By Bhikshuni Fa Ji
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The sounds of the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance
chanting are reverberating in my ears as I write this. About
six weeks before I am set to graduate from the MA program at
DRBU, the conditions have allowed students like me to join the
Buddha Hall ceremonies after almost two years. As soon as I enter
the Jeweled Hall of the Ten Thousand Buddhas (B {#hEFEY), 1
feel an indescribable sense of returning — like everything about
CTTB culminates in this one place. Venerable Master Hua’s
energy, spirit, and the Six Major Principles of his teaching all
have a resounding presence in this Hall. Even though I have had
the privilege to experience his spirit carried through other aspects
of CTTB, including his books, his voice, and his disciples, the
Jeweled Hall of the Ten Thousand Buddhas is where everything
comes together as a whole. It just so happens that I am reading
the Avatamsaka Sitra in this final semester. The more I read about
the Youth Sudhana’s pilgrimage to find his good spiritual guides,
the more I realize that the Venerable Master’s spirit is not separate
from the spirit of a Bodhisattva, and throughout my time here,
I have experienced the embodiment of this extraordinary energy
and spirit throughout all aspects of CTTB.

As I sit by the window after morning ceremony, the sun
gradually rises and I can hear the different birds as they begin to
wake up. And as I walk back in the evening, I see the peacocks
high up in the trees; like us, they are getting ready to rest and
retreat for the night. What else is there in our experience that
does not go through revolving cycles of rise and fall, and endure

ups and downs?

Pre-Graduation Reflections

HEAIHYE

Chinese Translated by Janet Lee

FESER LSO - (EFRE )
HINSEREE IEE IR H B - (EHRF
AR LR ERTARLNE - A
e EE TR FEREER RS
IAE - —EEHESE R - — R
LI g B i 8 B — — 1 1 A (9 B
HI— DI BERAE IS - E40 E AR
REE ~ REHMIANARSR G - INH R4
e - ERAEEREHRE
B EL A T T RN AZ 2] _E AR
GUEAM A EFE ~ MAY RS NIMAY S
T > EHEHEREESE ZATE -
WAERR —2IRE (FEHRK) -
RUE R A S E TS RS R
o BRERTERE] B AT ERTRE
g o AR EEIRAY IS BT R
P2 2SS E MLAE BRI (I
R

Firg - BHRABEFER > K
[ - ] DIEEA FHY S
SUARERE R H R - E BRI
() I BEfLES SR
FEfs o AR > MMt AR
R EAER - FERMAVEES - 8
A A s il - SR
TREYIE 2

APRIL 2023 Vasra BobHi Sea |33



B #i ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

Moments of joy and sadness, being together and saying goodbye,

laughter and tears, stillness and movement—these make up what we
know as life. However, regardless of what we've been through during
the day, the morning and evening ceremonies, and the sounds of the
morning and evening bell and drum, give us the precious opportunity
to “reset” and come back to the real reason why we're here.

When Sudhana visits his thirty-eighth good spiritual guide, the
Night Spirit named “Power of Vigor in the Great Vows to Rescue and
Protect all Beings,” he sees reflected in her body other bodies taking on
a boundlessly vast ocean of forms and appearances, including bodies
bowing down in reverence before all Buddhas, bodies cultivating all
roots of goodness, bodies receiving, preserving, and never forgetting
the Dharma of the Buddha, and bodies completely fulfilling the
Bodhisattva’s great vows. The handmade Buddha figures surrounding
us in the Jeweled Hall of the Ten Thousand Buddhas are concrete
reminders that Buddhas always surround us in every moment. We
can call on the protection of already-realized Buddhas, and gain
inspiration from Buddhas to-be. Through the daily ceremonial
chanting, we renew our resolve for awakening, and remind ourselves
to be diligent in our cultivation.

The daily rituals also serve as an opportunity to take a contemplative
rest amidst the seemingly endless readings and paper writing of a
student. The steady, calming tones and seamless transitions of the

Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance chanting especially inspires great
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joy in me. All the highs and lows, speeding up and slowing down
compose the song of life, and make it interesting and fulfilling.
And by cultivating to become skillful in our concentration and
mindfulness, we can transition through all of it with comfort and
ease. At the same time, the group setting is a tangible reminder
that we are not in this alone, and that we are not doing this for
ourselves. Everything we do and think has an impact on everyone
else, because we are all interconnected in nature. Thus, the daily
Dedication rituals take on an even greater significance. If we can
contribute to the liberation of beings in all realms of existence, how
much greater is our influence on those around us?

I would like to express my deepest gratitude toward every
good spiritual guide who has made it possible for me to come to
practice and study at CTTB for the past two years. I have received
tremendous inspiration from Venerable Master Hua’s energy and
spirit, that carries through in his voice, the voices of his disciples,
and the guiding principles that form the foundation of CTTB.
Youth Sudhana’s good spiritual guide, Power of Vigor in the Great
Vows to Rescue and Protect all Beings, describes her gateway to
liberation as “teaching beings to produce roots of goodness” which
enables her to constantly manifest countless form bodies, including
form bodies manifesting the sounds of all voices and languages
expounding on the ocean of dharmas. At CTTB, this manifests
not only in the formal ceremonies, but also in all interactions
with DRBU instructors and staff, as the sutra describes the good
spiritual guides, “By merely manifesting a subtle smile, they cause
beings to develop pure faith.”

Each of the Buddha figures in the Jeweled Hall of the Ten
Thousand Buddhas emanates “light that completely filled the
ten directions...serving as Dharma lamps everywhere dispelling
the world’s darkness.” My class at DRBU is apparently one of
the largest cohorts, and I know the student population will only
continue to grow. Yet, regardless of how many students there are,
we always seem to be outnumbered by the outstanding faculty and
staff. The curriculum at this university is meticulously designed,
yet its execution in the classroom is completely spontaneous. At
DRBU, I am far away from my Canadian roots, yet the material
speaks so close to the heart. I learn to find the unfamiliar in the
familiar, find solitude in community, and vice versa. I engage in
learning a foreign language in order to draw near to the original

meaning.
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At DRBU, we fine-comb through each line of words in the
text, only to be told that the meaning has nothing to do with
words. In a classroom where nothing is formally ‘taught’, I have
learned more than I could ever learn in a traditional setting. At
DRBU, practiceisin lived experience; it isembodied. Eventually,
we will realize that practice is not intellectual, it is not spoken
or written about. And all of this comes from meeting good
spiritual guides, and therefore as Youth Sudhana says, “Even
in measurelessly many kalpas, I would still be unable to repay
[their] kindness.” In the Avatarhsaka, one place is all places and
one time is all times, so I know we will always be together even
after graduation.

Any time when aspects of the world and life seem to be

falling apart, I know that I can always find wholeness in the
spirit of a bodhisattva, who may appear in bodies adapted to
beings’ minds in order to allow them all to see her, in bodies
matching the forms and appearances of all beings. By finding
refuge and resonance in the daily ceremonies, we can roam
fearlessly through the highs and lows of life, confidently
knowing that we can always go back to the Buddha Hall of our
essential nature — one that is not subject to arising and ceasing,
not defiled and not pure, and does not increase nor diminish
throughout infinite time and space. As Youth Sudhana says,
“Because I have seen the good spiritual guides, meritorious
qualities adorn my mind, and, to the very end of all future
ksetras and kalpas, I will diligently cultivate the path they have
practiced.” &
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7B & Subscription Form

EUSEMEIE  In the United States & Europe, please send to:

#:44 Name:

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

(] —4EFEEDU+ Tt US$45.00 /1 year

(] Z8ZFEE/\+FHJr US$85.00 / 2 years
[ =FE4L—H 7T US$110.00 / 3 years

161, Jalan Ampang,
50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Email: vbs@drba.org
Bolfss - faffasar vbs@drba.org

We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

SHHIIE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
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AT ¢ (02) 2786-3022 {HE : (02) 2786-2674

ik Address:

FEeE Tel. No.:
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