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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Bodhisattva is a Sanskrit word that means “awakened
being.” Bodhi is “the path of awakening;” sattva is a
“sentient being.” A Bodhisattva uses the principle of self-
awakening to awaken all sentient beings. The Bodhisattva
makes this resolve: “I am awakened, and I'm going to
find a way to help all beings become awakened.” This is
self-awakening and the awakening of others.

Where do Bodhisattvas come from? They come from
living beings. Bodhisattvas start off as living beings just
like you and me. However, they become an awakened one
among sentient beings. We ordinary beings are confused
ones among sentient beings. If you awaken today, you're
a Bodhisattva today. If you awaken tomorrow, you're a
Bodhisattva tomorrow.

What do you awaken from? You awaken from your
ignorance. If you can understand where your ignorance
comes from and break through it, then you're awakened.
If you cannot break through your ignorance, you're
confused. When one breaks through ignorance, the
Dharma nature manifests. When ignorance disappears,
the river of love dries up. When the river of love dries up,
your wisdom manifests. This is called awakening.

So a Bodhisattva is a person who awakens others as
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well as an awakened one among living beings. You can explain
Bodhisattva both ways. Bodhisattvas are also called “living
beings who aspire to supreme awakening.” Their resolve for
the path is the strongest. They are also called “heroes who
reveal the Path to awakening.” They can uncover living
beings’ ignorance in order to reveal their inherent Buddha
nature.

Bodhisattva Infinite Resolve rose from his seat. When
the Buddha started teaching the Dharma Flower Sitra, five
thousand people in the assembly walked out, refusing to
listen to the sutra. Who were they? They were those with
overbearing pride (adhimana), the arrogant and haughty
ones. When Sakyamuni Buddha started lecturing the Dharma
Flower Sitra, he said, “I will now teach the ultimate truth.
I’m not teaching the provisional vehicle. I will only teach the
ultimate vehicle.” Hearing that, these five thousand people
with overbearing pride were unhappy and left in a huff.

When I was lecturing the Sirangama Sitra this year, there
were several people who were planning to leave but did not
do so. It could be that they were bound by a magical noose or
chained by the lariat hand so they couldn’t run off. Anyhow,
it didn’t matter whether or not they left. If they had left,
they would’ve been just like those five thousand people who
walked out of the Dharma Flower assembly. Since they didn’t
leave, they weren’t deserters.

Bodhisattva Infinite  Resolve, having heard the
“Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice” chapter in the Dharma
Flower assembly, then rose from his seat. Why did he stand
up? In a large assembly, if you want to say something you
have to stand up. You can’t just sit there and raise your hand.
That’s too casual. Before Bodhisattva Infinite Resolve began
to speak, not only did he stand up, he also bared his right
shoulder which is a mark of respect. For those who've taken
the five precepts, the outer sash is called the precept sash. For
those who've left home, they have the five-piece robe, the
seven-piece robe, and the primary robe. Why do we bare the
right shoulder when we wear the sash? In India, baring one’s
right shoulder is a mark of respect, so our sashes don't cover
the right shoulder. Because of the cold weather, we have to
wear warm clothes underneath our sashes, and hook the sash

with a clasp.
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