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Venerable Kang Seng Hui
in the Kingdom of Wu (continucd)
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1980
English Translation Revised by Dharma Master Heng Chih
and the Early Bird Translation Group
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Another verse says:

by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on October 4, 1980

Following a light, the Master came to China,

To Wu where the head of state was Sun Quan.

Upon seeking, the Master heard pinging as sharira
dropped into the cup.

The officials who witnessed this exclaimed: “What a
rare omen!”

A warrior tried to smash the sharira but it remained
unscathed.

Ghosts and spirits paid their respects; the light from
the sharira grew increasingly brighter.

A stupa and Repaying Great Kindness Monastery
were built in commemoration.

The legacy will remain for billions of eons to come.

Commentary:

Following a light, the Master came to China. Venerable Seng Hui
followed a light, and his search took him all the way to China.

To Wu where the head of state was Sun Quan. At that time the
kingdom of Wu was ruled by an emperor named Sun Quan.

Upon seeking, the Master heard pinging as sharira dropped into the
cup. Venerable Seng Hui respectfully sought sharira. Sharira is a Sanskrit
term which translates as hardened relics. The sharira made a pinging sound
upon dropping into the vessel.
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The officials who witnessed this exclaimed: “What a rare omen!”
The emperor and his cabinet ministers expressed praise of this unusual
and auspicious omen.

A warrior tried to smash the sharira but the relics remained
unscathed. This strong man exerted his entire strength when he hit
the sharira with a hammer. But the sharira was not damaged at all.

Ghosts and spirits, paying their respects; the light from the
sharira grew increasingly brighter. When the ghosts and spirits saw
the sharira, they bowed down and made prostrations. The sharira
glowed even brighter.

A stupa and Repaying Kindness Monastery were built in
commemoration. Thereupon, Sun Quan had a stupa built and to
commemorate the sharira in China and called the monastic complex
Repaying Kindness, a reference to repaying the Buddha’s kindness.

The legacy will remain for billions of eons to come. This event will
never be forgotten. No matter how much time passes, even hundreds
of thousands of years, this commemoration will be remembered. &

If ‘the present’ and future’ exist presupposing ‘the past,’
‘the present’ and future’ will exist in ‘the past.’

If ‘the present’ and future’ did not exist there [in ‘the past’],
how could ‘the present’ and future’ exist presupposing that ‘past’?

Without presupposing ‘the past’ the two things [‘the present’ and future’]
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cannot be proved to exist.
Therefore, neither present nor future time exist.

In this way the remaining two [times], ‘highest,” ‘lowest’ and ‘middle,’
and oneness and difference, do not exist.

A stationary ‘time’ cannot be grasped;’
neither can a non-stationary ‘time’ be grasped.

Houw, then, can one perceive time if it cannot be ‘grasped?’
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Since time is dependent on a thing (bhava),

how can time [exist] without a thing?

—— (FH ReFLE+R)

There is not any thing which exists; how, then, will time exist?

— Mulamadhyamakakarikas, chapter 19, verse 7.
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