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DRBU Invites Professors from Other Universities

to Give Special Lectures
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OnApril 12,2023, two professors were invited to visit Dharma
Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) to give a brief overview of
their current research. Dr. Ester Bianchi, an Associate Professor
of Chinese Religions and Philosophy, and Society and Culture
of China, at the University of Perugia in Italy, spoke about her
research on the Rediscovery of Early Meditation in Modern
China. In her research, she talked about Theravada meditation
gaining popularity in China, especially in the past decade. As
a way to delve deeper into the teachings, Chinese Buddhists of
the twentieth century turned towards early meditation practices,
and Pali texts, such as the Visuddhimagga (Path of Purification),
were translated into Chinese. These meditation techniques are
practiced in Chinese Buddhist monasteries, the two forms of
meditation that are more commonly practiced are the mahasati

meditation and vipassana.
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Dr. Raoul Birnbaum, a Professor of Buddhist Studies at the
University of California, Santa Cruz, spoke about his current
research on Cultivation Methods and Devotional Commitments
of Vinaya Master Hongyi 5/— (1880-1942). Dr. Birbbaum
talked briefly about the richness of Master Hongyi’s character,
and how the Master was a talented writer and artist. From his
research on Master Hongyi, there were a few things that stood
out to him. One was the self-transmission of Bodhisattva
precepts. Precepts are not just rules that we follow. The precepts
are something deeper that connects us back to the Buddha,
through transmission. The other thing was that although we
have free will, our will alone cannot stop karma. We have to
repent to change our habits. Through repentance, the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas can intervene and help us transform. One of
the questions from the students was: “What is the meaning of
Master Hongyi’s last words ‘a mixture of joy and sorrow’”? Dr.
Birnbaum replied that Master Hongyi’s sorrow was for the sake
of all sentient beings, and his joy was for his liberation from this
turbid world.

On April 17, Dr. Mark Csikszentmihalyi, Professor and
Eliaser Chair of International Studies at UC Berkeley, gave a talk
on “Yan Hui Has No Fixed Address: Commentary as a Site for
Reading Across Traditions” at DRBU. He pointed out that Yan
Hui BH[H] (Yan Yuan) who appears more often in the Zhuangzi
than in #he Analects, occupies a unique space in the history of
Chinese thought. As the most prized disciple of Confucius, Yan
Hui was praised by Confucius as “worthy, studious, pure in his
benevolence and uprightness, an enlightened gentleman, even
the sages of antiquity themselves were no better than this.” Dr.
Mark Csikszentmihalyi first looked at portrayals of Yan Hui in
the pre-QinZg and early imperial sources. Then he turned to late
imperial “Confucian,” “Daoist,” and “Buddhist” sources where
the exegesis of Yan Hui stories about “enjoying one’s abode”
became sites for boundary-crossing in the SongZ< and Ming
HH Dynasties. The references cited in this speech included very
valuable historical documents such as 7he Analects of Confucius
unearthed in 2015 from the tomb of Marquis of Haihun of the
Western Hanj% Dynasty, the bamboo books of the Warring
States Period in the Shanghai Museum, and the bamboo slips of
the Warring States Period in the collection of Anhui University.
For the full video of this speech, please go to the following link:
https://www.drbu.edu/events/yan-hui-has-no-fixed-address-
commentary &



