=
&

B RN S B AT (Bl
Bathing the Buddha Ceremony

and the Completion of Ten Thousand Buddhas
Jeweled Repentance at CTTB

M3 3C/F
Written and English Translated by Lin Shiju
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The eighth day of the fourth lunar month in 2023 was the
Buddha’s birthday, which on the solar calendar was Friday, May 26.
At about 6 o’clock in the dawn’s early light, the chanting of “Homage
to the Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni Buddha” came from the
mountain gate of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB),
echoing among the towering trees. Monastics and lay Buddhists
made a three-step-one-bow pilgrimage from the mountain gate to
the Patriarch Hall. It was followed by the recitation of “The Chapter
This
was the prelude to the Bathing Buddhas Day in the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas.

The Dharma assembly for the Bathing Buddha’s Day was held in
the Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas at 8 o’clock. The public recited
the Shurangama Mantra and the Heart Sutra together and chanted

on the Practices and Vows of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva.”

the verse “I now bathe all Thus Come Ones, who are adorned with

pure wisdom, who have amassed merit and virtue. May living beings
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of the five turbid realms be led from filth, and together realize the pure
Dharma body of the Thus Come One.” While reciting the True Words
for Bathing the Buddha together, “Nan Di Sha Di Sha Samgha Swo He,”
the assembly walked to the front of the Patriarch Hall.

In front of the Patriarch Hall and between the big incense burner,
there were three Buddhist altars decorated with flowers. Each platform
had a glass bowl for bathing the Buddha, in which a small statue of the
Buddha as a child pointed to the sky with one hand and the ground
with the other. This is a symbol of when Shakyamuni Buddha was born,
he “walked seven steps and raised his right hand saying: heaven and
earth, I am respected, and I should be the supreme teacher for heaven
and man.” (Buddha Spoke Bathing Buddha Sutra translated by Master
Faju of the Western Jin® Dynasty) At that time, the earth shook, and
the nine dragons poured water bathing the newborn Prince Siddhartha.
Respectfully welcome the birth of the host of the Saha world, enlighten
the world with the practice and wisdom of the Buddha, guide all beings
in the sea of suffering, and sail to the shore of freedom and liberation.

The monastics and laypeople of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
as well as the teachers and students of Developing Virtue Secondary
School and Instilling Goodness Elementary School, went to bathe
Buddha in front of the Patriarch Hall in the morning. In the afternoon,
it was open to people outside the city and visitors from afar to bathe
the Buddha.

Tang Lili, who drove from Los Angeles to bathe the Buddha, said
that during the pandemic, she participated in the online bathing of the
Buddha. For the first time in three years, the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas was open to the public to bathe the Buddha. Of course, she
would never miss this opportunity. Her daughter, Tiffany Liu, came
with her. Tiffany is a graduate of Developing Virtue Girls School. She
was a boarding student here for six years. She always regarded the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas as her second home. “This time I came to
bathe the Buddha because I miss ‘home’, so I came back to visit!”

Master Hua’s old disciple, Terri Nicholson, lives near the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, but because of the epidemic, this was the first time
she has entered the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to bathe Buddha,
and she couldn’t help but show a happy smile. During the epidemic,
she could only invite nearby relatives and friends to bathe the Buddha
at her home in a simple ceremony. Now she could bathe the Buddha
with everyone, which made her feel very happy.

There is a passage in the Buddha Spoke Bathing Buddha Sutra: “All
good men and good women, after the Buddha’s death, should sincerely

recite the power of the Buddha’s immeasurable merit and virtue, bathe
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the Buddha’s image, and enjoy immeasurable blessings that cannot
be counted...Bathing the image of the Buddha, born of blessings,
is always pure, and from this cause and condition, one can realize
Buddhahood.” In the Merits of Bathing the Buddha Sutra translated by
Master Yijing 5,5 of the Tang J&# Dynasty, it is said that the water
used to bathe Buddha is auspicious water as is the merit and virtue
from bathing the Buddha: “People and devas can enjoy prosperity
and happiness in this life, being free from disease and prolonging
their lives. All their wishes will be fulfilled, and families, relatives, and
friends are all in peace. They will be free from the eight difficulties and
leave the source of suffering forever... Quickly achieve enlightenment.”

When Master Hua was in the world, he gave a talk on this
anniversary saying: “Bathing the Buddha is to enlighten the body
and mind to make people free from defilement, the biggest of which
is affliction. When afflictions are removed, the darkness in the heart
will also be washed away. Then you will have wisdom in this way, and
will not do foolish things.”

The day after was a Saturday, and the Buddha Bathing Platform in
front of the Patriarch Hall still served people who did not arrive on
Friday to bathe the Buddha. Yao Xingyi, an overseas Chinese from
Vietnam, brought her four-month-old son to bathe the Buddha. She
said that she prayed for the baby boy sincerely to Guanyin Bodhisattva.
She was very happy to be able to come to the Guanyin Bodhisattva
Bodhimanda at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and let her son’s
little hand hold the silver spoon with her as mother and son bathed
the Buddha together.

Chen Wenxiao, a Vietnamese-Chinese senior layman from
Toronto, visited his daughter in San Francisco. Accompanied by his
daughter and son-in-law, he made a special trip to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas to worship the Buddha, just in time to bathe
the Buddha. It was the first time he had come to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. Mr. Chen liked the environment here very much
and felt very comfortable physically and mentally. His wife was very
happy to have Buddhist scriptures in Vietnamese at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. She hoped to see more Buddhist Sutras translated
into Vietnamese translation for reciting.

Tan Wen, a laywoman from San Jose, passed by CTTB on
Saturday. She once obtained a few books from one of the DRBA
branch monasteries without making any donation. So she came in
to donate money for the printing of Sutras. Her resolve to donate
brought her the opportunity to bathe the Buddha for which she was

greatly amazed.
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One week before the Bathing Buddha’s Day, the four-week Ten
Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance held at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas in 2023 was completed on May 20. The monastics
and laypeople who participated in the precious repentance felt full of
Dharma joy.

Hu Yifan, who grew up in Canada, helped live broadcast during
the bowing session and was able to see the Buddhas’ names and
repentance text in English. In addition, the morning and evening
recitations were chanted in Chinese and English in turn. She felt that
this trip to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas made her understand
Buddhism better.

This was the first time for Chen Yujiao from Malaysia to bow
the Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance. She especially had
prepared some painkiller ointment, but she didn’t need it. In the past,
she suffered from insomnia whenever she stayed away from home;
but after a few days of the bowing session, she slept soundly every
night. What satisfied her most is that she could stay in the temple
during the bowing session, and she could participate in the whole
process without missing to bow to any of the names of the Buddha,
fulfilling her wish. An unexpected outcome was that her muscles
became stronger. She also feels healthier and her spirit is better. Her
Buddhist friends, who bowed together, feel that she has “slimmed
down successfully.”

Qiu Ruilian, from Zibo, Shandong, especially felt the incredible
power of Buddha. She came to Ukiah to visit her daughter in March
this year. At that time, she had been suffering from knee pain for about
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two years. The medicine was ineffective and she had difficulties
moving around. If it got worse, she would have to have surgery to
replace her knee. In the first few days of the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Jeweled Repentance, she could only support her left knee with
her hand, and barely kneel on her right knee. For a long time of
kneeling, she could only sit on a chair. After more than ten days,
the knee pain gradually alleviated, and she also started to walk 40
minutes from her daughter’s house to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas to worship and repent. In this way, after four weeks of
bowing repentance, and walking, the knee pain was healed. After
completing the bowing session, at the age of nearly seventy, she
could not only walk freely but also run and jump. Qiu Ruilian said,
“I never dreamed that such a good thing would happen to me.”

The entire Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance was
streamed on Zoom. The number of participants was an average
of three hundred. 40% of the recorded videos of the session were
also available on YouTube. The highest number of views of these
videos was 1,312, with an average of 380 views per day. Adding the
two together, there were more than six hundred and fifty Buddhist
friends who participated online or watched the video bowing every
day. Many Buddhist friends shared their experiences and insights of
online bowing which will be published in another article.

After the bowing session, the Donation Department of CTTB
established a new team to handle the transmission of the Three
Refuges and Five Precepts. People who want to take three refuges

and/or five precepts, please contact this new team at the following

email address: 3R5P_CTTB@drba.org. &
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