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The Shurangama Mantra
with Verse and Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshu Heng Shun

Verse:

Vajra Spirits with glaring eyes reveal their awesome might.

Like a clap of Dharma-thunder, they destroy the deviant and manifest the proper.
Getting rid of demons and the heterodox,

the good are rewarded and the evil are punished.

Fair and unselfish, they emit brilliant light.

Commentary:

Vajra Spirits with glaring eyes reveal their awesome might. “Ba She
La’refers to the Vajra Spirits of the Vajra Division. How many Vajra Spirits
are there? They are measureless and boundless in number. Even though its
said that there are eighty-four thousand of them, actually there are more
than that. Right now, there are probably more in number than the grains
of sand in the Ganges River. Because there are more people now, if the
number of the Vajra Spirits does not increase accordingly, then they will not
be able to watch over so many people. As a result, the number of the Vajra
Spirits increases because of the increase in the number of people. The Vajra
Spirits with glaring eyes are quite awe-inspiring. Their imposing gaze causes
deep veneration and fear in your heart so that you restrain yourselves from
violating moral precepts and doing evil deeds. If you violate the precepts, the
Vajra Spirits will for sure not forgive you.

Like a clap of Dharma-thunder, they destroy the deviant and manifest
the proper. What do the Vajra Spirits do? They destroy the deviant and
protect the proper Dharma. Like a clap of Dharma-thunder, they blow the
great Dharma conch and strike the mighty Dharma drum.
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Getting rid of demons and the heterodox, the good are rewarded
and the evil are punished. To reward all people who cultivate pertains
to the good. To punish people who do not uphold the moral precepts
includes getting rid of demon kings and those follow heterodox paths.

Fair and unselfish, they emit brilliant light. Why do the Vajra
Spirits have measureless light? Brilliant light shines upon the Vajra
Spirits, so that wherever they go they also emit light. Because they are
upright, impartial, and selfless they emit light. Their brilliant light is
like a searchlight. As soon as it shines, it is as bright as day.

We are listening to the verse on the 549th line of the Shurangama
Mantra. There are still five more lines to go, and we are about to finish
it soon. Why do I ask you how long it has been explained? Because
it is considered to be a masterpiece. And you can also say it is an
unprecedented piece of work. Perhaps there will not be another work
like this in the future. Now it can be said that no such work like
this existed before. However, it’s not for sure that there will not be
anything like in the future. I believe people might not have so much
time like me who tirelessly wrote these shallow verses to enable all of
you understand the mantra. I believe that everyone who has heard
these verses have already given them back to me. This is because you
have not digested them. I believe no one remembers these verses. If
there is a person who remembers them today, they will forget them

tomorrow. &
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The Buddha proclaimed that on the highest level of
understanding the entire cosmos is pure Mind. On the
ordinary level of understanding, he painted a picture of a
cosmos filled with countless world-systems with countless
planets filled with living beings of every sort. Our particular
world-system is neither unique nor central in any way. Other
world-systems also have their Buddhas, who also teach the
path to enlightenment.
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