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CTTB IGDVS 2023 Graduation Ceremony
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Boys School Graduation Ceremony

Weritten and English Translated by Bi Ye

Developing Virtue Boys School (DVBS) at The City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas held its 2023 graduation ceremony
at the Daoyuan Hall on June 1, sending off two high school
graduates Justin Gao and Soongwei Wong to embark on a new
journey in their studies.

John Pegan, a retired lawyer who once taught at DVBS,
was the keynote speaker at the graduation ceremony. His
words for the graduates were “gratitude.” Mr. Pagan said that
by graduating from DVBS—be grateful—you are walking
on the path of developing your virtue. So be grateful for the
unique opportunities here.

Alumni representative Hong Fei Bai’s suggestion for the
graduates was to “take others as human.” He said that a study
conducted by University of Michigan researchers shows that
since the year 2000, university students have 40% less empathy
than those who came before them. This study includes data
from over 14,000 students. On the other hand, don’t change
yourself to fit other people’s standards, but “still consider
people’s feedback — that’s the Middle Way.”

JUNE 2023 VaJra Boori Sea 143



Of 58 B ‘ DHarRMA ReaLM NEws

B ORME B SORE B R B RIS
EHE AN EA B C YR o T - 5
RZEH="—) BE&  LEEH
CH#EAR » =) IRBBIA - W&
HEEIBIA AR B CHY & a7 458 R
1IEm - =) #F) > EEEIZEERTECR
W% - EfRE RS MA R
> EIRFAAEE Wy "=
(e SEAS EE—(EEEA 4y - T PhtE—
TR, -

IR I SO s TR > S
ERHOSRTEE CAF - AFE - AR
ANER - AERF] - AT =5E > B
AT EIM YO > BRI RE S
VIR IE BB T R AN
i EAERAHIH T - SRR RE S EAE
AT BB ELET - fERE
AR AR P RERFIF IS | > ZE R —
A

SRS WIRC S PN 2N i
EHA /NALFEER > Bk LR K2R
HVUERAHERE - HE LR -
2 TEE A AR B ARER > kA
Bg EER o 11K [E 20F% E _EERET -
PER A B E 4 R AR P 7y 2 — -
s aEBEE T - DR
HIME & Al RE K B A - HER AT
iRk Ry B EIE -

BORMERITER > & 0k B2 ol 5 i
T FHEE R B T B
b IE e R BRI (R - B ME
FEE BRI T AR AR @« T IEE
FiliF 22 2E 52 HH By S A EOK RUB IR A
M 5 B2 Bl oy Pk 228 fe (R A R 2
AOEAL[EER - A= REAR - 2T
AT ORI IR L& H > PIAE R
AN BE RN -+

WA {1z 52 S8 [R5 5 FGRE 70 Al A4t
QT AL R BRI B e B LR AR ROR

B HITENGHEIETR - ®

44| EBIERE “0=F8

Dr. Teck Wee Wong, the father of Soongway, pointed out
that everyone has suffering and frustration. There are three
ways to overcome them: 1) Be grateful and cherish what you
have. 2) Offer service and help others. By helping others, you
can turn negative emotions into positive ones. 3) Exercise
works much better than taking medicine in reducing negative
emotions. Dr. Wong also suggested when encountering
problems, better talk to good friends because “three brains
work better than one brain and five pairs of hands are better
than one pair of hands.”

Sinhang Gao, Justin’s father, noted that the six guiding
principles of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas—not fighting,
not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing
personal advantage, and not lying—especially moved him.
He wanted Justin to grow up and learn with these concepts in
mind...I hope in the future, Justin will use these virtues in his
college years and his career to benefit his entire life.

Justin Gao recalled that when he was in 9* grade, there
were eight members of the graduating class of 2023 and
it seemed that nothing was going to stop that. Then a few
months later, COVID-19 hit. They had to convert to online
and when they were able to come back to CTTB for their
junior year, the class size was now one-fourth of the size of our
class in 9" grade. “It made me realize that we need to focus
on the moment, if you don't take the time to appreciate it,
you might never get that chance again or it will be a distant
memory.”

Soongway said that CTTB is like a sifting basket, filtering
out the bad stuff and what’s left is gold, which is the people in
CTTB. He listed every faculty’s and student’s characteristics,
such as “Dharma Master Shun is always patient in all our
requests; Dharma Master Tsung knows the most appropriate
time to scold me and others so that we stop goofing around;
Dharma Master Jin Yan wants us to be orderly good manner
individuals, such as not being loud and not fooling around in
the Buddha Hall...”

The two graduating students will enter the Queensborough
Community College, New York, and University College of
Dublin in Ireland, respectively, this fall, both intending to
study computer science.®



