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Dharma Realm Buddhist University Celebrates
2023 Commencement

2025 T RS M AR SR G

By Meghan Sweet
Chinese Translated by Ziqian Feng
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On May 20, 2023, Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU) held its
2023 commencement ceremony. lhe
ceremony took place in-person at the
Sudhana Center in downtown Ukiah,
making its first return to this venue since
before the Covid pandemic. The DRBU
Board of Trustees, together with the faculty,
awarded degrees to four undergraduate
students, fourteen graduate students, and
two translation certificate students.

DRBU  President Rounds
acknowledged the graduates for being

Susan

valiant pioneers as DRBU navigated the
covid pandemic. The BA students spent
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their sophomore year on Zoom and came back in person
their junior year, joining the MA students. “You have
all become masters at the art of nasal swabbing, mask
wearing, social distancing, and protocol following,”
President Rounds shared. All the while, “you did the
difficule work in your classes. You asked the hard
questions... You pushed yourselves to be vulnerable, to
listen respectfully to your peers, and to work together to
uncover what lay for you in the text.”

The commencement speaker was Preeta D. Bansal,
J.D.. Bansal is a graduate of Harvard Law who served as a
law clerk for the United States Supreme Courtand served
in both the Clinton and Obama administrations. She
was a leader of President Obama’s advisory committee
on faith-based and neighborhood partnerships, focusing
on poverty and inequality in America. She now devotes
her time to civic and philanthropic endeavors, spiritual
practice, and grassroots network models of change.

Bansal acknowledged the families, ancestors and
loved ones, near and far, who “set in motion and
nurtured the ripples that allow us to be here today.”

While Bansal has had a very successful career, she
reflected that “The truth is, I, and others like me, who
have walked the realms of so called external and societal
power, have so much to learn from each of you. It’s
you who have had the foresight, as well as the insight,
to set off the beaten path, and to choose to study at
a remarkable institution like this—an exceptional
incubator of wisdom and virtue.”

She encouraged the graduating students to reflect
upon the following ancient wisdom, transmitted
through the Venerable Master Hua: “off by an inch in
the beginning, off by ten thousand miles at the end.”
Working in the big, complex, institutions of our modern
era, it can be dificult to discern when something
is misaligned. “Nevertheless, we each are called to
continuously evaluate our work, not by its impact but
by our sense of joy and sense of alignment with it, and
to recalibrate what’s off by an inch for each of us,” she
said.

Many graduating students gave speeches, reflecting on
their time at DRBU and offering gratitude. Graduating
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BA student Phoenix Winters said, “This school has
been so kind and beneficial to me. I don’t think I
could have done nearly so well or grown so much
at another university.” Graduating BA student
Quinn Anderson said the university “creates for
its students a life of purpose and of impact. A life
that is qualitatively different from standardized
education aimed mostly at productivity. It allows
students to find a space to be wholly in themselves,
in their own innate virtue and power. It deepens and
transforms relationships.” Graduating MA student
Sanju Baral said, “I think being in this cohorrt,
which is so diverse, we all learned what it takes to
have a civilized and meaningful conversation when
other people in the room are very different than
us.” Graduating MA student Ziqian Feng shared,
“I became more in touch with my inner confidence
and independence, and I also learned to forgive
more, to be more accepting of differences, to care
from a more genuine and clear place, and to cherish
each other without holding on too much.”

Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi was awarded the
Hsuan Hua Distinguished Humanities Award in
recognition of his outstanding contributions to
the global Buddhist community, as an exemplary
bhikkhu, practitioner, scholar, author and translator.
Dean of Academics Martin Verhoeven said the
award is given to outstanding individuals who have
made significant contributions to promoting virtue,
goodness, and understanding in the contemporary
world through any and all fields of human
endeavor. The award happened to be given on the
50" anniversary of Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi’s
ordination as a bhikkhu. Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi
led the spring semester Contemplative Immersion
Exercise week at DRBU in the days leading up to
graduation and was present in-person to receive his
award.

The commencement ceremony ended with the
singing of “Dedication of Merit,” group photos,
and a reception. &
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Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi was awarded the Hsuan Hua
Distinguished Humanities Award.
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