CHAPTER NINE:
LumMINOUS AWAKENING
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Jing

Empty space is infinite; so is the Buddha. Empty space has no appearance;
so does the Buddha. It is said:

Those who wish to know the state of the Buddha

Should purify their mind, like empty space.

If you wish to know the state of the Buddhas, purify your own mind
to be as pure as empty space. Therefore, the text says, “All Buddhas are like
empty space.”

They are ultimately and eternally pure. The Buddha’s Dharma-body is
everlastingly pure. A verse goes like this,

The Buddba is like the clear cool moon,
Which constantly roams throughout empty space.
As the water of the living beings minds is clear

Bodpi is reflected within.

“The Buddha is like the clear cool moon.” The Buddha is the same as the
pure cool moon up in empty space. “Which constantly roams throughout
emptiness. If the wisdom-water in living beings’ mind is pure, then the
awakening path of Bodhi will naturally appear. It is likened the reflection
of moon in a thousand rivers. As long as the wisdom-water is clear and the
inherent nature is pure, then the light of the Buddha will illumine your
mind.

The text continues, by always remembering to bring forth happiness,

“Always remembering” means not forgetting in any moment of time.
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Whenever one remembers and is mindful of the Buddha, great joy
fills one’s heart. All of their vows are completed. Becauses of the
complete power of vows from all Buddhas so your hearts are filled
with joy when you are mindful of the Buddha.

Sutra:

In each hell,

He spends limitless kalpas,

In order to cross over living beings,
One can endure all that suffering.

Commentary:

It is very difficult to walk the Bodhisattva’s path in Bodhisattvas’
practices. From an ordinary point of view, a Bodhisattva may
appear to be stupid when one sees him walking on the Bodhisattva
path. If it were not the case, why would he rather take on the
suffering himself in order to teach and transforming living beings?
He endures all kinds of physical sufferings, even stands in to suffer
for all living beings. If he were not stupid, why is he taking such
a big loss? There is no benefit in doing so for his own sake. Is this
correct? No, it is not so.

A Bodhisattva has great wisdom. Because of that, he is willing
to save all living beings and help them to have wisdom. Therefore,
he lets go of himself for the sake of the multitudes; he forsakes
his own small self in order to bring living beings’ great selves to
accomplishment. Practicing the Bodhisattva’s path is to benefit self
and benefit others, enlighten oneself and enlighten others. That is
why Bodhisattvas fear no hardship.

A Bodhisattva thinks enduring sufferings has the same taste
as eating candy. Although he endures suffering, he does not have
any conceived notion of suffering. He also thinks it is worthwhile
to stand in to suffer for living beings. Furthermore, he thinks this
way:

10 endure suffering is to end suffering.

10 enjoy blessings is to exhaust blessings.

It is because he understands this point, he is willing to take
on suffering for living beings and dedicate all bliss to the living
beings in the Dharma Realm. This type of practice is selfless, just
and unbiased. This is a practice to benefit all living beings. So, take
a look at the Bodhisattvas. They never fear suffering when they
teach and transform living beings.

In each hell, he spends limitless kalpas. The sufferings are



T RES AR - B RAESR
Fiel - FEEENTR > AE
GARM MRS - T8~
T MABEEZE T hAE
— KWK~ —FERERA T
4B R S E R R ATIGR] -
% R SR A8 - i e 22 2
W R T EBAE— VIR
FEWR — VIR - & — D) R AR
588 - TARRSERIGEL - BT
RE MR AR SRR ATy =
RAAE— AR 2 BT -
FEZUE A > 2 HE —(E
m H AR A —(E (KA
A —EARERE > 18F
—{EFRAY AR -
A BEHEME " EERA ) R
SRR o AR T URRE ) TR 7 5B
—EtE TATHE, w0 TR

%gJ ’ %37\% r*Uf?J ’ %E%
EZE, -

(—) 1Akt - EkE RAL
A @BEBCEA  EEHCHA
A — UMz B AR MESG HAA - 2K
L EAMLA - SEhERYATHE - AN
0~ R - R > 2R E
HBE ~ AERE - SN BE
PRERET ~ BlEET -

T ANEEE - Rt
ANAEEEZEEE ? A /BED
FTAAN ANBRE —f T &k, o
AREEES T - R AWAH
—ME > JIkT - HiH > B2
—EE B EEEHE -
BB > bR ot — T 5
o tE—MHEH - fIUREE
s - SHABEE - BT
o ANHEE  HEETE 0 Bt
EERMATHE - A AFEE AT
B - BEBRZER - #O02
Y EEVEE E o HEE AT
M ER AT -

sofFH

most extreme in the hells, where no one is willing to be. However, a
Bodhisattva who has realized the Way goes to the hells. What does he
do there? He doesn’t go there to undergo suffering. He appears there to
speak Dharma for all living beings. Not to mention others, let’s just look
at Earth Store Bodhisattva, who always stays in the hells with the living
beings who suffer the most, because they have committed offenses. Why
does he stay there? He hopes to create opportunities to help living beings
to be awakened and cause them to resolve upon Bodhi. The practices of
Earth Store Bodhisattvas are not like the things we people do. We quit
after five minutes of suffering. It is not the case he stops after one day,
two days, one year or two years. He spends limitless kalpas practicing like
this.

In order to cross over living beings, one can endure all that suffering.
In order to teach and transform living beings, liberate them, and cause
them to leave suffering and attain bliss, as well as ending birth and death,
he patiently stays in the hells and endure this kind of suffering with all
living beings in the hells.

When a Bodhisattva teaches and transforms living beings, he never
considers himself higher or lower than others. He does not even have the
conceived notions of a person or self. In liberating living beings, he uses
the Four Dharmas of Attraction to gather in and cross them over. What
are the four Dharmas of Attraction? They are:

* Giving

* Kind words

* Beneficial practices

* Collaboration

Giving : A Bodhisattva always forgets himself for the sake of others
when he teaches and transforms living beings. He gives out all of his own
benefit to others and bring them to accomplishment. A Bodhisattva’s
giving includes external and internal wealth. Internal wealth refers to
his head, eyes, brain, bone marrows, skin, flesh, muscles, and bones.
External wealth comprises of gold, silver, jewels, countries, cities, wives,
and children.

Gold makes everybody happy. Why is it that everybody likes it? It is
because it is rare. Hence, people are obsessed with gold. The same goes
with silver because people are greedy for it. People also lust over lapis
lazuli, crystal, mother of pearls and carnelian because they are kinds of
jewels. The fact that they are expensive is because they are precious stones.
Everyone loves the seven kinds of jewels. How about Bodhisattvas? They
use jewels such as pearls and diamonds to practice giving. They give to
people who like them. All these are considered jewels and Bodhisattvas

use them to practice giving.
£ To be continued
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