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The Avatamsaka State
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A Dharma Talk Given by Dharma Master Heng Gwei at the City of the Dharma Realm, West Sacramento, CA, on June 25, 2023
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A View of the City of the Dharma Realm in West Sacramento, CA.
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This morning, as I bowed during the Avatamsaka
Repentance, I came across a koan related to the “Avatamsaka
State.” It not only impressed me deeply, but also illustrated
the Venerable Master’s expedient teachings in instructing his
disciples to speak the Dharma.

In the end of 1989, the Venerable Master traveled to
Texas to propagate the Dharma. He was accompanied by a
group of bhikshus and bhikshunis. I followed along as well.
In Texas, we didnt have a location for a way-place, but a
layperson expressed interest in inviting the Venerable Master
to assess potential places and determine if there were suitable
conditions for establishing a way-place there. We stayed at

the layperson-owned hotel during that time.



EMLLE - LR » PR e
e -

HORER Bt B SRR
SR > R AR RSB T
MR TSR EYREE R
U9 e AT - KRR
SRR — A8 AR T A
T RS ATIAT - A A
HBE R EAIF R 5
G IR A FAEE
SR TR SRR A
8 REESR : THISS » RAT | el
R | FUFEETER - 2P
B2 SR Sl - (EPRHRE © 1
BEAB b A ARTEOBME » (il Ealise
B~ RS - T RS AR
AUE T R aR A
BETTEL -

Motk BOEIEREE - R
REEEMS  NEEEE 70
JEHACEL BRI - R
RFEI TR % SRR
HET | PBEVTR BB EREAAE - IR
IR A S B A -

BE AT Tl AR -
IR NSRRI ? R T
frssss - BB EEA - R
SRR SIS
PREHTERA - T FAT TR ALABEE - 1
IR » (R — R T SR
B o DO - BRGRARA - TN L
g > —SEELEEIM L% - FIRE A
UE » FE - BREISHTAE - $TEIFER
RN o IO R TR
S 08 TETSON - ARG TR
PIssTamiatt « FM— eI Ra R
- AR ARAE RS (b
Ao PR B R ATT AR » st
Y 0 HR QLR (R SRZE -
26 G (o R TR |

R B T
EREAT  REEARE  #Fg

One night, we were invited to give a talk at the University
of Texas. Usually, the bhikshus would speak first, and then the
bhikshunis would take turns. That time, those who accompanied
the Master were some seasoned bhikshus and bhikshunis, so I had
no preparation for speaking Dharma at all.

The men had finished their speeches, and it was the women’s
turn to speak. Unexpectedly, the master leaned toward me and
asked, “Could you give a speech tonight?” Wow... The situation
was very tense. Imagine yourself in my position and think about
how you would feel. You might have passed out, seeing so many
people in front of you, including college students and professors.
I was extremely nervous and totally unprepared. I was speechless
and unable to think of anything to say. However, I couldn’t argue
with the Master. I couldn’t say, “Master, I can’t do it! I dont know
what to speak!” I must gather my courage and find something
meaningful to say. What should I do? I remembered what the
master had taught us before: greed, anger, delusion, precepts,
samadhi, wisdom, and more. I said many things, but I was unaware
of the meaning behind my words. The only thing I remember is
greed, anger, delusion and so on.

I felt upset after I finished speaking because I had to handle
both speaking and translating, which was chaotic. I felt very
sorry for the audience, because they came to hear the Dharma,
but I messed it up! I prayed for the compassion of the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas and hoped that my words can bring joy in the
Dharma to everyone.

The Master was about to speak, and I was eager to hear him.
What did he say? He said, “My good friends, I am an old monk
who has no knowledge, no culture...” He spoke slowly, “When
I was in China’s Northeast, I was very naughty as a child. I cried
for three days and three nights when I was born. And then, I had
a bad temper. I would roll off the 4kang (brick bed) and onto the
floor when I cried. When I grew up, I went to school and fought
with my classmates. I was not afraid of death...”

I felt very anxious when I heard that. I thought: “Master, if you
share with us disciples these things, we would be very interested.
But these people don’t know Master Hsuan Hua at all. They
came here to seek the Dharma. You should talk about something
deeper, like the principle of form is not different from emptiness,
emptiness is not different from form in the Heart Sutra”

The Master didn’t stop, and he continued: “When I grew up,

I was very dumb, and I couldn’t do math. I sold straw shoes for
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a few cents. People cheated on me when I sold straw shoes, and
I only had a few pairs left. Then, I went to sell noodles...” The
more I listened, the more nervous I got. The Master kept talking
and talking: “I had a bad temper, and I couldn’t do calculations.
I didn’t know how much money I had, and I didn’t know when
people cheated on me...and so on...”

I kept glancing at the watch, and it was almost nine o’clock.
I prayed to the Master in my heart, and hoped he would share
some Buddhist teachings. But to my surprise, when it was nine
o’clock, the Master said, “Ok, everybody goodnight!” Oh, I felt so
disappointed at that time. I thought I had ruined the night. When
I stood up, I didn’t dare to look at the audience. I just followed the
others and left the stage with my head down.

Later, everyone got into cars. The monks sat in the front of the
car, while the nuns sat in the back. The Master sat in a different car
driven by a layperson.

I left the hall with my head bowed, afraid to make eye contact
with anyone. After I got in the car and sat down, I heard the monk
in front say, “Wow, today was amazing! It was the Avatamsaka
state!”

I was puzzled and thought: “What? What Avatamsaka state?
Why didn’t I hear i©?”

I quickly perked up and asked where the Avatamsaka state
was and why I couldn’t see it. Dharma Master Hsien told me that
tonight was really the Avatamsaka state!

She said, “Do you know? You mention greed, hatred, and
delusion as theories, but theories themselves are hollow, like
empty voids. The Master recounted his life story, which filled
the voids within you. Isn't it true that when the principles and
phenomena are in perfect harmony, and there are no obstructions,
we are experiencing the state of the Avatamsaka?” After hearing
that, I came to realize that each person’s perception and feelings
are different. While I felt awful, others were amazed and thought,

“Wow, this is really the Avatamsaka state!” Sometimes I feel great
about myself, but people say, “This person is terrible!”

Therefore, in order to train his disciples in lecturing on the
sutras and explaining the Dharma, the Master used many skillful
means. These methods were not only effective for the audience,
but also for the disciples who accompanied him. This case teaches
us a lesson on the importance of considering multiple perspectives,
rather than taking a one-sided view. When we only look at things
from one side, we see an incomplete picture. But if we try to see
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things from different angles and consider how others feel, we can
see the world more realistically.

I later lectured on this case at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. During the lecture, I learned that someone had heard that
the Venerable Master who came from San Francisco had spiritual
powers, so he was very curious to hear what kind of miraculous
powers the Venerable Master had. He didnt hear what he had
expected, but instead, he learned about practical Buddhism. He
believed in the value of Buddhism because the Master presented it
in a simple and useful way, which motivated him to join the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas.

“The Buddhaspoke the Dharmawith onevoice, and sentientbeings
understood it according to their types.” The Master understood that
some audience members were expecting extraordinary and magical
teachings, but he instead imparted the most practical and accessible
form of Dharma. The key to the Dharma is its practical application
in our daily lives and continuous focus on purifying our actions,
words, and thoughts. This is the most crucial thing.

Dharma Master Shr just mentioned the “Six Guiding Principles,”
and they truly are a precious treasure. It depends on our willingness
to explore the treasure further. Even if the Master imparts the
Dharma to us, we may still feel spiritually lacking if we do not delve
deeper into it.

If we acknowledge this as a treasure and engage in it with our
body and mind, exploring the depths of our mind gradually, we will
undoubtedly come back with abundant results!

Today is the 28" anniversary of the Master’s Nirvana. It is also a
reminder for us, whether we are monastic or lay disciples, to firmly
remember these “Six Guiding Principles”, which are “not to contend,
not to be greedy, not to seek, not to be selfish, not to pursue personal
benefit, and not to lie.” It is essential that we regularly evaluate our
thoughts and actions in our daily lives based on these principles,
which are the most precious and valuable things. This is also the
Master’s great vow of compassion.

I hope for everyone’s happiness and well-being so that the world

can become truly peaceful. Amitabha! #
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