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The Shurangama Mantra
with Verse and Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshu Heng Shun

Verse:

It extends vertically upwards, and its breadth horizontally pervades

— containing everything.

Including the ocean of kshetra-lands in the ten directions

as numerous as atomic particles.

This is the great platform-mandala of Vairochana’s Lotus Flower Treasury,
All who enter this religious boundary proclaim the Mahayana.

Commentary:

It extends vertically upwards, and its breadth horizontally pervades
— containing everything. Including the ocean of kshetra-lands in the
ten directions as numerous as atomic particles.

This line is based on the previous explanation on setting up the religious
boundary within which everything is contained above (vertically) and
whose breadth (horizontally) pervades everywhere including the ocean of
kshetra-lands of the ten directions as numerous as atomic particles. The
meaning is that it encompasses everything above vertically and pervades
everywhere in its breadth horizontally. Where does the great chemical
factory perform its functions?

This is the great platform-mandala of Vairochana’s Lotus Flower
Treasury. All beings of the four kinds of birth and the nine states of
existence, together enter the wondrous gateway to the Lotus Flower
Treasury (Skt.Padmagarbha-lokadhatu) so that those undergoing the
eight difficulties and the three states of misery together enter the ocean
of Vairochana’s nature. This is the Dharma Realm of the Lotus Flower

Treasury. Vairochana means “pervading everywhere.” This platform-
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mandala is so great there is nothing outside of it. Yet, its so small there is
nothing smaller inside it. You say it’s great, but it’s not; you say it’s small,
yet it’s not. Therefore, this platform-mandala is such that all who enter this
religious boundary proclaim the Mahayana. No matter who you are you
cannot go beyond this chemical factory. All are transformed within it. We
can see what kinds of materials you use or what potentials you have. How
will you transform and what will you become? Perhaps you'll transform into
a cat. Or perhaps you'll transform into a dog. If you wish, you can transform
to become a Buddha. Or perhaps you transform to become a Bodhisattva,
a Shravaka, or One Enlightened to Conditions. All of these changes and
transformations can take place within it. If you understand this principle,
then you should not do any evil and should devotedly practice all good.
People who cultivate the path should understand each other and should
not get involved in meaningless disputes. You want to transform big matters
into small ones and small ones into nothing; transform misfortune into
auspiciousness and the auspicious matters into being as you wish. This is
the work that cultivators of the path do in the chemical factory. In the
chemical factory, there are myriad kinds of forms, shapes, and appearances.
Nothing is surprising! Once a person understands this principle, then in
everything they do in the world they will not have any trouble whatsoever.
Everything will go smoothly! “Everything is OK!” Again, you must not do
any evil and devotedly practice all good. You absolutely must stop evil and
practice goodness. The worst evil is losing your temper. If people are free
from having a temper, they will set up a good foundation in the chemical
factory. The world is a great chemical factory. The human body is a small
chemical factory. These two cannot be separated. If you can understand this
you will not be so hopelessly confused by fame, gain or grievances. Each
one of you should pay special attention to this point. In explaining the
Shurangama Mantra, it is the same as explaining this chemical factory.
Therefore, you should study this. Don’t be so confused about gossiping
or quarreling with others. Actually, there is nothing going on at all. You
must learn to see as if not seeing and hear as if not hearing. Then nothing
will bother you. The world is a chemical factory. Take people for example,
each person has their own appearance and their ways of thinking are also
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The wheel of suffering has no bounds.
It keeps turning without ceasing.

All three realms are impermanent,
And none of the existences is bliss.

— Mahaparinirvana Sutra

JULY 2023 Vasra Boohi Sea 11

ey ‘ V3G VINEVHQ ¥3dO¥d



