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Commemoration of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering
Nirvana at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in Hong Kong
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Flower Adornment Sutra Dharma Assembly
June 3 - 23, 2023

By Wong Chin Tan

The Flower Adornment Sutra is one of the mostimportantsutras
in Buddhism. The sutra presents essential Buddhist principles
and methods of spiritual cultivation. The Buddhist Lecture
Hall decided to hold a twenty-one day Flower Adornment Sutra
Dharma Assembly after pandemic-related government policies
were relaxed. Then, a commemoration of the Anniversary of
Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana and a Three Refuges
and Five Precepts Ceremony took place on the same day.
Afterwards, we proceeded to visit Tze Hing(Cixing) Monastery
and other monasteries.

During this period, in order to get ready for a set of activities,
the Dharma Master took charge and assembled a team of
volunteers to work together. We faced various challenges during
the process. The weather conditions, which were hot, humid,
rainy, and stormy, made it challenging to carry out the preparation
work. Planning and organizing the order of items for the Dharma

Assembly, finding suitable venues for different activities, and
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preparing the necessary work proved to be quite challenging. We
appreciated the calmness, wisdom, and perseverance of everyone
during that time. As a result, all activities were smoothly executed.

During the Flower Adornment Sutra Dharma Assembly, the
Dharma Master guided the laypeople in the recitation of Buddhist
scriptures and the chanting of the Flower Adornment Syllabary. By
actively engaging in listening and reciting, they can deepen their
comprehension of the profound teachings found within the Sutra.
Sutra recitation is a crucial practice in Buddhism. Practitioners
benefit greatly from engaging in this practice, as it enables them
to cleanse their minds and cultivate a profound comprehension of
the Flower Adornment Sutra and the teachings of Buddhism.

Furthermore, the compassion of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
miraculously transformed the overcast weather into sunny weather
on the final day, as we “cremated” the rebirth plaques on the roof.
The entire process went smoothly, allowing all beings to receive
virtuous blessings.

In this Dharma assembly, working together allows us to
experience a sense of joy and harmony. Our dedication and passion
have not only filled us with Dharma bliss, but have also positively
influenced others, enabling everyone to reap the benefits.

Many laypeople expressed their thoughts and reflections after
the Dharma assembly, and provided a valuable opportunity for
them to learn more about the Dharma which strengthen their
belief in Buddhism through mutual learning.

During these twenty-four days filled with various activities,
such as the Flower Adornment Sutra Dharma Assembly, Venerable
Master Hua’s Nirvana Day, and a visit to Cixing Monastery, the
Dharma Master skillfully guided a group of dedicated volunteers
to thoroughly organize and execute all activities successfully. The
four assemblies’ contributions supported the launch of ceremonies

and showed the importance of loving kindness and altruism in

Buddhism.

To Commemorate the 28" Anniversary of Venerable Master
Hua’s Entering Nirvana
June 25, 2023

By Chan Chin Kei

To commemorate the 28" anniversary of Venerable Master

Hua’s entering nirvana, the Buddhist Lecture Hall held a special
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offering ceremony at 9 a.m. on June 25, 2023, and a Three
Refuges and Five Precepts ceremony that afternoon.

Before the ceremony, when we were getting the offerings
ready, everyone was concerned about the possibility of rain
because it had been raining for several days. However, we
were delighted to find that it was sunny.

The volunteers arrived at the Buddhist Lecture Hall
early that morning. They were all filled with enthusiasm
and ready to offer assistance.

More than one hundred people attended. They came
from the Mainland, Hong Kong, and Malaysia, including
forty some people who would participate in the Three
Refuges and Five Precepts Ceremony in the afternoon. They
gathered to honor and express their gratitude for Venerable
Master Hua’s teachings.

The ceremony began at 9 a.m., with the Dharma Master
leading the assembly to recite the Jeweled Censer Praise,
the Shurangama Mantra, and the Heart Sutra, as well as to
perform Universal Bowing and Meal Offerings.

During the offering of 108 items, plates of beautiful
offerings were passed on both sides of the Buddha Hall.
Each offering was placed on the table one by one until
all of them were neatly arranged. The morning ceremony
concluded in a solemn manner.

Six of the morning volunteers were once students in

the Sunday School. Time flies, and I'm delighted to see
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An offering ceremony is held by the Buddhist Lecture Hall
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their transformation from children into fine young adults.
[ am amazed at how fast time passes, but happy to see the
younger generation embracing our traditions, values and
coming back to help.

More than forty laypeople attended the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts Ceremony. I was glad to see people of
different ages and genders, such as siblings, mothers and
daughters, laypeople and their parents, coming together
to take refuge and precepts, and to become disciples of
Venerable Master Hua’s lineage.

At 2 p.m., the Dharma Master led the assembly to bow
to Shakyamuni Buddha. Half an hour later, the Dharma
Host took his seat and announced the start of the Three
Refuges and Five Precepts Ceremony. The assembly paid
close attention and followed every instruction. Meanwhile,
the Dharma Host also explained the principles of taking
refuge and precepts to deepen their understanding.

The Three Refuges and Five Precepts Ceremony
concluded at around 4 p.m. Everyone received their refuge
certificates or five precepts certificates.

Even though the ceremony had come to an end, the
Dharma Master reminded every participant that they are
required to complete 10,000 bows because Venerable
Master Hua said that only those who had taken refuges
and bowed 10,000 times could become his disciples. The

dedication of merit and virtue ended the ceremony.



A Visit to Cixing Monastery

June 26, 2023
By Lo Gwo Chong
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The assembly taking a group photo in front of the Great Buddha Hall at Cixing Monastery.
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After commemorating the Nirvana Day, we went to visit Cixing
Monastery. More than sixty disciples from a group of the Mainland
and another group from Malaysia, joined to participate in the visit.

At 7:00 am, a group of twelve volunteers, who were assigned
to work in different areas such as the Buddha Hall, guest house,
kitchen, and serving food, gathered at Tung Chung Station. They
were led by a Dharma Master to Cixing Monastery.

The hiking route to Cixing Monastery is usually quite challenging,
especially considering the recent heavy rains and ongoing humidity.
To make matters worse, the weather forecast predicts more rain in
the coming days.

When we started our journey, there was a heavy rainstorm. All
the people on the coach were concerned about lunch arrangements
at Cixing Monastery. We felt like there was no other choice but to
accept our destiny.

On the way, we met Malaysian disciples who were on a three-
step-one-bow pilgrimage to Cixing Monastery. Their sincerity
deeply moved us.

Gradually, groups of people from the Mainland arrived at the
Monastery. Despite the heat and humidity, they managed to keep
up with the Dharma Master as they made their way to an open area

JULY 2023 Vasra BooHi Sea 143

SMIN WIV3Y VINIVH

o 58 5t



Of 58 B ‘ DHarmA ReaLM NEws

FIEE 1R AR PR ERE AR Y 22 HF 20T
TR AR EINERE Y
BT -

TEPRIHERL > S20RAT O - G55
RIARIEEILZIZ R R 2B RE BT
TREE ~ BHELSFRGESE - PRI
HEE o SF2AEIEEEE  FEE
RACHE A ZE BT e 5 U E R 3%
T o

AR AR PR - TEE iR R
FRHEZ - FEREFHR5EmIE - K
RN —H#—HRRE N -
B — Ut fhErE R IIRF 7T -
e Bt e |

REY - ) o
I (A

202346 H27H

R #H

B R

REFRNHHEHER " - EF
B LA AR B N EFEREIRIL

i S5 S L BRI S RO A
R T

T E6EE3057 R SSRGS
FeAL RIS 3 -

44| EMERE —0_=FtAH

Guanyin Cave

outside of the Five Contemplations Dining Hall where dining
tables had been set up.

The lunch was delicious and beautifully presented. After lunch,
the Dharma Master arranged a visit for them to explore the
Monastery, appreciate the impressive carving of a Flying Dragon,
and tour the farm. The individuals from the Mainland were filled
with joy and enthusiastically offered their assistance for future
farm work.

Time passed by. All the activities took place in sunny weather.
After a group photo session, we departed. I believed that everything
went smoothly because of the blessings from the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas.

Visit to Guanyin Cave, Hsu Yun Memorial Hall, Tung Po Tor
Monastery

June 27, 2023
By Mui Gwo Leng

1 o 4 12
The Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s
Sharira Pagoda

The Buddhist Lecture Hall responds to Mainland laypeople
commemorating Venerable Master Hua’s early residence in Hong
Kong. A visit to Guanyin Cave in Fu Yung Shan, Tsuen Wan was
scheduled on June 27, 2023.

We departed from Times Square in Causeway Bay by tourist
bus at 6:30 am.
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The assembly taking a group photo at Tung Po Tor Monastery.
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(1) Guanyin Cave

We arrived at Guanyin Cave around 8:15 am. Guanyin Cave is
situated on Fuyong Mountain in Tsuen Wan. It was reportedly built
in the Qing Guangxu period (1898). This is the only temple in Hong
Kong that incorporates natural caves and landforms.

When you arrive at the iron gate, you will see a set of couplets placed
next to it. “Prayers depart a thousand hearts; /In a thousand hearts she
answers. /Sailing the sea of suffering, /Constantly crossing the people

»
over.

(2) Hsu Yun Memorial Hall

As we made our way down from the Guanyin Cave, we arrived at

the Hsu Yun Memorial Hall, which was constructed in the year 1966.

Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s stupa stands in the hall, inviting everyone
to come to pay respect. There are inscriptions about the stupa and
Venerable Master Hsu Yun on both sides of the stupa.

(3) Tung Po Tor Monastery

We visited the Tung Po Tor Monastery in Lo Wai along the way. The
monastery was established by Venerable Master Mau Fung. The Dharma
Masters in Tung Po Tor Monastery led us on a tour of the monastery
and the Venerable Master Mau Fung Memorial Hall. Venerable Master
Mau Fung dedicated himself to caring for numerous monks from the
Mainland after the Second World War, sharing weal and woe. He was
known as the “King of Compassion” because of his kindness.

After reciting the meal offering, we gathered in the dining hall for
lunch. After our meal, we gathered together to capture a memorable

moment by taking a group photo.#
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