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Make Friends with Music
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Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) and Developing
Virtue Girls’ School (DVGS), after holding the “Infinite Light
Concert” at the Center Theater of Mendocino Community College
in December 2022, held the “Ukiah Youth Concert” at the same
venue on May 12, 2023. The Ukiah High School Jazz Band was
invited to perform together, attracting more audiences to enjoy.
The local newspaper “Ukiah Daily Journal” also noticed the efforts
of DRBU and DVGS in music education, and especially published
an article about the “Ukiah Youth Concert” on the front page of
the newspaper on May 1st to inform local people.

The “Ukiah Youth Concert” invited Grammy Award-nominated
guitarist Alex de Glassi, internationally renowned composer and
pianist Spencer Brewer, award-winning saxophonist and conductor
Wenbo Yin and the famouslocal pianist Elizabeth McDougall. There
were also students under the guidance of Elizabeth McDougall,
and Ukiah High School music teacher Audrey McCombs’ students,
violinist Margie Rice’s students, concert director and singer Sophie
Wu'’s students.
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On May 13 and 14, two DVGS students, Katherine Wang in grade
11 and Isabella Akin-Paz in grade 9, participated in the performance
of the Ukiah Symphony Orchestra concert. They are both violinists
in the Ukiah Symphony Orchestra, performing regularly several
times a year. In the performance in May, Katherine Wang also played
the solo violin, performing Mozart’s Violin Concerto No.5 in A
major. The students of DVGS took time to enjoy the concert of the
Ukiah Symphony Orchestra and cheered for their classmates who
were performing on stage.

On April 18, 2023, Jennifer Trowbridge, a guitar professor at the
Cal Poly Humboldt, led the university’s guitar ensemble to the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and held a joint concert with students
from DRBU and DVGS in Wonderful Words Hall. There were
guitar ensemble, mariachi ensemble, and performances of Chinese
musical instruments such as Guqin, Guzheng, Erhu, flute, bamboo
flute, Pipa, and Sheng. Although it was a small salon concert, the
audience still felt the warmth brought by this music exchange. &






