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DRBA's Lleaving Home Ceremony at
Berkeley Buddhist Nonastery
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2023 Leaving-Home Ceremony at Berkeley
Buddhist Monastery
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On June 27, 2023 (the tenth day of the fifth lunar month), a
special and meaningful day commemorating the 28" anniversary of
Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana, two laywomen, Wu Chin Hsien
and Xue Chin Ying, brought forth the bodhi resolve to shave their
heads, leave the home life, and take the Ten Srimanerika Precepts.
The monastic names of the new $ramanerikas are Jin Jian (/) and
Jin Wei (E¥) .

The ceremony started at 9:00 am with the assembly reciting
“Namo Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni Buddha.”Dharma Master
Heng Sure was the precept master and Dharma Masters Jin Fo and
Jin Chuan were the teaching acaryas for the transmission of the Ten
Sramanerika Precepts.

After the candidates requested the precepts from the Dharma
Masters, Dharma Master Heng Sure struck the wooden gavel and
said, “Good women! Since you have earnestly requested three times,
we will accept your request to serve as your leaving-home and Ten
Precepts master and teaching acaryas on behalf of the Sangha led
by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. Good women, now that you
are going to leave the home life, you should bring forth a noble
resolve to seek Buddhahood and teach living beings.” Following
that, the two preceptees were instructed to visualize their parents
before them and to sincerely bow to the Buddha three times on their
parents’ behalf. They then clearly proclaimed, “We are determined
to leave the home life and will never have any regrets.” Their heads
were shaved by Dharma Master Heng Liang as this verse and its
accompanying mantra were chanted: “While shaving my head, I vow
that living beings will forever transcend afflictions and ultimately realize
nirvana.” Dharma Master Liang then helped the new monastics put
on their precept sashes to complete their external appearance as left-
home people. Afterwards, they received the Three Refuges and the
Ten Precepts.

Sramanerika Jin Jian is from Taiwan and is only in her thirties.
Before leaving home, she worked as a software developer. As early
as 1995, she followed her mother and family to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) to take refuge. She used to practice
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with her family at the Taichung branch and Dharma Realm Sagely
Monastery in Liugui. Jin Jian Shr says that her aspiration is to be a truly
compassionate monastic. She believes that embodying true compassion,
understanding the Buddha’s teachings, and applying them is the real way
to help others, as she has struggled to find genuine ways to help others
in society and in other parts of her life. Jin Jian Shr received lay training
at Amitabha Sagely Monastery in Hualien before leaving home. She
expresses deep gratitude for the training period and sincerely appreciates
the teachings of the Dharma Masters at Amitabha Monastery.

Sramanerika Jin Wei once worked as a software engineer in Silicon
Valley before becoming a monastic. In 2016, Jin Wei Shr and her
husband moved to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to allow their two
children to study at Developing Virtue Secondary School. Jin Wei Shr
had strong aspirations for cultivating the Way even before she left home.
In 2020, her eldest child was accepted into college. With the support of
her husband, she enrolled in the Sangha Laity Training Program (SLTP)
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Looking back on her journey over the years, Jin Wei Shr says that she
wants to express gratitude, repentance, mindfulness of the Buddha, and
dedication of merit.

She is grateful for the support and help of many people around her,
especially her husband and her two children. She feels that she still faces
some obstacles in her practice, so she needs to continue repenting for
her past misdeeds of body, speech and mind. She had started reciting
the Buddha’s name as a teenager and continues to resonate with this
Dharma door, and she hopes to dedicate the benefits of reciting the
Buddha’s name to all sentient beings. Jin Wei Shr aspires to be an honest
monastic who recites the Buddha’s name.

After the ceremony for leaving the home-life was complete, every
Dharma Master in attendance gave the two novices their sincerest
blessings. Dharma Master Heng Sure addressed the assembly, saying that
the leaving-home ceremony was brief, but its significance is profound.
Two candidates, on behalf of humanity and all other living beings, left
home to become students of the Teacher of Gods and Humans, joining
the Buddha's army of peace. Dharma Master Sure gave his blessings to
them for starting a new chapter in their spiritual journey.

Bhikshu Jin Fo stated that becoming a monastic was a rare and
valuable opportunity. He encouraged more people to bring forth their
bodhi resolve and join the Sangha. Bhikshu Jin Chuan stressed the
importance of staying relaxed and accepting whatever situations occur in
one’s practice. He also wished them a smooth journey in their cultivation.

Bhikshu Jin Wei encouraged the novice nuns to remember this moment
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of bringing forth the great bodhi resolve, and to often return to
this precious moment in the future to recharge and reinvigorate
themselves. He encouraged them to proceed courageously, never
retreat, and rescue all living beings. Sramanera Chin Liang hoped
that they could take their cultivation to the next level.

Dharma Master Heng Liang expressed her hope that the two
novice nuns would cherish the words of the Dharma Masters on this
blessed and extraordinary day. She said that the most crucial thing
after leaving home is to live in harmony with one’s fellow monastics
in the Sangha, and to cultivate purity of body, speech, and mind.
Dharma Master Heng Rong expected them to protect and support
the proper Dharma, to learn the precepts well, and to enable the
proper Dharma to forever remain in the world. Dharma Master
Heng Jiao emphasized that it was the anniversary of the Venerable
Master Hua’s Nirvana. She hoped that they could inherit and pass
on the Venerable Master’s teachings, continue the establishment and
preservation of the Sangha, and carry forward the wisdom-life of the
Buddha. As it is said in the verse for shaving the head,

The golden knife shaves the hair of afflictions.

The sword of wisdom cuts off the root of ignorance.

Today, you appear as One Worthy of Offerings,

and in the future, you will become Teachers of gods and humans.

On this auspicious and meaningful day, it is splendid that DRBA’s
monastic Sangha has welcomed new members to carry forward
the wisdom-life of the Buddhas and to spread the proper Dharma
throughout the world. &
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US$45.00 / 1 year

US$85.00 / 2 years
US$110.00 / 3 years

BOARS - fafkaE3F vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

BEXZEHIE In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

oM E In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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