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CDR IGDVS Graduation Ceremony
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By Tammy Wu
Chinese Translated by Mei Canjia
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On June 9, 2023, Instilling Goodness and
Developing Virtue Schools (IGDVS) at the City of
Dharma Realm (CDR) held its third Graduation
Ceremony with the principal, teachers, parents, students,
as well as volunteer staff in attendance. The graduating
senior Wengian Zhang (Vincent Zhang) had attended
CDR IGDVS since his Freshman in high school and
had demonstrated a wonderful transformation in his
four years at CDR IGDVS from a shy, self-centered,
introverted individual to one who now carries a friendly
smile and who is always at the ready to lend a hand and
to do what he can to help others and for the greater
good.

Wengqian shared his journey at the graduation
ceremony and said, “When I just came to this school,
my dorm room was cluttered, and academically, I also

had language barriers. Faced with so many challenges,
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I spent all day in bed, dreaming about the
comfortable life that I used to have when I was
at home. Later, I found that escaping was not
a solution, so I made up my mind to make a
change. Although not everything was solved
instantly, it improved day by day...I want to
say that graduating from City of the Dharma
Realm Developing Virtue Secondary School is
by far the proudest thing I have achieved.”

His story was touching and inspiring to all
including the junior students in attendance.
CDR’s IGDVS is the second Buddhist school
under DRBA founded in 2011 and holds the
same aims as its main campus at CTTB to
instill and develop students with Confucian
core virtues of filial reverence, kindness, civic
propriety,
integrity, and humility promoted by the founder

virtue, trustworthiness, fairness,

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua for developing
the
both academic and character development.

Both IGDVS at CTTB and CDR have been
accredited by WASC and can recruit foreign

well-rounded  students, emphasizing

students.

Wengqian’s father said in the ceremony,
“Wengqian has changed from a willful, selfish boy
into a sensible, trustworthy, and compassionate
person. He has built an outlook on life and a
healthy lifestyle. These are the most important
qualities that cannot be learned in other schools.
With this foundation, we don’t need to worry
about him in the future...We hope that he can
remember the eight virtues he has learned here
and become a beam of light to bring brightness
and warmth wherever he goes.”

Wengqian will continue his studies at UC
Riverside in the fall. Former seniors have been
accepted into Stony Brook University, UC
Santa Barbara, UC Davis, and the University

of Tasmania in Australia. &
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