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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG
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46. Tze Hing (Cixing) Chan Monastery

The Buddhadharma is deep and vast, there is no difference from
the inside and outside, nor near and distant; only those with virtue
and who have great strong vows will be blessed by the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas. After completing Western Bliss Garden Monastery, the
Venerable Master vowed to build a place of cultivation that could
accommodate more Sanghas to cultivate...

At that time the situation was very unstable. Many Sangha
members from mainland China came to Hong Kong, and because
there was no place for them to stay, it caused them to abandon their
cultivation. Because of this, the Venerable Master thought that building
monasteries in Hong Kong was a very urgent task. Unfortunately,
even though he had the intention, he was unable to help because
Western Bliss Garden was close to a bustling downtown, and its area
was small. There was no extra space for the temple to be extended to
accommodate the Sangha members who were seeking refuge.

In the lunar year of Gui-SiZXE. (1953), during the autumn, after
layman, Tung Kuo Kei took refuge under Venerable Master, he brought
forth a great resolve to donate a double-story stone villa. The villa
was located near Man Cheung Po on Ling-Wui Moutain on Lantau
Island. It was an offering to the Buddha as a Bodhimanda, and now
the causes and conditions had ripened [for the building of a temple].

Coincidentally, on the right side of the villa was an abandoned

Kwok-Chin Chan Temple (Guo Qing Chan Temple)[8& t5#[5%,
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which was founded by Dharma Master Fatt-Chuen in 1930. During
the Pacific War, the conflict spread to Lantau Island. Kwok-Chin Chan
temple was badly bombed by the Japanese and the Abbot Dharma
Master Fatt-Chuen;£{# was killed. Since then, the Sangha members
had dispersed, leaving behind broken walls that were partially buried
in the rubble.

(Editor’s note: Japan launched the Pacific War on December 7,
1941; on December 8, they attacked Hong Kong Kai Tak Airport;
on December 25, Hong Kong fell into the Japanese hands. The major
military units of Hong Kong and Kowloon continued with guerrilla
warfare against the Japanese army. In June 1942, at the Batte of
Midway, the US Navy defeated the Japanese Navy. As Lantau Island
has highlands, it was considered a location to be a beachfront battlefield
for the Allied. Thus they quickly formed the Lantau Island guerrillas
force and opened up Lantau Island as a battleground. Kwok-Chin
Chan temple was one of the Hong Kong and Kowloon guerrilla bases.

The Japanese army killed many people on Lantau Island.)

Because Kwok-Chin Chan temple had been abandoned for a long
time, weeds were everywhere. There were no doors, no windows,
no roofs, and even the walls were badly dilapidated. Facing such a
desolated scene, the Venerable Master felt very sad: This was a place
where the Sakya disciples cultivated and how could it have been left
unattended for such a long time? Thereafter he managed to gain the
approval from the related parties of Kwok-Chin Chan temple to
manage the ruined place.

Man Cheung Po on Ling-Wui Moutain is a quiet place, a place
of sanctuary for the birds. The place is magnificent, surrounded by
mountains. However, the road was very rough and dangerous with
steep gullies. It was difficult for people to walk on, hence, very few
people went up there. The place is hidden. Kwok-Chin Chan temple
was surrounded and protected by peaks and ridges, rugged terrain,
and forest. The Venerable Master was very delighted upon acquiring
this piece of sacred land. He planned according to the mountain
landscape to attach the ruined Chan temple to the villa and carry
out the reconstruction. The aim was to build a monastery where the

Sangha could cultivate.

$0To be continued



