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THE UNIVERSAL DOOR OF GUANYIN BODHISATTVA
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

2. Numerous sufferings affecting only one person. No matter
where they go, some people are always miserable. They might
encounter disasters either natural or man-made, be stolen by
thieves, or be caught in a fire. Such people experience the entire
gamut of suffering in the world.

3. A single suffering affecting many people. What does this
mean? For example, people in South Vietnam have experienced
war and air raids. (Editors note: Venerable Master lectured on the
Lotus Sutra from November 1968 to November 1970 when the
Vietnam War was still going on.) Many people in the country
went through the same suffering. Consider another example: A
widespread epidemic may cause many people to fall seriously ill.
Even though they may not die of the disease, they are sure to be
tormented by it. There are many examples of people suffering the
same plight, but there’s no need to list them all here.

4. Numerous kinds of suffering affecting many people.
This is analogous to many mute people taking huangliansi#
(goldenthread rhizome). Besides huanglian, they also undergo
many other kinds of suffering. Everyone may experience a single
suffering that affects only one person as well as many kinds of
suffering that affect only one person. This world is full of suffering.
All the “countless billions of kotis of living beings” are “tormented
by misery and pain.” Because there are many living beings, there
are also many varieties of suffering. How many kinds of suffering

are there? There’s no way to count them all, but we often say that
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there are 84,000 kinds of suffering.

So what can people do when they have to undergo
all this suffering? We all have to face pain and misery.
But once we hear of Guanyin Bodhisattva and single-
mindedly call outher name, we can be constantly mindful
of her and never forget her. “Hear of” implies that you
weren't aware of Guanyin Bodhisattva. Now, how many
people in America have heard of Guanyin Bodhisattva?
Take a count. I believe that less than one percent of the
population has heard of her. You may not find one in a
hundred Americans. Think it over: not even one percent.
At first you hadn’t heard of Guanyin Bodhisattva, but now
you have. Having heard of her, you've now learned about
her as well. You've studied the Sﬂmﬂgamd Stitra, and you
know of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s perfect interpenetration
of the ear faculty and her thirty-two kinds of response
bodies—all her inconceivable spiritual powers of self-
mastery. The most important requirement is single-
mindedness. You should have one mind, not two, three,
or four. Unlike merits, where more is better, the more
things your mind focuses on, the less effective it is. Why?
When your mind is scattered, you are not single-minded.
Without concentration, your recitation won't be effective
at all.

Consider our work as an example. We completed a lot
of work even though we stopped reciting the Sararngama
Sitra for a month. Two weeks ago, when we were setting
up the Buddha altar— Guo Pu didn’t see it because she
wasn't here, but Guo Ning was—Guo Zun was like
Hercules. With help from Guo Qian, Guo You, and Guo
De, he heaved the altar up in one mighty haul. This work
was done two weeks ago. Yesterday was Saturday, and we
resumed our work. Guo Pu, you might've heard of this
last night. We were dumping loads of garbage. After two
or three rounds, Guo You complained, “I'm really tired. I
don’t want to work tomorrow.”

I told him, “You gain merit by doing work for the
Buddhadharma.”

He asked, “What does merit look like?”

I couldn’t describe what it looks like, so I told him, “If
you want to work, go ahead. If you don’t, just forget it .

What do you want it to look like?” $0To be continued
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