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Bathing the Buddha in Zichiang Minimum-
Security Prison — My Insights
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By Dharma Master Heng Yun
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English Translated by Cindy Wang

4 A X
Bathing the Buddha Ceremony

After one o’clock in the afternoon on May 19, 2023, a group of
people from Amitabha Monastery, including three members of the
Sangha and two laymen, went to the Zichiang (Self-improvement)
Minimum-Security Prison in the rain. The prison is located in Guangfu
Township Hualien County, Taiwan. The building has a very artistic
structure and the environment is tranquil and beautiful. It has the
appearance of a fictitious peaceful land.

“Minimum-security prison” is a type of prison that offers more
freedom and has a low guard to inmate ratio. Prisoners are also allowed
to work outside of the prison with a lower security level. In Taiwan,
all minimum-security prisons are located at remote places so the
agricultural and animal husbandry service has become a distinguishing
feature of them.

It is not easy to get into a minimum-security prison, and it is a very

precious opportunity for inmates. Usually, only those inmates who
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BIRK S
‘The Superintendent was bathing the Buddha.

demonstrated good performance, high repentance, and high self-
discipline in other prisons would have the opportunity to apply for
transfer to a minimum-security prison. The inmates in minimum-
security prisons have more freedom and they are not only allowed
to work but are also allowed home visitation rights. However, if they
run away then there will be additional charges of escape added on
to them.

The purpose of this trip was to lead the inmates (hereinafter
referred to as Fellow Students) to bathe the Buddha. The laywoman,
Shiou-Jiao Chen works here as a counsel. Despite her old age and
hardships in traveling to the prison, she comes here twice a month
and uses the Dharma’s tranquil water to clean the fellow students’
bodies and minds. Because of this relationship, Amitabha Monastery
started the ceremony of Bathing the Buddha in prison after the
epidemic.

Following with Ms. Chen and the guards, we came to the
Buddha Hall. Although I have been here many times before, I still
cannot imagine that there would be such a solemn and towering
Buddha Hall in prison. I had no choice but to be touched by the
thoughtfulness of the officials in prison and the people who set it up
initially.

The Superintendent was very thoughtful and joined the ceremony
personally. He also encouraged the fellow students to clean up their
bodies and minds through bathing the Buddha and to leave suffering
as soon as possible. There were eighty-eight fellow students that
came to bathe the Buddha, many of them are gentle and have a high
education background. I looked around and saw that there’s a group
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of young people also. Following Dharma Master Jin Kang and Jin
How’s leading, the solemn ceremony of Bathing the Buddha started
and the fellow students patiently waited in line as they expressed to
Buddha their expectations and hope while performing the bathing.

After the ceremony, there was a short lecture. First, Dharma
Master Jin Kang mentioned that this was the first time that she feels
so joyful as a cantor after the epidemic. Why? Because during Covid,
all the Dharma assemblies were broadcasted through the internet like
a monologue and she could not feel the resonance from the public.
But this time after having everybody chant together, she felt especially
joyful. She also shared a story about a thief and encouraged the fellow
students to turn towards wholesomeness. In the story, the thief was
trying to steal items from a temple. Just as the light in front of the
Buddha was going to be extinguished, he straightened the lampwick
up. Because of this, he saw the Buddha’s characteristics and the light
illuminating from the Buddha. Then he became very respectful and
repentant. Therefore, his bad karma gradually was extinguished and
his blessings increased daily. After many lifetimes and eons, he left
home and eventually attained Arhatship.

I then spoke about the origin of the ceremony of Bathing the
Buddha and briefly explained the Praise for Bathing the Buddha and
the Verse for Transferring the Merit from Bathing the Buddha. I hope
the fellow students would sweep their inner defilements away and
enlighten to their inherent and pure brightness. This is the genuine
meaning of Bathing the Buddha.

Although the environment of Zichiang Minimum-Security Prison
is exquisite, it is still a place with no freedom. The fellow students’

58 ik
The fellow Students were
studying Buddhadharma.
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greatest wish is to leave there and return to society. What was
the reason for them to be in prison? Because they lacked wisdom,
they started having one wrong thought and did the wrong thing.
Buddhism, on the other hand, is a religion of wisdom. We enlighten
to the wisdom that we originally have. Therefore we encourage
the fellow students to listen to the Buddha’s teaching, because

» «

reforming starts from the “mind.” “Mindfulness” is very important,
a wholesome thought or an unwholesome thought leads us in
two different ways; wholesome thoughts bring a person up, and
unwholesome thoughts take a person to hell. Prisons are made of
the human mind, a prison of the mind comes first, then a real prison
is formed. I then mentioned a story which is about a fellow student
whose last name is Dai:

In 2004, Sanghas from Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
(DRBA) held a ceremony of Taking Refuge at Hualien Detention
Center. There were two death row prisoners with heavy shackles.
With the shackles’ clattering, they struggled as they walked and
in inviting the Dharma Master to ascend to the seat for holding
the ceremony of Taking Refuge. They then became disciples under
Dharma Real Buddhist Association.

One of them, the student Dai, had killed somebody when he
was twenty-four years old. He was sentenced to life imprisonment.
After being in prison for thirteen years, he was granted a home
visitation for the first time. While he was on the way back to
Zihciang Minimum-Security Prison, he committed sexual assault
and homicide. It happened in the year of 2002.

A layman, Mr. Zhi-Hong Li was an honorary counsel to the
prison who spent his life helping inmates. He was a disciple of
Venerable Master Hua. That year, Mr. Li wanted us to talk to the
two prisoners who were on death row. When I first met student Dai,
his face was full of murder, violence, and tenacity which would make
people shudder. Afterward, every time we had a chance to come to
Hualien Detention Center, Mr. Li always asked us to meet with Dai
and others and talk to them. Gradually, I saw Dai becoming more
and more peaceful, he was totally different from before. Under
the influence of Buddhism, he confessed and repented, recited
sutras, meditated, painted Buddha images, and self-cultivated, he
performed very well and was considered a “model inmate.”

Below was written by student Dai:

Why do I believe in Buddhism today? In fact, I am not superstitious,
but I understand! I have found tranquility that I am looking for. In
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News report in June 2004, the left side was student Dai.
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Buddhism, I see the bright light; In Buddhism, I am nutured by
the Dharma. Although the place I stay is a prison, right now I
live at ease and calmly. I am truly grateful that the officers in
the Detention Center have been dedicated to promoting the
Buddhadharma so that I can encounter Buddhism in the midst
of suffering, so as to illuminate myself and to get rid of the
confusion in my mind.

After learning about Buddhism, the power of Dharma is

inconceivable! Unexpectedly, it has subdued my inner injustice,

anger, and resentment. I have become passionate about the
Dharma. In the past, I thought the theory of ghosts and spirits
was ridiculous. Now I have taken refuge with the Triple Jewel and
I have become a disciple of the Buddha, this should be related to
cause and effect! I recall the day I came to Hualien Detention
Center to serve my sentence. I was full of negative emotions
which seemed never to be relieved, I had so much hatred at the
time! However, due to the cause and effect, I entered Hualien
Detention Center and encountered the Buddhadharma. I have
been inspired and nurtured by it. The Buddhadharma has
calmed down the resentment and grievances inside of me, and
also changed my view of life.

Student Dai was executed in 2014. After the execution,
the prison invited us to purify the execution ground and
transfer merit. The ground was empty, but left with uncleaned
blood. Layman Li mentioned that most prisoners on death
row had to be dragged to the execution grounds because of
fear. Instead, student Dai expressed, “I am willing to confess
my sin and to be executed.” He walked to the
execution ground with a peaceful mind and
finished his last journey peacefully. It seemed
B the Dharma had entered into his mind, so that
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he could face his karma and death calmly.

All fellow students listened to Dai’s story
intently. Ten years have passed by, and yet
this story does not fade in time or space.
Furthermore, it forces the audience into
reflection. Therefore, everything that happens

in our life is closely related to us. Helping others
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: succeed forges our own attainment; helping
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others fulfill themselves brings to completion

MAY 2023 VaJra BopHi Sea 145

SMIN WIV3Y VINIVH

o 58 5t



Of 58 B ‘ DHarmA ReaLM NEws

BF 2 E G EE
The Ksitigarbha (Earth Store) Bodhisattva
drawn by student Dal

M FLAUHE 33 SR HER -
AR T RABTLH ~ &ER - T&ﬁiﬁ?ﬂ (
=) o FHRGEE - IEIETF?IE%EE%'?HR FrHlE

RARTEHC ~ SER&F It - EHHM 2R AL
ID\?Z.ZEI’J%SE AL PrRagRL -

GERE > FEREN IR - RIS

EZE ZE#‘B’JHQ%‘KED’EEK%/\ME’J ik
ERESREEE - JHHAEE 2 DRI ARG - 2

JEESRA ﬁ%iéﬁé’ﬂﬂ%bﬂ%ﬂ??& [HE 53

HYT » FEAZHENER  ERdEmitg

HYBF % - SRAEAI L&Y E /J?ZKZET#HE{F’?E’J/\

4 SASCNER | AR HERAVBSImEFH S

HIBS - HFiREsy ~ AEE2 > BEA ST mE -

JIERFETEGRE EAEC -

DR E A E A GEER AR BEE T
HARVINESZ - BRAEBERAERAT - 15 z:T\’tﬁﬁZ
A NFYEATI R » RS > B ERE
IRAZEMHGE - ZERIHAZRAH - 2

AR > WS I MEET - NEE
i — 2 RIEIE - EmlamayshiEis - A

fitff ~ FEFEAT | #

46| EMERE —O0_=FAA

our own fulfillment. If we go in a good direction,
the lights shine on one another and interpenetrate
at the interstices. But if we go in a bad direction, we
become entangled with others and fall together.

We have brought amulets with the Great
Compassion Mantra written on them, rosaries, and
books of “Panacea to Rescue the World” for fellow
students. They asked for these actively especially for
amulets with the Great Compassion Mantra written
on them and rosaries, and almost exhausted our
supply. These are one kind of sustenance for their
spirit that brings them a sense of security and a
feeling of being protected.

After the assembly, I met the Superintendent
in the corridor. He mentioned that 40% of the
inmates were jailed for fraud, which means they
were involved in a scam syndicate. Their sentences
were counted on the basis of the number of cases of
committed. Many young inmates will be very old
when they step out of prison. The young generation
is an asset to society. They are also at the best age
to contribute to society. But now they are using
scamming to support their lives. What a pity!
A wrong concept will direct a person to a wrong
path: prefering to be leisurely and lazy, greedy for
enjoyment, merely wanting to get something for
nothing, or even taking something unscrupulously.
Eventually, they hurt themselves and others.

In the past, when I heard Venerable Master Hua
talking how modern education is broken, I did not
have any deep feelings, now that the fact is shown in
front of me how can I not help but admire Venerable
Master’s insights. I sincerely hope that our country
and society will focus on the fundamentals of
education and that the purpose of education should
not be seeking fame or fortune, but in being sensible.
We should teach students correct ethics and morality,
and not instill nonsense or misconceptions in them

because any misleading is just as mutilating! &





