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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Chapter 6: As for Yong

(5) The Master said, “As for Hui, he could avoid deviating from
benevolence for three months. The others could do so only for

once a day or once a month!”

Venerable Master Hua’s Commentary:

The Master said. Confucius remarked, “As for Hui, he could
avoid deviating from benevolence for three months.” The word
‘benevolence’ (= rén) refers to the thought of benefitting other
people. It is like a seed or a kernel. This seed is the basis of our
humanity, and the nature that we should all cultivate. Where
Confucius was concerned, he called this quality ‘benevolence.’

This is because, during his time, he could not possibly have
used terms like ‘nature’, or ‘turn away from confusion and return
to enlightenment’, or ‘understand one’s mind and see one’s
nature’. He could only describe it by one word — benevolence.
‘Benevolence’ is quite similar to ‘nature’ in meaning, because it is
the fundamental root that has the power and ability to give rise
to endless births and infinite transformations. This ‘benevolent
seed’ can be likened to an ‘energy particle’ from which we human
beings are born. The ‘energy’ is none other than our Buddha-
nature. Therefore, in this context, the Buddha-nature can also be

called ‘energy’ or ‘benevolence’.
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Nowadays, people often talk about the sources of energy. We
human beings also have an ‘energy source’. Apart from human
beings, all animals come from this ‘energy source’ too. However,
after undergoing “laboratory tests in a chemical factory,” some
become human beings, some turn into animals, some end up as
hungry ghosts, and some even become Bodhisattvas or Buddhas.
All beings are variations of this ‘energy’. It can nurture heaven
and earth, and the myriad things; as well as produce immortals,
Buddhas, and sages. Absolutely everything is born from this
‘energy’, which can also be interpreted as ‘power’ or ‘ability’. For
example, someone asks you whether you are able to do something
and you reply, “Yes, I am able to!” Are you able to live? Able! Are
you able to die? Able! As we human beings already possess the
ability to live and die, it is not necessary to create another ‘energy
source’. Understanding it as such, our fundamental ‘energy
source’ is none other than ‘benevolence’.

Now, since we human beings originate from this fundamental
‘energy source’ called ‘benevolence’, we have to strengthen it and
make it perfect. And how can this be achieved? By means of
cultivation. Our benevolent seed contains ‘energy’, but only a
minute amount. It is like a dust mote in the Dharma Realm, not
much at all. However, this tiny dust mote can be transformed to
fill up the Dharma Realm. If you expand it to the state where it
permeates the entire Dharma Realm, then you have attained the
perfection of great enlightenment.

As mentioned, this ‘energy’ is none other than our ‘inherent
nature’, and ‘benevolence’ is none other than the ‘precepts’.
We can say the precepts are the seed of goodness, which has
the power and ability to give rise to endless births and infinite
transformations. Therefore, all of you must understand this
point: Our aim is to return to the origin, which means we must
transform our tiny ‘energy particle’ into a massive ‘energy field’
that fills up empty space and pervades the Dharma Realm. This
is the way to return to the origin. Once again, we merge with our
original ‘energy source’ into oneness.

The ‘Buddha’ cannot be said to have an appearance. He is just
a form of energy with the power and ability to give rise to endless
births and infinite transformations. Whether you talk about
‘God’ or any other deity, they are all included in this ‘energy
field’ too. By ‘energy’, we are referring to our ‘nature’. In modern

nomenclature, it is called ‘energy source’. )
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