=
o

/
DHa

2023 B AEE BFD i
The Start of the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Jeweled Repentance 2023
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Written and Translated by Chao Shan
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“The power of the Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled
Repentance is inconceivable. Ten Thousand Buddhas come
to protect you; therefore, you can gain everything you seek...
The Buddhas of the past bowed this repentance before the
Ten Thousand Buddhas, as do the Buddhas of the present.
The Buddhas of the future will realize Buddhahood through
bowing this repentance.” — Venerable Master Hua

The Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance began both
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) in Ukiah and
the City of Dharma Realm (CDR) in West Sacramento on April
23, 2023. However, CDR is not yet open to the public, focusing
on the training of the female preceptees who will be ordained
during the Threefold Ordination Ceremony later this year. The
repentance bowing session at CDR will continue until May 14th.

Before the pandemic, the “Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled
Repentance” usually completed in twenty-three days at CTTB.
However, this bowing session is scheduled for twenty-eight days
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at CTTB this year and is expected to finish on May 20. After
bowing the first incense at 7:00, which includes the offering of
flowers, people will help with work for the monastery from 8:00
am to before the meal offering. After lunch, from 12:45, the
bowing will continue.

Laypeople from Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Canada, France
and other places arrived at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
three days before the opening of the bowing session, and joined
the ranks of bowing after they tested negative for COVID-19. In
order to welcome people from afar, the bowing cushions in the
Buddha Hall have also been specially adjusted. At the beginning
of the pandemic, there were only two bowing cushions in each
row on the left and right sides; monastics and lay people were
scattered in the Buddha Hall, the Patriarch Hall and the side halls
for morning and evening recitations. As the pandemic has slowed
down, the number of bowing cushions has increased. When the
“Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance” opened this year,
there were already six bowing cushions in each row.

It is the second time for Lai Lih Shyen from Malaysia to
participate in the bowing session at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. In 2019, when she came to bow the “Ten Thousand
Buddhas Jeweled Repentance” for the first time, her whole body
was sore, and it was hard for her to go up and down the stairs
after bowing every day. This time she came to bow Ten Thousand
Buddhas Jeweled Repentance again, but she no longer felt sore.
Lai Lih Shyen thought it was because her karmic obstacles were

greatly reduced. She said, “To be able to come to the Venerable
Master’s Way-place to bow the Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled
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Repentance requires a lot of blessings. I feel very lucky to be able
to attend this bowing session. I am also very grateful to the cantors
who attentively chanted and led us to bow. I hope to have the
opportunity to bow Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance
every year in the future.”

This is also the second time for Rong Mei from Shanghai to
participate in the bowing session at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. It was also in 2019 when she first came to bow the “Ten
Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance.” At that time, although her
arms and legs were sore in the first five or six days, she was very
happy. Later, because of the pandemic, it was not possible to visit
again until this year. Although the first day her arms and legs were
as sore as the last time, the joy in her heart was even more. This time
she also found that in order to bow for many days in a row, it is
better not to wear shoes that fit too well or are relatively hard. Soft
cloth shoes are most suitable for her.

It is also the second time for Singaporean Chinese Fu Ledeng
to attend the bowing session, but the first time she came was more
than thirty years ago when she was only twenty-one years old. She
still remembered that there was a lay woman who was hexed at that
time. She asked for help everywhere, but it didn’t work, so she came
here to ask the Venerable Master to help her. The Venerable Master
picked up his cane and heavily struck her head three times, “Boom,
Boom, Boom.” Fu Ledeng guessed that the laywoman must have
suffered from the beating. Unexpectedly, when asked afterwards,
the laywoman said that it didn’t hurt, and after the Venerable Master
knocked her head, the hexes on her were gone. Fu Ledeng was
deeply impressed by the Master’s unconditional, great compassion
and great strength in helping others without asking for anything in
return. So later she went to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and
participated in an Earth Store Dharma session. But then because of
her busy life and work, she no longer took long-distance flights to
CTTB until now.

During this pandemic, her mother, a co-worker, and a supplier
passed away suddenly one after another, which made her deeply
understand what “impermanence” is. So she left her work behind
and made a special trip to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for
the bowing session. She said, “Ic’s a pity that the Master’s physical
body is no longer there, but seeing the portrait of the Master in the
Buddha Hall, T feel that the Master is still with us, which makes
me feel very warm. I also hope that I can come to participate in the
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bowing session every year in the future, but it depends on conditions.”

This is the first time for Hou Bocheng from Taiwan to participate
in the bowing session. He observed the way of other people’s bowing,
and saw that some people bow down fast and heavily. Hou Baicheng
believed that if he bows down in the same way, his body would not
be able to bear it. He also saw that some people were very focused
and slow when they bowed down and got up, so he decided to adopt
the same slow way of bowing. As a result, he didn’t feel tired after a
whole day of bowing, and he felt full of Dharma bliss.

John Britschgi, a neighbor of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
is a veteran of the US Marine Corps. After taking refuge under the
Sangha of DRBA in 2021, he has developed the habit of bowing to
the Buddha every day. Since November 2022, the Buddha Hall has
started to open to the public in the afternoon, and he often came to
participate in the “Great Compassion Repentance.” This is the first
time in his life to participate in the “Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled
Repentance.” The first day of this bowing session is Sunday, and
there were six incense periods in total. After the first day of bowing,
he felt: “It’s like participating in the Olympic Games!” Although he
was physically tired, the 78-year-old decided to continue attending
this session every day to deeply understand the profound subtlety of
bowing repentance.

Cao Zhanggqi, who lives in San Francisco, has participated in the
“Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance” for more than twenty
years, only interrupted during the pandemic. She always greets
people with a smile. Before retiring, she was a licensed physician in
Hong Kong. She is very knowledgeable in taking care of health for
people and for herself. But “as you get older, your physical strength
is not as good as before.” Cao Zhanggqi hopes that everyone will take
advantage of the time when their bodies are available to participate
in the bowing session, because the Master Hua said that even karmic
offenses that are considered to be very difficult to repent of and
extinguish, can still be eradicated by doing this repentance.

Not long before the opening of the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Repentance, the renovation project of the Earth Store Hall at CT'TB
was finally completed, and the use permit was issued by the county
government on April 4. After the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
resumes its full opening on May 27, whenever there is a large-scale
Dharma Assembly and the Buddha Hall does not have the capacity
to accommodate all the participants, the Earth Store Hall is expected
to take the overflow. &
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