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Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance at

Avatamsaka Vihara
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Written and English Translated by Chunyin Cai
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From April 9 to 16, 2023, amid a beautiful Spring, Avatamsaka
Vihara, located in the state of Maryland and the only monastery on
the East Coast under Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA),
held an “Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance,” which lasted for eight
days and attracted more than 70 followers from the nearby areas.
Several sanghans from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and other
DRBA-affiliated monasteries came to support the event by leading
Dharma sessions and giving Dharma talks. During the event, the
solemn ceremony of the Three Refuges and the Five Precepts was
also performed, and it was followed by a compassionate and uplifting
ceremony of liberating life on the last day, in which those attending
the Repentance and their families participated.

Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance has always been an important
Dharma event for DRBA, not only due to its special connection with
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, the founder of DRBA, but also due to
its popularity among disciples, who gain benefit through its practice.
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The Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance at
Avatamsaka Vihara this year is the monastery’s
first public event since the three-year pandemic.
Therefore it was embraced by followers with
great joy, who have been unable to attend
regular Dharma events during the pandemic.

Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance
was developed about 1,500 years ago during
China’s Liang Dynasty. It was said that one day
when the Emperor Wu of Liang saw a python
in his palace who claimed to be his recently
deceased Empress Chi. The python said she
had no place to dwell and was in great pain due
to thousands of worms gnawing at her body.
She pleaded with Emperor Wu to rescue her. The Emperor reached
out to Chan Master Zhigong, a famous monk at the time, who said,
“The only way is to bow to the Buddhas and repent sincerely on behalf
of the Empress. Then the Empress can pay off her debt to her karmic
creditors and be rescued.” Upon Emperor Wu’s plea, the Master
then brought together ten high Sanghans to carefully select relevant
texts from foundational Buddhist classics, including 7he Wonderful
Dbarma Lotus Flower Sutra, Avatamsaka Sutra, Mabaparinirvana
Sutra and Lankavatara Sutra and compile them into a book with ten
chapters and over a thousand names of Buddhas for people to chant
and bow. Upon its completion, Emperor Wu met Maitreya Buddha,
the future Buddha of this world, in his dream, who gave the book
the title Repentance Dharma of Kindness and Compassion in the
Bodhimanda.

It was said that after the text was recited and the repentance
bowed by a large gathering of monks for days, Emperor Liang saw
Empress Chiffi appear amid extraordinary fragrance. She said that
she had been reborn in a good place. Due to the profound meaning
of the text and the bowing rituals, which resulted in the exceptional
outcome, the Repentance Dharma of Kindness and Compassion in the
Bodhimanda has become a popular Dharma ritual since the Liang
Dynasty. It is more commonly called Emperor Liang’s Jeweled
Repentance because of its connection with Emperor Liang. Among
all the repentance rituals in Buddhism, Emperor Liang’s Jeweled
Repentance is grand, profound and has a long history. Chan Master
Zhigong, who led the repentance project, happened to be the
founding master of the Golden-crowned Vairochana Sect of the

Chan Buddhist lineage, which the Venerable Master Hua is part
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of. Through this special connection, the Repentance has been
particularly cherished by followers under DRBA.

During the first six days of the Repentance, participants spent
five incense periods each day chanting the text and bowing. The
ceremony of the Three Refuges and the Five Precepts took place
on the seventh morning and the Liberation of Life ceremony was
held on the eighth afternoon. The whole event went smoothly and
solemnly. The Sanghans from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
led the daily chanting in beautiful and pure voice and participants
joyously followed, filling the Buddha Hall with sounds of Dharma.
Although the Repentance requires constant bowing and kneeling
and is physically demanding, participants expressed their gratitude
and delight. According to the manager of Avatamsaka Vihara, a
good number of participants bought Dharma robes and the five-
precept sashes, showing they maybe inspired to adjust their life
style to follow the teaching of the Buddha, attend more Dharma
events, and find contentment.

In order to provide participants with more opportunities to
learn and deepen their understanding of Buddhism, the monastery
also invited the visiting Sanghans to give Dharma talks after lunch
each day. Dharma Master Heng Lai from Seattle shared some of
his interpretation of the Repentance during his Dharma talks. He
said, “She (Empress Chi#f)) was intensely jealous of and hated the
Emperor’s consorts and concubines. Her words and thoughts were
as vicious as that of a poisonous snake. Because she harbored so
much hatred and anger while alive, she was consequently reborn as
a python. He said Empress Chi’s rebirth as a python was partially
due to her disgust and slander of Buddhism, which was mainly
caused by Emperor Wu of Liang devoting too much of his spare
time to Dharma events. Dharma Master Lai therefore reminded
participants that they should first fulfill their family commitment.
He said this was what Venerable Master Hua often told him. He
also emphasized that one should think about cultivating oneself
all the time and aspire to become a Buddha. Dharma Master
Lai also introduced the monastery where he resides now, Snow
Mountain Monastery, as well as a DRBA branch monastery in
Australia: Gold Coast Dharma Realm.

The text of the Repentance starts with taking refuge and
repeatedly emphasizes the importance of the Bodhi mind and
making vows, Master Jin Chuan from Redwood Vihara talked about
the importance of transforming the mind during the ceremony of
Three Refuges and the essence of cultivating the Bodhi mind and



' FEILRRIE R R BB H CAE R E
RHYEME - AOEEME R E A EA
EIAOEATE CHYEEEE - BIAC Y SaFftl - =
2 H ORI EEET - 2R
A o AOERTIZ MRS r4E T B ILFFLURK
SRR Ry o S B
AR -

PRIZE S8 MY 48 S LR IR Ry e 4G »
— R SR OIS E SN - B
FRIAZHEA IR AR AR > 2RE 4L
ARAEARAY AT AR S #E T e ARtk s -
Y RIE(E el g T BRRHY RS PR A3 2
D R B RARY R - AT EUARNER - ZEARARAY
bR R P N E (R AR R
HYEERNAIARAR S » BE Ry BB BEH 2 i B R R
R FEE OO EIEIRIKREIH AR
HIFRIERI E M - e e a1 R HE]
TITIE - R L RS SR REAM - 3
FADMZ 2 ~ 2838 ~ BERN & — VR4 -
ATEERTRFER - — (8 AR S = B4l
ANEERL - FUEE R E AN T
T ie B — AT SR NS EAH
AR B = F YRR & R A EAY
Ry 2 BAARE] 0 FTE EAIRCREARE > FrLA
W —rE—EEEELAMESE - B
FHEEFE - A ReE—E K BHE ST A
iE o

AT EERTE R A0 = 7 — & BN
B BT NAL EE R EE RUD AN B 5L HYTH
H » %4 £GRIP (Guiding Rage Into Power »
"bERREIIE, ) o EE A —FHH
HE DA T gl e My 2 17 5
RZLRFFE ST S 1B REHIRRE » 8%
AE(E E M ERE (SR R
B17) M ECCEAEF > BEREE—R
SIHE BRRUEh EEAV I A28 - i E
O 48 Ay SE - RN EERE S
AERE A e H R E RS - B Y

MryERE L R EEH Ot A& -

5F 2200 N FE L TE B 698 Bl i $2 B E 15
K BT HCORGHAERINAN - £
S REE T AT AR & H IR H R

making vows. He said individuals who plan to take refuge
should try to guide their mind to find their Buddha nature
(one’s original nature) as well as following the text and ritual
of the ceremony. This will help them locate the compass of
their life. He further explained that cultivating the Bodhi
mind is to make vows to benefit others and to serve others
with kindness, compassion and wisdom. He also emphasized
that doing good deeds without resolving on Bodhi is like
plowing soil without planting seeds afterward. This would
result in no harvest at the end. He said there is a crucial
difference between doing good deeds out of the Bodhi mind
and out of instinct when it comes to results because one’s
mind affects the outcome of one’s deeds. Therefore everyone
should make vows to do good things in every moment. He
concluded that only by making vows can one permanently
guide one’s life on the right track of being kind.

Dharma Master Jin Chuan also shared a healing project
that has helped prisoners at San Quentin State Prison to
transform their lives. The one-year project, GRIP (Guiding
Rage Into Power), enables prisoners to understand and
transform their violent behavior and replace it with an attitude
of mindfulness and emotional intelligence. Through this self-
awakening process which could be considered to be a parallel
to what is practiced in Buddhism, participants are inspired
to build their new expectation about themselves. The project
then teaches participants a series of methods about true
repentance and making vows, namely, regretting their past
wrongdoings and vowing not to do them again. Participants
also learn how to manage their habits and emotions. This
comprehensive set of reflections and skills eventually helps
these prisoners succeed in guiding their anger into the power
of transforming themselves and helping others. Many of
these prisoners are paroled early and begin living meaning
lives. After listening to the story shared by Dharma Master
Jin Chuan, many of the Repentance attendees were deeply
moved, saying that common people should also make an
effort in transforming themselves and Buddhists should
work even harder in practicing Buddhism. Dharma Master
Je of Avatamsaka Vihara encouraged attendees to learn from
the story and communicate more openly with their family
members and friends to help them discover their true nature

and make vows to become a better person.
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Dharma Master Heng Rong from Gold Sage Monastery
in San Jose, California and Dharma Master Jin An from
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas shared their stories of
becoming bhikkhunis. Their joy of completely devoting
themselves to Buddhism captivated the audience. Dharma
Master Je took the opportunity to remind participants that
out of the thousands of ways of practicing Buddhism, each
person has his or her own unique path, while the key is to
cherish one’s own Dharma connection, to keep a pure mind,
and to try one’s best to make vows to get closer to the Three
Treasures, namely, the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.

Dharma Master Heng Yi, who led the chanting of the
Repentance, introduced some of the recent initiatives and
events being planned by Dharma Realm Buddhist University.
The university has arranged a sound recording of the English
version of 7he Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra and
is now calling for background music to go with the audio
book. During the summer, the university will again have
its popular one-week summer camp, titled “Seminar on
Reading and Translating Buddhist Texts,” to be held from
July 31 to August 6. Dharma Master Heng Yi welcomed
participants to apply. Dharma Master Je encouraged all to
also consider attending a one-year translation program at
the university, called The Graduate Certificate in Buddhist

Translation, which she said would help deepen one’s learning

of Buddhism. &
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