If you feel too weak and tired, then you may rest and
sleep in your room. Do what you need to do; I'm giving you
a break.” It’s not easy being a teacher, sometimes you don't
know what method of teaching and transforming is suitable.
I scolded a hungry disciple severely. However this disciple
has some skill, a bit of cultivation. Without any cultivation,
how can one go on without food for six to seven days and
still follow the assembly in reciting satras, doing repentances,
and listening to the lectures? So my anger is gone now and I
am glad I have a hardworking disciple. I hope all of you will
emulate this Sramanera who had enough patience to withstand
my scolding.

In addition, do not hold on to the idea, “I did not eat for
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a day,” “I did not eat for two days,” “I did not eat for three
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days, five days, six days.” Forget it. Having eaten or not is the
same. Don’t pay attention to whether or not you have eaten.
If you have forgotten whether or not you've eaten, you are
really cultivating. If you are not really cultivating, you won’t
be able to forget. If you truly cultivate, you will have true
concentration. With true concentration, not to mention
scolding you, even if I hit you, you would not know it. You
may just ask, “Who’s hitting me?” or “Where am I?” because
there is no longer an “I.” When there is no self, there is true
concentration. If there’s still an “I,” then you will think: “You
hit me!” “You scold me!” “I haven’t eaten!”

Unable to forget the self, concentration will not arise.
You must forget the self before concentration can develop;
when concentration comes forth, you have some real skill.

“Beings who are not filial to their parents, even to the
point of harming or killing them...” Those who kill their
father or mother, for example, will fall into the Relentless
Hell where for thousands of billions of eons they will seek

escape in vain. It will be difficult for them to escape the

hells.

Sutra:

Beings who shed the Buddha’s blood, slander the
Three Jewels, and do not venerate siitras, will fall into the
Relentless Hell where for tens of trillions of eons they will

seek escape in vain.

Commentary:

Beings who shed the Buddhas blood... Suppose
innocent living beings do commit some offense such as
shedding the Buddha’s blood. Now that Sékyamuni Buddha
has entered nirvana, how can we make the Buddha bleed? We
do not live in a time when the Buddha is in the world and
have never seen the Buddha; how can we make the Buddha
bleed? When the Buddha was in the world, shedding his
blood meant injuring the Buddha’s physical body. After his
nirvana, it means destroying images of the Buddha, such as
removing an ear or a finger. Burning paper images of the
Buddha, for instance, is also equivalent to shedding the

Buddha’s blood.

£ To be continued
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