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Insights on Receiving the Three Refuges and

Five Precepts at the Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall
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Reports Given by Preceptees at Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall on June 25, 2023,
the 28" Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana
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Wang Chin Qiao: I am forty-three years old. I started to think
about the meaning of life in 2010. I realized that my life should
not be just about material possessions and raising children. But
I did not find any answers until 2017. In 2017, I discovered the
Buddhadharma, and it gave me a sense of purpose and clarity in
life. Even though I had a limited understanding of the Dharma,
I felt immense joy and valued it greatly because it helped me
find my way out of the darkness.

I was lucky to encounter the teachings of Venerable Master
Hua when I first learned about Dharma in a WeChat public
group. I gradually connected with DRBA volunteers and joined
specific WeChat groups to listen to more teachings by Dharma
Masters. I made a vow to take refuge and precepts in one of
DRBA’s temples and become a Buddhist disciple. This is why I
apply for taking the three refuges and the five precepts.
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Preceptees bow to Shakyamuni Buddha before taking refuges and precepts.
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Wang Chin Fen: I live with my whole
family, including my husband, son,
daughter-in-law,and twogranddaughters.
® Twelve years ago, my son introduced us
| to Buddhism. We faced many difficulties

became Buddhists. The
two granddaughters had health issues.

before we

Whenever my granddaughters fell ill, we
would take them to the hospital and then
pray to the Immortals (Editor’s Note: In
Northeast China’s folk religion, the Five
Great Immortals generally include Fox
Snake
Immortals, White Immortals and Rat

Immortals, Yellow Immortals,

Immortals) for their recovery. After we
embraced Buddhism, they started to get
better.

Furthermore, we possessed five-hundred acres of farmland
seven years ago. The weather was very dry and a blazing sun,
and there was a serious drought during that time. The sprouts
failed to grow due to a lack of water in the fields. Whenever
there was a bit of water remaining in the ditch, there was a rush
of people to collect it. Having studied Buddhism, I prioritized
allowing other villagers to access water before me. By the time
I got to the ditch, there was no water left.

I was very worried and started to recite the name of
Avalokitesvara (Guanyin Bodhisattva) as I saw the crops dying.
To my surprise, water miraculously appeared after just one
hour. I was deeply moved! It was unbelievable that there was
water without any rain. I had no idea where the water came
from. Quickly, I fetched the water to rescue the sprouts.

When I went home in the evening, I asked my family. They
told me about a beautiful cloud near a hilltop that was seven
miles away from my home. The cloud had been pouring rain
for a whole hour. People said that they had never seen that
kind of rain before. It was as if someone was using a basin
to splash water onto the ground. The water flowed through
the streams and reached our ditch. It was truly amazing! I felt
deeply moved and shed tears with joy when I realized that

following Buddhism was a wise choice.
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Zhang Chin Ping: I had no religious beliefs before. I believe
that my strong character is the reason behind it. Helping
others is my major strength. What I actually do are some
acts known as good deeds, which are just essentially acts of
kindness in the secular world. This may be the reason why
I was able to learn the teachings of Venerable Master Hua.
I was grateful for the opportunity to learn the wonderful
teachings of Venerable Master Hua in Spring 2010. His great
vows, teachings, virtues, and compassion deeply convinced
me. I decided to follow Venerable Master Hua’s teaching
because I trusted that he taught the proper Dharma. My
understanding of Buddhism has changed since then.

In 2014, I heard a quote from Venerable Master Hua. He
said that taking refuge in the Three Jewels is a crucial first
step for those who want to learn Buddhism. Then I hurried
to a nearby temple and obtained a refuge certificate by
paying RMB$50. I did not meet the Refuge Dharma Master
in person, but I only knew his name from the certificate, as
he had passed away years ago. I was not informed about the
meanings and rituals of taking refuge. That was how I took
refuge.

Later on, I encountered Upasika Tam (Madalena). She
introduced me to DRBA and I started to learn from the
teachings of DRBA’s Dharma Masters.

I hold deep admiration for every Dharma Master, as
they exhibit solemnity in their actions of walking, standing,
sitting, or lying down... Seeing sincere volunteers makes me
feel humble because I think I am not doing enough good.
Therefore, I always remind myself to improve and become a
valuable member of the DRBA family. These are the genuine
motives for seeking refuge!

I know that I am not virtuous; I feel burdened by my
karmic obstacles and my blessings are not enough. But I am
truly repentant and determined to improve. I will always
follow the guidance from good and wise teachers to learn
the Dharma principles, reflect on myself, make efforts, and
overcome bad habits. I am sincerely grateful to the Dharma
Masters for giving me this precious opportunity to take
refuge and receive pure precepts again. I will work hard
to be a real Buddhist and show my gratitude to Venerable
Master Hua and all the compassionate teachers who have

taught and guided me. %
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