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DRBA Monasteries Commemenating
the 28th Anniveunawy of Venerable
Masten Hua's Entening Ninvana
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The 28" Anniversary of the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana Commemorated
Around the World

M X/F
Written and English Translated by Lin Shiju
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June 27, 2023 (the tenth day of the fifth month of the lunar
calendar) is the 28" anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s
Entering Nirvana. Nearly thirty branch monasteries of the Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA), which were established when
the Master was alive, held various commemorative Dharma assemblies
or sessions to express their gratitude to the Venerable Master for
teaching and transforming all living beings with the proper Dharma,
helping everyone to increase their blessings and wisdom, and to realize

the Way.
Dharma Assemblies

The branch temples of DRBA held different Dharma assemblies
and sessions. These included reciting the Avatamsaka Sutra for three
to four weeks, reciting the Shurangama Sutra for three days, Amitabha
Sutra, “The Practicesand Vows of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva Chapter,”

“The Universal Door Chapter;” bowing “the Avatamsaka Repentance,”
“the Shurangama Repentance,” “the Vajra Repentance,” and Amitabha
Session, bowing to the Venerable Master’s Eighteen Vows; Three-step-
one bow pilgrimage, to commemorate the Venerable Master in a way
that all the merit of the Dharma assemblies would be dedicated to the
benefit of all sentient beings. Many branch monasteries all over North
America, Malaysia, Hong Kong, and Taiwan have held the “Grand
Meal Offering Ceremony.” Incense, flowers, lamps, fruit, food, and
jewels were offered one by one by the assemblies. With the utmost

sincerity, everyone recalled the teachings of the Master.
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Dharma Masters lead the laypeople in a morning ritual of three steps one bow pilgrimage at CT'TB from the Mountain Gate

to the Patriarch Hall at 6:00 a.m. on June 25, 2023.
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CTTB held Dharma Assembly commemorating Master
Hua’s Nirvana

DRBA’s center, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB),
was open to the public for the first time since the pandemic
to participate in the commemoration of Master Hua’s Nirvana.
In addition to many people from the San Francisco Bay Area,
there were also people from Seattle, Los Angeles, Long Beach,
Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Taiwan. A total of about
1,500 people gathered in CTTB to cherish the memory of the

teachings of Master Hua to sentient beings.
Senior Disciples Forum

On the evening of June 24, Reverend Heng Sure, president
of DRBA, presided over the forum. Dharma Master Heng Lai,
a senior American disciple of the Venerable Master, recalled that
CTTB was purchased in 1976, and Reverend Sure, himself and
several others were the first monastics to receive full ordination
at CTTB that year. At that time, the Hall of Ten Thousand
Buddhas was still the gymnasium of the former state hospital.
Although the renovation work was not finished, the Threefold
Platform Ordination was carried out there as the opening
ceremony for CTTB.

Dharma Master Heng Liang, who has been a nun for more

than forty years, said that one of the main goals of the Master’s
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coming to the United States was to promote the Dharma in the
West by establishing a Sangha based on the proper Dharma with
emphasis on the precepts, honoring the Buddha’s regulations, eating
one meal a day at noon, and always wearing the precept sash which
are necessary conditions for the Dharma to live long in the world.
CTTB will hold the fifteenth Threefold Platform Ordination in mid-
July this year. During the 108-day precept period before receiving
the precepts, the preceptees will have completed and memorized the
precepts. Currently, they bow to the Buddha for at least two hours
a day, sometimes even up to four hours, in order to eliminate their
karmic obstacles in preparation to receiving the precept substance.
The Vietnamese Buddhist writer Nguyen Phong (John Vu)
published a new book Many Lives Many Times during the pandemic,
discussing the cause and effect of this once-in-a-century pandemic.
After the Vietnamese version of this book was released, it quickly
sold over one million copies, and the English translation Many
Lives Many Times has been published. John Vu has lived in the
United States for many years. He was the US chief engineer of
Boeing Company and the director of Carnegie Mellon University’s
M.S. in Biotechnology, Innovation, and Computation (MSBIC)
program. John Vu pointed out that thanks to the gift of science
and technology, online teaching of the Dharma goes far and wide,
and the online teachings of several Dharma Masters of DRBA are
very popular. He suggested that teaching the Dharma and holding
Dharma assemblies should be conducted in multiple languages or
translations, so as to benefit ethnic groups with different languages.
Terri Nicholson, an old disciple of the Venerable Master, was



BT AR Bk - R
FIRIGERCEC " T E AR AP

RE > BRI SCHGEE AR B
FEAME

TR B (B E/NVE - B D
BB

a/\m}’g u/\v;é /3‘:_ &
A 88 T 3T T A
BB TE

ZOH ABEAS

¥ — e R ALAS
%k?ﬁgﬁiﬂkﬂl

A &AMV
%ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁm
AR W E AR
EE AR
BB E N B AR SR28

LWeoEgit6H25H (BH) EX
%B‘ﬂ FaRtg - BREER /B

B > 3T O 2
i E USSR e

5 &% HF g AE T o AR AR SE SR
LIFIRIAART B 5 iR ORF#E » H7<H
WA e firfE o = — R

EFEFEtHATREE -

b 2 R R R 2 %E
Hﬂéﬁ{%/i%é-\ﬂlggﬁﬁﬁ =E
(EETHM) -~ B (BFHE
) ~ &17E B NAERIE B
BE - BEMENREMWR  EEE
M RES EARER S B
FREETAY TR HE

PR R AR AR M 4 K e —

HIHE B2l > EEPRIN - (#EE
AIOREY) > BB LEAETL
h15e R - =BG/ NH 2 i —
FRIEEIR » R EE N TAE -
Fy/ N oy Bl B Ay EAERF 2040

the first principal of Instilling Goodness Elementary School and
Developing Virtue Secondary School founded by the Master. She said
that the purpose of the Venerable Master’s establishment of schools is
to provide people of different religious beliefs with an education based
on Buddhist principles (such as no killing) and applicable to everyone.
Terri said, “This is quite challenging.” In the first year of the school’s
founding, the Catholic Cardinal Yu Bin visited. All the teachers and

students of the school went to the airport to sing the school song

“Firm Foundation” to welcome him. The bilingual lyrics of the school

song in Chinese and English were composed by Venerable Master:
Firm Foundation (IGDVS first school song)

Hello, hello. All please pay attention.

While youre young is the time to build a firm foundation
For being a human person.

Kindness to our parents, Honoring the president,

Doing the very best we can to benefit our country,

First, we must build that deep foundation.

Then, when we grow up, we can truly help our land and everybody in it.
Until, finally, when were all awake again, then we can truly benefit,
Truly, truly benefit every single being in the world.

Abundant Dharma Feast

On Sunday, June 25, CTTB commemorated the 28" Anniversary
of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana. After morning recitation,
the eightfold precepts were transmitted immediately. Nearly two-
hundred lay people sincerely took the precepts, hoping to keep the
precepts purely for at least one day and one night, so that they can be
reborn in the Western Pure Land at the end of their lives. From the
Mountain Gate, a group of more than two-hundred laypeople, led by
Dharma Masters bowed three-step-one-bow until they reached the
Patriarch Hall.

As the buses arrived one after another, the day’s rich Buddhist
feasts also unfolded one by one: reciting “The Practices and Vows
of Samantabhdra Bodhisattva Chapter,” bowing to the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas, walking to the Wordless Hall where the Venerable
Master lived before, and paying homage to the relics of Shakyamuni
Buddha, Venerable Master Xuyun, Venerable Master Hua; and the

“Grand Meal Offering Ceremony” before lunch.
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The four assemblies walk to the Wordless Hall to pay homage to the relics of Shakyamuni Buddha, Venerable Master Xuyun,
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A healthy and delicious lunch, prepared by the kitchen staff, is the
only meal for monastics except for the elderly and sick to eat throughout
the day. A team of sandwich makers woke up at 1:30 in the morning
to start preparing at 2:00, so some members of the group could attend
the commemorative Dharma assembly on time. They made 2,000
Vietnamese sandwiches in six hours, and by the end of lunch, they were
almost gone. In addition to the diet “to keep the body from wasting
away and accomplish the way,” there was also spiritual food at lunch—
the Dharma talks by Dharma Masters.

Dharma Talks by Dharma Masters

Reverend Heng Sure, President of DRBA, pointed out that the
Venerable Master lived and learned as he grew old, and his knowledge
and practice were one. Not only did he establish monasteries, translate
sutras, and promote religious dialogues, but he also gathered in sentient
beings through education. Thus he founded Instilling Goodness
Elementary School, Developing Virtue Secondary School, Dharma
Realm Buddhist University, the Sangha and Laity Training Program, and
even Evergreen University for the elderly, and a relief and resettlement
center for Southeast Asian refugees, which provided various training
courses. Dharma Realm Buddhist University has provided extension
courses in recent years (extension.drbu.edu) whose students do not
need to register at DRBU. There are also publications of the Buddhist
Text Translation Society and the monthly journal Vajra Bodhi Sea, all
of which are the Venerable Master’s skillful teachings.

Dharma Master Heng Liang said that on occasions like today, the
Venerable Master would say, “Don’t enter the mountain of jewels and
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Group photo after the Three Refuges and Five Precepts ceremony at CT'TB on June 25,2023.
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leave empty-handed.” When you walk away with the six
guiding principles of CTTB, no fighting, no greed, no secking,
no selfishness, no self-benefiting, and no lying, practice them
and reflect upon yourself daily wherever we are. These six
principles will bring us inner peace, true joy, wisdom, clarity,
self-confidence and freedom from fear. In addition, when we
strive to perfect these practices, we directly benefit the world
and turn difficulties into auspiciousness. “Therefore, please
don’t leave empty-handed today!”

Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the abbot of CTTB, pointed
out that when the Venerable Master lived in this world, he
often said, “One’s heart cannot be without joy for a day,” but
how to do it? As Master Liang said, it is by implementing
the six guiding principles. If we can implement them in
our daily life, we can improve our self-confidence, physical
health, interpersonal relationships, and ability to deal with
problems. Life is just about living days. Worrying or being
happy is living a day. “Good and wise advisers, what is your

choice?”
Three Refuges and Five Precepts

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and the Hong Kong
Buddhist Lecture Hall held the Three Refuge and Five
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Berkeley Buddhist Monastery held a leaving-home ceremony on June 27, 2023.
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Precepts on the day of the commemorative ceremony on June 25.

The Three Refuge and Five Precepts ceremony in CTTB was co-
hosted by Reverend Heng Sure, Dharma Master Heng Shan, and Dharma
Master Jin Yong. A total of sxity-one laypeople signed up. Among them,
the oldest was Zhang Bingguang, a resident of Seattle. He was ninety-
five years old and seized the opportunity to convert to Buddhism at
the twilight of his life. The youngest were twins: an African-American
three-year-old boy and girl living in Los Angeles. Both children took
refuge and will bow 10,000 bows to complete taking refuge. Indira
Devi, an Indian female lay Buddhist from Singapore, said that she was
very happy to take refuge in a bodhimanda of the Proper Dharma and
hold the precepts.

The Three Refuges and Five Precepts at the Hong Kong Buddhist
Lecture Hall was presided over by Dharma Master Heng Hing. More
than forty people from China, Hong Kong, and Malaysia signed up
to participate. This time, the Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall was
crowded with hundreds of people because the Chinese and Malaysian
delegations participated in the Venerable Master’s Nirvana Memorial
Ceremony.

Shaving-head Ceremony

On June 27, the actual day of the 28" anniversary of the Venerable
Master’s Nirvana, a shaving-head ceremony took place at the Berkeley
Buddhist Monastery, which was presided over by Reverend Heng Sure,
who completed the head-shaving for two people who possessed good
fortune and karma, and became the new blood of Venerable Master

Hua’s Dharma lineage. This is really one of the most meaningful events to
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DRBA-World Peace Global Recitation Event
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain
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15,000,000 Shurangama Mantra,
60,000,000 Great Compassion

Mantra group cultivation target
(The group cultivation is on a yearly
basis. We are in the sixth round.)

The group cultivation is from
e Camtamalhan 4 ONNND da Aismizad 24 _0NNND

Shurangama
Mantra .

commemorate the Venerable Master’s Nirvana,

o and we will give an account in a separate article.
roup
Reports

Dharma Events in Observance of the 28%
Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s
Entering Nirvana around the World

Rajagriha, India is one of the sacred places
of Buddhism. International volunteers of
WeChat Master Hua Public Welfare Group
Fund distributed food to one hundred and
thirty-three disabled families in Rajagriha on
June 25. Each household received corn flour,
red beans, peanut oil, sugar, and salt, which
would be sufficient for one month. Nine

Great Compassion . .
Mentra wheelchairs and fifty crutches were also given

eh3z/English

away. On the same day, another group of

volunteers distributed a total of 1,777 meals in areas designated by the

local government in Mozambique, Africa. Furthermore, the recipients

were taught to recite “Namo Amitabha Buddha” as a cause for them to
become Buddhas in the future.

In China, volunteers from the WeChat Master Hua Public Welfare
Group Fund went separately to the mountainous areas of Jilin Province
and Liaoning Province on June 25, inviting the local people to eat
vegetarian food and delivering clothes and food to the elderly in
need. They also made a number of vegetarian lunch boxes in Tianjin
Yuhuazhai Restaurant and presented them to the elderly, expressing
their infinite gratitude to the Venerable Master by a way of helping the
poor and caring for the elderly. &
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